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temtoml integrity would reassure S !w!!^r' Cyp i ras ’ s inde P endcn « 1 and 
tiwand boost chances for serclem,. Turkish commmri- 

conflict. UI 

the two were to meets? tile < ^ inl0 . a " l«er Friday when 

raponere at the Cypriot embas^^S^^’ hesaj ^ in a ^ 

the last round ended rciuuan 8 Cyprus, stalled since 

Monday under the acgs^U re ^ nc M *= United Nati® 

taking part in the U N ^“tros GhalL Also 

Tj.rL-ukli'N— --sponsored talks at th^ rinttMt . 
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Arab League to open office in China 

CAIRO (AP) — The Arab League's secretary-general left for Cluna on 
Friday to begin a 10-day visit for meetings and to open a League office in 
Beijing. "This office is meant to strengthen Chinese- Arab relations, 
Esmat Abdul Meguid told reporters before he left. "China is considered a 
friend of the Arab World." Dr. Abdul Meguid is to brief China's prime 
minister, Li Peng, and foreign minister, Qian Qichen. on Middle East 
developments and the Arab-lsraeU peace process. \T*s*& ta Cbm, page 
10). The Beijing office will give the 21 -member Arab League a preence tn 
the capitals of all five permanent members of the U.N. Secunrj' Council. 
The others are the United States. Russia. France and Bnnun. At Cairo 
international airport. Dr. Abdul Meguid endorsed military intervention as 
the only effective option to stop the fighting in the former Yugoslav 
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past the Serbs have not responded to peaccf 

Europe has been reluctant to back U.S. recommendations for an 
international coalition to intervene in the war pitting Christian Bosnian 
Serbs against Bosnian Muslims (See pap 8). 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1-50 dirhams 


Arab Land Bank to 
reopen in W. Bank 

TEL AVIV (AFP) - An Egyp- 
nan bank will reopen in the 
Israel; -occupied West Bank for 
the first time since the 1967 war 
the Israeli central bank 
aapounced Friday. A draft agree- 
ment to this effect was signed in 
Cairo Thursday between the gov- 
eniora of the central banks of 
Egypt and Israel. The Arab Land 
Bank will open branches in Nab- 
lus and Bethlehem. It had bran- 
ches in the West Bank until the 
Israeli occupation began in 1967. 

Tunisian Jewish 
leade reburied in 
Israel 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Thousands 
of Jews attended the reburial in 
Israel Friday of a long-dead reli- 
gious leader whose bones were 
brought over from Tunis in a sign 
of growing openness between 
Tunisia and Tsrael, the Itim news 
agency reported. Rabbi David 
Hacohen was reburied in cemet- 
yw near Netrvot, a southern town 
wnicb is borne to many former 
Tunisian Jews, Itim said. 
Hacohen, who died in 1938, was a 
highly-regarded religious judge of 
his time, it said. Hacohen’s re- 
mains were transported via 
France and arrived in Israel 
Thursday, the news agency said. 
The reburial was negotiated by 
former Tunisian Jews with the 
full agreement of the Tunisian 
government, it said. Last year, 
Tunisia began allowing Israelis 
born in Tunisia or descended 
from Tunisian Jews to visit the 
country, in an arrangement based 
on a similar Moroccan scheme. 

Kohl proposes 
university in Turkey - 

ISTANBUL (R) — Visiting Ger- 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
Friday proposed setting up a 
Turkish-German university in 
Turkey to help improve some- 
times troubled relations between 
Ankara and Bonn, Turkish busi- 
ness leaders said. Tliey said Mr. 
Kohl, on a two-day visit to Tur- 
kA. proposed the creation of the 
university at a breakfast meeting 
with Turkish and German 
businessmen in Istanbul. “Kohl 
said improvement in ties between 
the two nations could begin in the 
cultural field, and formation of a 
university would best serve this 
purpose,” Uzeyir Garih, chair- 
man of the Turkish construction 
company AJarko, told Reuters. 

Algeria sentences 
exile to 20 years 

ALGIES (R) — A special Alge- 
rian court has sentenced a radical 
Muslim fundamentalist leader 
said to be living in Germany to 20 
years in jail for subversion, state 
tadio reported Friday. Rabab 
Rabir, convicted by the special 
court in the eastern town of Con- 
stantine, is a leader of the out- 
lawed Islamic Salvatioo Front 
(FIS). He fled Algeria last year 
and is considered the group's 
spokesman in Europe. The court 
sentenced 24 other defendants 
charged with subversion, 
weapons offences and undermin- 
ing state security to jail terms 
ranging from three years to 20 
years. Ten others were acquitted. 

East Timor rebel 
chief sentenced to 
life 

JAKARTA (AP) — A court on 
Friday sentenced East Timor to- 
.'^1 leader Jose Alexandre Gus^ 
mao to life in prison, the Dili 
district court sakL A court officer 
refused to give further details of 
the verdict. Mr. Gusmao, who 
was captured last November had 
led foe Revolutionary .Front for 
an Independent East Timor. He 
went on trial in early February on 
charges on undermining the gov- 
ernment and illegal possession of 
firearms. He was accused on 
ordering a pro-independence pro- 
test in November 1991 that 
turned bloody as Indonesian sol- 
diers shot and killed dozens of 
demonstrators. 

3 face June 23 
tiral in Hani killing 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — A 
magistrate refused bail Friday for 
■two white extremists charged 
with plotting to loll black leader 

Chris Hani and set a June 23 trial 

Mate. Clive Derby-Lewis, a leader 
Tif the pro-apartheid Conserva- 
tive Party, and his wife Gaye race 
charges of murder, conspiracy to 
commit murder and illegal pos- 
session of arms and ammunition. 


Rabin may call Israeli 
referendum on returning 
occupied Arab lands 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin could 
offer to call a referendum on any 
land- for- peace deal with Arabs in 
order to woo right-wing parties 
into his splintered coalition, his 
spokesman said Friday. 

Gad Ben-Ari said Mr. Rabin’s 
office had prepared a draft docu- 
ment for coalition talks with the 
right-wing Tsbmet Party which 
included a referendum option. 

"Rabin would like to broaden 
the basis of the government and 
have more bodies join the coali- 
tion because he believes it would 
strengthen the government. In a 
time of (Arab-Israeli) negotia- 
tions, it is important to have solid 
support in the Knesset (parlia- 
ment),” Mr. Ben-Ari told Reu- 
ters. 

Israeli political commentators 
called the overtures to Tsomet a 
ploy to pressure Mr. Rabin’s 
feuding coalition partners Meretz 
and Shas to settle their differ- 
ences. 

The ultra-religious Shas faction 
has threatened to quit the govern- 
ment over its dispute with the 
secular left-wing Meretz bloc. 

Shas’s departure would cut Mr. 
Rabin's majority in the 120-seat 
parliament to 61, a margin which 
be believes is too narrow to push 
through any peace settlement re- 


quiring the return of occupied 
Arab territory. A referendum is 
part of the price demanded by 
small right-wing and religious 
parties who oppose a land-for- 
peacc deal. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Yossi 
Beilin said he did not believe 
these parties could be brought 
into the government. 

“This is a government that is 
going towards peace and not to- 
wards harming the peace process. 
I do not see any chance of a 
coalition between us and parties 
who want to torpedo the peace 
process,” he told Israel Radio. 

Mr. Rabin has not committed 
himself to holding a referendum 
but he has told Jewish settlers 
from the occupied Golan Heights 
it was a reasonable possibility, 
'Mr. Ben-Ari said. 

The referendum idea surfaced 
as Palestinians were pressing for 
an Israeli commitment to the 
principle of land for peace. 

Chief Palestinian negotiator 
Haidar Abdul Shafi said on 
Thursday peace talks should be 
suspended unless Israel conceded 
Palestinian self-rule over afl the 
occupied territories including 
East Jerusalem. 

Bringing a right-wing party into 
the government could be seen by 
Arabs as a death blow to the 


floundering 19-month -old peace 
talks between Israel -and Syria, 
Lebanon, Jordan and Palesti- 
nians. 

Labour and Tsomet, beaded by 
former chief of staff Rafael Eitan, 
have had only informal coalition 
talks, Mr. Ben-Ari said. 

► In Amman, Palestinian nego- 
tiators said Wednesday they and 
the United States had resumed 
discussions on a Palestinian docu- 
ment setting out their view of 
what should be the principles 
behind an interim peace settle- 
ment. 

The Palestinian draft, obtained 
by Reuters, sets October 1994 as 
the date for starting negotiations 
on the final status of the occupied 
territories because it considers 
that the interim period began on 
Oct. 30, 1992, Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisatin (PLO) sources 
said. 

The draft is the Palestinians' 
answer to an Israeli draft which 
the Palestinian delegation re- 
jected at the latest round of peace 
talks in Washington. The Palesti- 
nians were also unenthusiastic 
about a U.S. compromise docu- 
ment. 

Washington determined to seek 
Mideast peace — Indyfc, page 2, 
Arms talks inch ahead, page 10. 


Pentagon reports navy 
jets fired on over Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Navy 
jets patrolling the southern “no- 
fly” zone of Iraq encountered 
anti-aircraft fire from ground 
positions on three separate occa- 
sions this wdek but did not return 
fire, the Pentagon said Thursday. 

“There was no consideration 
these were a threat to the air- 
craft,” said Pentagon spokesman 
Bob HaD. 

The spokesman explained that 
“on May 17th... two navy F-14s... 
reported observing searchlights 
coordinated with ground tracer 
fire from four separate locations” 
and then reported “seeing 
reddish-orange tracers followed 
by white air bursts.” On May 19,- 
be added, two F-15Es also re- 
ported they were spotlighted and 
fired upon. 

Mr. Hall emphasised that 
“there was no damage to any 
U.S. aircraft" but he acknow- 
ledged that in one case, one of 
the F-15 crews took evasive ac-_ 
non to evade the tracer fire. 


These incidents occurred below 
the 32nd Parallel. 

On May 17, two navy F-14s 
reported seeing search lights at 
four separate locations from 
which tracer rounds were fired at 
8:13 p.m. local time. Mr. Hall 
said. 

On May 19 at 12:20 a.m. two 
navy F-15Es saw anti-aircraft 
rounds being fired along the path 
of a searchlight. One of the 
planes dispensed chaff and bank- 
ed away, Mr. Hall said. 

The Pentagon “can’t conclude 
one way or. another” whether the 
rounds were aimed at the planes, 
he said. There was no indication 
that ground radar had been used to 
locate the aircraft, he said. 

Firing at or spotting an aircraft 
with radar would be a violation of 
the “no-fly” rules imposed by the 
U.S. and its allies after the Gulf 
war. 

FBI, Secret Service suspect Iraq 
in ‘Kuril Plot’; UJJ. panel oa 
border completes work, page 2 


Ukraine thrown into 
constitutional logjam 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine was 
thrown Friday into a constitution- 
al crisis which threatens to para- 
lyse reforms after the prime 
minister resigned and the presi- 
dent tried to take direct charge of 
government. 

Parliament refused to accept 
Prime Minister Leonid Kuchma's 
resignation and left him in office, 
although s trip ped of extra powers 
he was given last year to intro- 
duce rapid privatisation and re- 
duce a huge budget deficit. 

Deputies also rejected Presi- 
dent Leonid Kravchuk’s bid to 
take personal charge of the gov- 
ernment but they compromised 
by granting him broad powers to 
issue decrees on economic mea- 
sures not governed by existing 
legislation. 

The turmoil culminated 
months of confrontation over the 
direction of reforms between Mr. 
Kuchma and parliament, elected 
in the Soviet era and dominated 
by conservatives. 

“What happened here is likely 
to occur every day from now on,” 
Mr. Kuchma fold reporters after 
the session. “(Boris) Yeltsin is 
fighting the same battle in Russia. 
It’s absurd. We have to come 
before parliament every time, 
someone sneezes.” 

Mr. Kravchuk said he prop- 
osed sweeping constitutional 
changes putting himself at the 
head of government to end the 
infighting and safeguard national 
security. 

“I was ashamed at the way 


deputies were walking all over 
the government. Now criticism is 
being' directed against me,” he 
told parliament. 

“Not a single decision has been 
adopted since April. I- do not 
insist on the president taking over 
all powers. But the question of 
powers must be addressed.” 

Mr. Kravchuk said he advised 
Mr. Kuchma against resigning. 
But Mr. Kuchma’s aides said the 
prime minkt e r had been told of 
Mr. Kravchuk’s proposed consti- 
tutional changes only an hour 
before they were announced 
Thursday. 

Deputies one after the other 
took the microphone to defend 
the prime minister. 

“Kuchma is our first leader to 
work with a conscience,” Stepan 
Khmara, a nationalist who rarely 
supports the government, told 
the chamber. “We must bring this 
government back.” 

Deputies rejected Mr. Kuch- 
ma's resignation 223 to 90 and 
then overwhelmingly approved 
gran ti n g extra pow e rs to Mr. 
Kravchuk, though this. fell far 
short of what Mr. Kravchuk origi- 
nally sought 

They dosed debate by approv- 
ing big increases in m m i mtim 
wages and petitions to compen- 
sate for large {nice rises being 
introduced. 

Parliament also asked the gov- 
ernment to extend large subsidies 
to help agriculture, a move at 
odds with tiie liberal reforms 
punned by Mr. Kuchma. 


Gold rally 
fizzles and 
dollar gains 

LONDON (R) — Gold prices 
slipped from earlier highs and the 
dollar gained against the mark on 
Friday but European share mar- 
kets dedined, uninspired by re- 
cord doses on Wall Street. 

The precious metal still had 
plenty of sparkle, dosing in Lon- 
don at S374.65 an ounce, but the 
rally that sent prices to a post- 
Guff war high of 384 on Wednes- 
day fizzled. Gold was fixed in the 
afternoon at S373J25 after Thurs- 
day's S373.30 do$e. 

“People have had a bruising 
couple of weeks and are sitting 
back to take stock,” a dealer said. 
“It's all in the hands of the 
speculators and investment 
funds,” added another. 

The dollar was also robust, 
firming to 1.6255 marks, up more 
than a pfennig, from Thursday's 
1.6140 close. It also held its own 
against the yen at 110.35 com- 
pared to the previous 110.43. 

“There’s been little or no good 
news for the dollar over the past 
couple of days and it has stayed 
remarkably resilient,” said a Lon- 
don dealer. 

In the European exchange rate 
mechanism, the escudo and pese- 
ta were holding at the top of the 
grid following last week’s de- 
valuations. The Danish crown 
was also stronger at 3.8278 per 
mark after the country’s “Yes” 
vote in a referendum on the 
Maastricht Treaty on closer eco- 
nomic union. 

Trading was quiet on most 
markets after Thursday's ascen- 
sion day holiday. France and 
Belgium were also closed Friday. 

European share markets paid 
little attention to a new record 
high by the Dow Jones industrial 
average on Thursday when it 
closed at 3,523.28, up 23.25 
points. The dow opened weaker 
on Friday, off 8.31 points at 
3,514,97 by 1600 GMT. . 

“People are getting a bit wary, 
that's why we haven’t charged 
ahead,” said a London dealer. 

Even a drop in inflation to 1.3 
per cent in Britain, its lowest 
year-on-year rate since February ’ 
1964, failed to stir the index of 
100 leading shares. The Index 
made early gains but slipped into 
negative territory to close 4.6 
down at 2 , 812 . 2 . 

In Germany the 30-share dax 
finis hed 6.82 points down at 
1,610.59 in weak trading with 
many dealers extending Thurs- 
day’s holiday. 

The CAG40 index in Paris was 
dosed on Friday for a long holi- 
day weekend and will reopen on 
Monday. On Wednesday the in- 
dex finished at .1,836.78, down 
9.62 points. 
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PLAYING UNDERFIRE: Afghan children Fri- amid reports of continued factional fighting in the 
day play near a destroyed shopping centre in Kabul Afghan capital (see page 10) 


Israelis allow Palestinians 
to Jerusalem to pray at Aqsa 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — For the first time 
since the Israeli army dosed the 
occupied West Bank seven weeks 
ago, some Muslims were allowed 
to travel to Jerusalem Friday for 
weekly prayers. 

Israel Radio said that about 
5,000 people were brought on 
Arab buses from the occupied 
West Bank, joining at least as 
many Muslims from Jerusalem at 
the Old City’s Al Aqsa Mosque. 

Residents of the occupied Gaza 
Strip were not permitted to make 
the journey. 

The radio said that several 
buses were turned back for lack 
of proper pennit. 

Thousands of police were on 
duly. Outside the mosque com- 
pound, they collected Palesti- 
nians' ID cards and they entered 
and returned them after prayers. 

No incidents were reported. 

The mosque, Islam’s third 
holiest site, is in Arab East Jeru- 
salem is the major Friday prayer 
site in the Holy Land. 


The closure bad cut off Palesti- 
nians in the West Bank and Gaza 
from East Jerusalem, the Palesti- 
nian economic and political cen- 
tre. 

Among those who came to 
pray Friday was Muhammad Al 
Rajoub, a florist from the West 
Bank village of Dura south of 
Jerusalem. 

He complained that although 
he was allowed to pray, he and 
the other Palestinians were not 
allowed to visit friends or shop. 

“I have a great joy mixed with 
suffering.” Mr. Rajoub, 23, said 
outside Al Aqsa. “The joy be- 
cause of being able to worship 
God, and the suffering because of 
being without job.” 

Israel saled off the Gaza Strip 
of March 29 and the West Bank 
on March 31 after 13 Israelis were 
lolled by suspected Palestinians. 

Outside the mosque, two 
Palestinian youths held a banner 
centered by a hand grasping a 
bloody dagger. The banner was 
signed by the Muslim fun- 


damentalist Hamas movement. 
The youths wore black sacks over 
their heads and shouldeis to mask 
their identities. 

Prayer leader Hayan Ai Adrisi 
criticised Israel for closing the 
territories and keeping Muslims 
away from Jerusalem. 

“They permitted Muslims to 
pray only on Friday,” he said. 
“What is the situation for the 
other days? What is the situation 
for jobs and education?" 

He also said Palestinians were 
very discouraged with the U.S.- 
backed peace talks between 
Israel and the Arabs. 

“The land will not be yours. 
Do not be fooled by promises,” 
Sheikh Adrisi said. 

Several worshippers said they 
felt Israel allowed some Muslims 
to Jerusalem for “public rela- 
tions” reasons rather than free- 
dom of religion. 

“It is a sheer propaganda." 
said Ashraf Warad, 19, a student 

(Continued on page 20) 



‘OPEN BORDERS’: A young Cambodian boy 
from a Khmer Rouge family in the border village of 
Phum Malai prepares to cross a beavfly-gaurded 


AFP ptxao 

bridge at the border of Thailand and Cambodia 
under the eyes of Khmer Rouge guerrillas (Siha- 
nouk warns Khmer Range, page 8) 


Carbomb kills 2 in Cairo 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A car- 
bomb exploded at a bus station in 
central Cairo Friday, killing two 
people and wounding 13 others, 
police said. 

The bomb believed to have 
been planted by Muslim mili- 
tants, was concealed in a parked 
car and badly damaged a nearby 
police station. 

The blast killed a 10-year-old 
girl and a government employee 
and wounded at least 13 other 
people, the Interior Ministry- 
said. 

Nobody' claimed responsibility 
for the attack, but it appeared 
certain to have been the work of 
Islamic extremists. Earlier Fri- 
day, suspected extremists killed a 
police officer in an ambush in 
southern Egypt during noon 
prayers. , 

The blast appeared to be an 
escalation of the militants’ cam- 
paign of violence designed to 
overthrow Egypt’s secular gov- 
ernment with one based on the 


Iranian Islamic model. It was the 
first time a carbomb has been 
used in more than a year of 
intensified violence pitting Mus- 
lim militants against Egyptian 
security forces. 

The Interior Ministry state- 
ment, broadcast by Egyptian tele- 
vision, said the blast damaged 
two cars other than the Peugeot 
containing the bomb, carved a 
deep bole in the pavement and 
destroyed some offices of the 
government’s records depart- 
ment. 

Police said the 35-year-oid gov- 
ernment employee killed in the 
bombing apparently was not a 
target but was walking past the 
car when it exploded. 

Some police sources estimated 
that as many as 30 people had 
been injured. A doctor at one 
nearby hospital said he had nine 
cases, of whom five were critical- 
ly injured. 

More than 120 people have 
been killed in Egypt since March 


last year, either by militant gun- 
men and bombers or in retalia- 
tory raids by the security forces. 

Retuer photographer Aladin 
Abdul Naby reported from the 
scene that the bomb appeared to 
have been placed under a car 
parked outside the back door of 
the police station. 

The area is near the headquar- 
ters of two of Egypt’s main daily 
newspapers and Cairo's main rail- 
way station but the street was 
quieter than usual on Friday. 

Militants carried out three 
bomb attacks in Cairo in March. 

One bomb exploded in the 
Pyramid of Chephren at Giza, 
one blew up under a tourist bus 
outside the Egyptian museum 
and the third killed a police ex- 
plosives expert trying to defuse it. 

Militants shot at a car carrying 
Information Minister Safwat 
Sberif in April. 

Fourteen militants went on 
trial in a military court two weeks 
ago. 
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Belgrade 
refuses 
monitors 
of blockade 
on Serbia 

SARAJEVO (Agencjes) — In- •. 
temational efforts to isolate Bos- , ' 
nia's rebel Serbs suffered a. set- 
back Friday when rump Yugosla- 
via refused to accept the deploy* 
mem of U.N. monitors to enforce 
a blockade on its borders with 
Bosnia. 

The decision came ahead of an 
expected U.N. Security Council 
resolution to send about 5U0 in- 
spectors to Serbia to ensure that 
it kept its promise to cut off arms 
supplies to the Bosnian Serbs. 

It was sure to complicate even 
further efforts by the United 
States, Russia and Western 
Europe to force a common 
strategy on ending the 13-month 
conflict following the Bosnian 
Serb rejection of a U.N. -backed 
peace plan. 

“They (U.N. monitors) do not 
solve the problem and they en- 
danger our sovereignty and 
offend the dignity of our state," 
Yugoslavia's Federal President 
Dobrica Cosic told British Sky 
News Television. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton me: 
Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev in Washington after 
senior officials said they were 
moving closer together in their 
ideas. 

But Mr. Clinton said after- 
wards be was sceptical about the 
efforts to end fighting. Creating 
havens for Muslims in territory 
dominated by Serbs could lead to 
problems similar to those in 
Lebanon and Northern Ireland, 
he said. 

Asked if the United States w as 
embracing the Russian plan to 
end the civil war, Mr. Clinton 
replied. 

“We will cry to reach an agree- 
ment about what we do next. As 
you know, the United States is 
sceptical that we’ll be able to 
satisfactorily resolve this within 
the framework that has been 
proposed. 

“We do want to work with our 
allies and we’re trying to do our 
best to reach a joint position. It 
may happen, and I hope we can 
do it," he said. 

“Our fundamental interests... 
are two: We want the conflict to 
be contained and we want the 
ethnic cleansing to stop," Mr. 
Clinton said . as he posed for 
pictures at the start of a cabinet 
meeting. 

He voiced strong reluctance 
about accepting the idea of creat- 
ing safe havens in Bosnia. 

“I don't want to see the United 
States get into the position where 
we’re re-creating Northern Ire- 
land, Lebanon, or Cyprus,” he 
said, referring to other bitter 
conflicts. 

"There may be some potential 
down the road for something to 
be done with in connection with 
peacekeeping operations but I 
think it’s something we need to 
be very sceptical about." 

The U.N. Security Council has 
ptit off Resolutions on Bosnia to 
give time for European ministers 
and U.S. officials to meet again 
to try to reach consensus. 

Belgrade, previously blamed 
for fuelling the war. ‘threw its 
weight behind the U.N. peace 
plan earlier this month in the 
hope that the world would re- 
spond by lifting crippling econo- 
mic sanctions against Serbia- 
dominated Yugoslavia. 

But Bosnia's Serbs have re- 
jected the plan, which would 
divide the republic into 10 ethnic 
cantons and require them to give 
up territory they have won, and 
say they will accept onlv a confed- 
eration or will declare' full inde- 
pendence. 

Belgrade responded by declar- 
ing its border with Bosnia dosed 
except for food aid and medi- 
cines. 

Bosnia's warring parties ac- 
cused each other of launching 
new attacks Friday bur fightin® 
appeared to have eased, (see page 

The head of the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation's (NATO) 
parliamentary arm called Friday 
for air strikes against Bosnian 
Serbs if they continued to block a 
[peaceful solution to the conflict. 

Loic Bouvard, president of the 
North Atlantic Assembly to the 
conflict grouping legislators from 
NATO countries, said the Bos- 
nian civil war would be the main 
.topic at the assembly’s biannual 
session. 
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Middle East News 


U.S. determined to work for 
Middle East peace, Indyk says 


WASHINGTON fUSIA) — The 
CMnton administration is “deter- 
.nined to devote energy to seizing 
he moment” of Middle East 
v Jace, Martin Indyk, director of 
Xear East and South Asian 
chairs at the National Security 
Council, said Wednesday. 

Mr. Indyk outlined the Clinton 
Leninist ration’s approach to 
;. Jdle East policy during an 
address to the Washington Insti- 
tute for Near East Policy’s 1993- 
Soref Symposium, “Challenges to 
U.3. Interests in the Middle East: 
Obstacles and Opportunities.” 

Mr. Indyk described the din- 
ton administration’s strategy in 
the Middle East in including: 

— “‘Dual containment’ of Iraq 
and Iran in the east; 

— “Promotion of Arab-Israeli 
peace in the west; 

• — “Backed by energetic efforts 
to stem the spread of weapons of 
mess destruction and promote a 
vision of a more democratic and 
prosperous region for all the peo- 
ples of the Middle East.” 

On the Middle East peace 
negotiations, Mr. Indyk said “the 
Clinton administration's chal- 
lenge here is to turn the peace 
process into peacemaking, 
achieving an early breakthrough 
to peace agreements.” 

the administration, he said, 
must counter the “determined 
efforts by both Iran and Iraq to 
rebuild their arsenals, parricnlar- 

• ly in the nuclear and ballistic 
. missile fields.” 

Discussing the roots of extrem- 
ism in the region, Mr. Indyk said 
the United States must “help the 
people and governments of the 
Middle East confront this emerg- 
ing threat, in part by pursuing 
peace with vigour, in part by 
containing extremism throughout 
the region, and in part by holding 
out an alternative vision of demo- 
cratic political development and 
free market economic develop- 
ment not just for the people of 
the former Soviet Union, but for 
the people of the Middle East as 
well".” ' 

The following are excerpts 
from Mr. Ir.dyk Y s statement: 

“Iran has demonstrated its re- 
gional reach by fishing in trou- 
bled waters all the way from the 
Gulf, through Egypt and Leba- 
non to Algeria. Its funding, 
arming and training of Hizbollah 
and Hamas have gained it an 
ability to interfere in the 'Arab- 
Israeli peace process as well. And 
its North Korean missiles could 
provide it with the capability of 
striking Israel and the Arab 
states. In short, what happens in 
the east of the region can now 
have immediate import for events 
in the west of the region, and vice 
versa. ^ ' “ 

“The Clinton administration's 
policy of ‘dual containment’ of 
' Iraq and Tran derives in the first 
instance from an assessment that 
the current Iraqi and Iranian reg- 
imes are both hostile to American 
interests in the Tegjon. Accor- 
dingly, we do not accept the 
argument that we should con- 
tinue the old balance of power 
game, building up one to balance 
the other. We reject that 
approach not only because its 
Dankmptcy was demonstrated in 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait. We 
reject it because of a clear- 
headed assessment of the anta- 
gonism that both regimes harbour 
. towards the U.S. and its allies in 
the region. And we reject it 
because we don't need to rely on 
one to balance the other. The 
coalition that fought Saddam re- 
mains together, as long as we are 
able to maintain our military pre- 
sence in the region, as long as we 
' succeed in restricting the military 
ambitions of both Iraq and Iran 
and as long as we can rely on our 
regional allies — Egypt, Israel, 
Saudi Arabia and the GCC, and 

• Turkey — to preserve a balance 
. of power in our favour in the 
; wider Middle East region, we will 

have the means to counter both 
the Iraqi and Iranian regimes. We 
wiil not need to depend on one to 
■ counter the other. 

• ; “I hope that by now Clinton 
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administration policy towards 
Iraq is dearly understood. Simply 
stated, we seek Iraq’s foil com- 
pliance with all U.N. resolutions. 
The regime of Saddam Hussein 
must never again pose a threat to 
Iraq’s neighbourhood. And we 
are also committed to ensuring 
Iraq’s compliance with U.N. Re- 
solution 688, which calls upon the 
regime to end its repression of the 
Iraqi people. 

“Our purpose is deliberate: it is 
to establish dearly and unequivo- 
cally that die current regime in 
Iraq is a criminal regime, beyond 
the pale of international society 
and, in our judgment, irredeem- 
able. 

“Con tainin g the threat from 
Iran is a more difficult though no 
less necessary undertaking. When 
we assess Iranian intentions and 
capabilities we see a dangerous 
combination for Western in- 
terests. Iran is engaged in a five- 
part challenge to the United 
States and the international com- 
munity. It is foremost state spon- 
sor of terrorism and assassination 
across foe globe. Through its 
support for Hamas and Hizbol- 
lah, Iran is doing its best to 
thwart our efforts to promote 
peace between Israel, foe Palesti- 
nians and the Arab states. 
Through its connections with 
Sudan, Iran is fishing in troubled 
waters across foe Arab World, 
actively seeking to subvert friend- 
ly governments. Through its ac- 
tive efforts to acquire offensive 
weapons, Iran is seeking an abil- 
ity to dominate the Gulf by milit- 
ary means. And, perhaps most 
disturbing, Iran is seeking a 
WMD (weapons for mass des- 
truction) capability including 
clandestine nuclear weapons 
capability and ballistic missiles to 
deliver weapons of mass destruc- 
tion to foe Middle East. 

“The necessity to act now de- 
rives from foe fact that Iran’s 
threatening intentions for the 
moement outstrip its capabilities. 
But this moment wifi not last for 
long. If we foil in our efforts to 
modify Iranian behaviour, five 
years from now Iran will be much 
more capable of posing a real 
threat to Israel, to foe Arab 
World and to Western interests in 
the Middle East. The opportunity 
to act now, on the other hand, 
derives from the feet that Iran is 
no longer a good commercial 
proposition. It is SS billion in 
arrears on its short term interna- 
tional loans and this figure is 
growing in leaps and bounds. Iran 
suffers from 30 per cent inflation 
and 30 per cent unemployment. 
In short, Iran is a bad investment 
in both commercial and strategic 
terms, not just for the United 
States but for all responsible 
members of the international 
community. 

Pursuing peace 

“This effort at dual contain- 
ment in foe Gulf is also lent 
greater urgency by its impact on 
the other arrp of our policy to- 
ward the Middle East — the 
pursuit of Middle East peace. 
The opport u nity that we believe 
exists for Arab-Israeli peacemak- 
ing stems in large part from 
changes in strategic circumst- 
ances m foe region. 

“After four decades of trying 
to settle their conflict by force, 
Arabs and Israelis have come to 
recognise that it is time to settle 
their differences through direct 
negotiations. But if the balance of 
power in the region should shift 
again in favour of radical forces 
led by Iraq or Iran, this effort is 
likely to fed as the military option 
appears more viable to some of 
the participants in foe negotia- 
tions. 

“President Clinton’s ability to 
f ulfill his campaign promise to 
maintaining continuity in these 
peace negotiations was due in 
large part to the feet that the 
strategic calculations of the par- 
ties to the peace negotiations had 
not changed in the interregnum 
between administrations. Indeed, 
the one new factor that emerged 
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during this period — foe rising 
tide of religious extremism — 
seemed actually to reinforce foe 
interests of all the parties not only 
in returning to the table, but also 
in demonstrating that negotia- 
tions can produce results. For foe 
Islamic extremists pose a com- 
mon threat to all the parties 
engaged in the peace talks, be it 
Israel, the Palestinians or even 
Syria. 

“Nevertheless, bringing foe 
parties back to the table was still 
no easy task. And foe way foe 
Clinton administration pursued 
this objective has established a 
precedent for foe way we will 
conduct policy towards the nego- 
tiations. First, based on our 
assessment that foe negotiations 
were ripe for breakthroughs on 
several fronts, we offered to step 
up America's role in foe negotia- 
tions by offering to become a 
“full partner" to all foe parties. 
This, however, remains a contin- 
gent offer. We can only be a full 
partner if foe parties themselves 
are willing to assume their re- 
sponsibilities. In this regard, re- 
turning to the table is not enough. 
We cannot and will not substitute 
ourselves for their direct involve- 
ment with each other in the give- 
and-take of negotiations. If they 
are ready to solve their problems 
through compromises which take 
account of the minimum require- 
ments of the other side, we are 
ready to act as the facilitator and 
intermediary. But we will not be 
the ones to deliver or impose our 
will. 

“Second, the president and foe 
secretary of stare made it clear 
that our approach to the negotia- 
■ tions will involve working with 
Israel, not against it. We are 
committed to deepening our 
strategic partnership with Israel 
in the pursuit of peace and secur- 
ity. Those who genuinely seek a 
comprehensive and real peace 
recognise that this cannot be 
accomplished without Israel 
undertaking a withdrawal from 
territory, involving tangible risks 
to its security. And those who 
seek real progress should under- 
stand that it won’t come without 
this kind of special relationship 
between the U.S. and Israel. 

“Prime Minister Rabin has 
made it dear that his government 
is ready to take those risks for 
peace. But he cannot do that 
unless Israel is offered real peace 
in return and unless Israel is 
secure in the knowledge that the 
.United States stands four-square 
behind it. That is precisely why, 
when the prime minister told 
President Clinton that he was 
prepared to take risks for peace. 
President Clinton responded that 
our role is to minimise those 
risks.” 

“Third, we have demonstrated 
that we are also prepared to work 
as full partners with the Arab 
parties involved in the negotia- 
tions. They too will have to take 
risks for peace — and we recog- 
nise this. We understand the 
pressure the Palestinian nego- 
tiators are under and the difficul- 
ties they have in engaging in 
negotiations. But to achieve their 
objectives there can be no substi- 
tute for engaging in negotiations 
about the substance of interim 
self-government arrangements 
without knowing the final status 
of the West Bank and Gaza. They 
will know, however, that engage- 
ment will bring empowerment 
over their lives and fete for the 
first time in their troubled his- 
tory. And they will know that in 
the third year of foe interim 
period they will be in a position to 
negotiate the final status issues 
under the aegis of U.N. Resolu- 
tions 242 and 338. The Syrians 
need to be willing to commit 
themselves to real peace with 
Israel with all that means for 
ending the conflict, normalising 
relations, opening borders, ex- 
changing embassies and estab- 
lishing commercial relations. If 
they are ready to engage in nego- 
tiations in this way, we are ready 
to do our part to ensure that a 
breakthrough to peace is 
achieved.” - 
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Investigators build case 
against bombing suspects 


King Bfagaan fi 

Acrimony 

greets 

Amnesty 
mission 
in Morocco 

RABAT (R) — A delegation 
from Amnesty International, a 
human rights group described as 
useless by Morocco's King Has- 
san, began talks Friday with 
Moroccan officials for the first 
time in three years. 

In a recent report, the London- 
based organisation attacked 
alleged Jraman jrights__abuse_in 
Morocco whidi it said included 
the detention of numerous people 
at secret locations. 

The three-member Amnesty 
mission is the first to bold talks in 
Morocco in three years since a 
previous delegation was asked to 
leave foe country. 

Led by Amnesty Deputy 
Secretary-General Heave Berger 
of Switzerland, the delegation 
now in Rabat conferred with 
leaders of the multi-party Con- 
sultative Council for Human 
Rights (CCDH) appointed by 
King Hassan three years ago. 

In a statement issued Thurs- 
day, foe CCDH said it would 
meet the mission “in an atmos- 
phere of transparency, clarity, 
objectivity and honesty.” 

But the CCDH reproached 
Amnesty for issuing a report cri- 
tical of Morocco last March de- 
spite its request to delay publica- 
tion until talks were held. 

“The report was in fact a cam- 
paign waged against Morocco by 
a group trying to tarnish its repu- 
tation, for purposes other than 
foe defence of human rights,” the 
CCDH said. 

. “Such a report shows foe orga- 
nisation's bias, which is contrary 
to the principles of independence 
and neutrality that any human 
rights organisation in foe world 
should observe,” it added. 

King Hassan, in a French tele- 
vision interview broadcast Sun- 
day, said: “I don't see why it 
(Amnesty) comes to put its nose 
in our affairs." 

' Amnesty, he said, was an “old 
and completely faded thing that 
has no further use.” 


The New York Times 
and Washington Post 

FINGERPRINT BY fingerprint, 
investigators in the World Trade 
Centre bombing are amassing 
forensic evidence, from New 
Jersey apartments and a storage 
locker where bomb-making che- 
micals were kept, that further 
links suspects in the conspiracy 
case. 

Laboratory reports from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) suggest that the fingerprint 
evidence will be one of foe crucial 
elements that will be unveiled in 
the trial of the seven people 
charged in the Feb. 26 bombing 
that left six people dead and 
injured more than 1,000. 

The reports show that Moham- 
mad A. Salameh, foe first suspect 
arrested, handled numerous 
hems in the Jersey City storage 
locker where investigators say the 
explosive ingredients were 
stored. His fingerprints were 
found on a black plastic bottle of 
shotgun powder, as well as a 
50- pound (22-kilo) bag of the 
chemical , ammonium nitrate and 
a brown bottle of a third chemic- 
al. He also handled a glass beaker 
and plastic bottle, according to 
the laboratory reports. 

Ramzi Ahmad Yousef, a mis- 
sing suspect who has prompted an 
International manhunt,. left fing- 
erprints on -a brown bottle of 
sodium azide, the reports say. 
Sodium azide is a propellant that 
produces nitrogen gas and is 
usually used in inflating air bags. 

Another report shows for the 


first time that investigators re- 
trieved both Jordanian and Iraqi 
currency in their search of sites 
linked to foe suspects. 

And FBI searches at the home 
of another suspect, Nidal A. 
Ayyad of Maplewood, New 
Jersey, have yielded a plastic bag 
of bullets and a gun dip, as well 
as paraphernalia linked to a de- 
funct Brooklyn company that had 
been investigated for fraud, the 
search records show... 

Mohammad Ahmad Ajaj, 27, a 
Palestinian who authorities said 
entered foe United States illegal- 
ly last September with manuals 
on bomb making, was indicted 
Wednesday 19 on charges that be 
conspired in foe Feb. 26 bomb- 
ing. 

Like four other suspects — 
Mohammad Salameh, 25; Nidal 
Ayyad, 25; Mahmud Abou Hali- 
ma, 33, and Bilal Alkaisi, 27 — 
Ajaj is being held without bail 
pending trial in September. A 
sixth suspect, Ramzi Ahmad 
Yousef, 26, is a fugitive and is 
believed to have left the country. 

Ajaj and Yousef flew here 
from Pakistan last Sept. 1, 
according to a complaint filed 
against Ajaj by federal prosecu- 
tors, ami Ajaj was arrested for 
using arfifce Swedish passport. 
Authorities said 12 bomb-making 
manuals, were found in his brief- 
case. - 

Ib?ahim-AL Gabrowny, not a 
suspect in foe bombing, was rein- 
dicted on charges that he ob- 
structed investigation of the inci- 
dent. He also is being held with- 
out bail. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Federal Bureau of IavesOMDon 
(FBI) and Secret Service Inves- 
tigators believe Iraq sent agents 
to assassinate President George 
Bush m Kuwait, but foe White 
House is pressing for firmer 
evidence, two administration 
officials said Thursday. 

The adminis tration has said it 
would respond against Iraq if it 
finds foe allegations to be true. 
But the White House and some 
State Department officials have 
been urging caution, said one of 
foe sources. 

Both spoke only on condition 
of anonymity. 

White House spokesman 
George Stephanopoulos would 
say little on foe subject besides, 
“we have no final conclusions 
from the investigation at aJL" 
He said be did not know how 
long it would take for a report 
to be concluded and sent to 
president Qinton. 

The FBI and Secret Service 
agents began their investigation 
in Kuwait 26 days ago and have 
since interviewed foe 11 Iraqi 
suspects jailed April 13, the 
officials said. Most of the team 
returned to Washington recent- 
ly, said a third official. 

Based on their interviews, on 
Kuwaiti-supplied information, 
and cm the types of explosives 
found in the suspects* posses- 
sion, the team is now certain 
that Iraq's ministry of intelli- 
gence sent agents to kill Mr. 
Bush when be visited Kuwait 
April 14-16, the two officials 
said. 

Scepticism within the admi- 
nistration has stemmed from 
several factors: 

U.S. officials were disturbed 
that Kuwait did not tell them it 
had arrested the 11 Iraqis and 
five other suspects until other 
late in die Bush visit or after- 
ward. 

Although it appeared Kuwait 
held off because it didn’t want 
to risk a cancellation of the visit 
— which was a salute to Mr. 
Bush’s leadership in r evers i ng 
Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait — 
U.S. officials were still con- 
cerned the Kuwaitis might have 
been hiding information. 

■ The State D epa rtm e n t also 
reported that the suspects 
appeared to have been tortured 
in captivity, cansing some 
doubts about foe veracity of the 
confessions they gave the 
Kuwaitis, said foe officials. 


The Iraqis originally Cried td 

paw? focmscJves dft as 
gjers, but quickly broke down 
under Kuwaiti questioning. Mid 
oat of the officials. 

Kuwaiti authorities 
announced from the sure foajt 
they would not extrafota tha 
suspects to the United State*— 
the United States has not re- 
quested it — and would pa* 
them oq trial. The trial is set for 
June 5, and the Iraqis, as 

as one of the five ocher non- 
Iraqis arrested in the -alleged 
plot, could face death sentence* 
If convicted. 

Some of foe suspects did not 
n fffw u> know who the target of 
the planned attacks was — 
although one told authentic* 
that it was Mr. Bush, the offi- 
cials said. 

One of the investigator* 
nunw nwfcs. was to find one 
whether Mr. Bush was in feet 
the target, or whether foe wfr 
pects meant to set off bomb* 
around Kuwait Gty to dhsrup* 
the visit. 

The investigators Quickly 
concluded that Iraq was behind 
the mission, based largely op 
the fact that the explosive* in a 
car bomb rigged to explode 
near a buildingMr. Bush was to 
visit were of the type used by 
Iraq in past acts. 

Having interviewed the Sus- 
pects over the past two weeks, 
foe also was convinced, 

that their target was Mr. Bush, 
said one official. 

The interviews have borne 
out everything that Kuwait 
about foe suspects and 
their intentions — especially 
that one of the suspects planned 
to strap explosives around bis 
body and blow himself up next 
to Mr. Bush, in case the car 
bomb failed to hit its mark, he 
said. 

As far possible U.S. retalia- 
tion against Iraq, options 
appear limited. 

Restrictive international eco- 
nomic sanctions are already in 
{dace, imposed by foe U.N. to 
punish Iraq for its invasion of 
Kuwait. 

- * In international debates, 
some officials have suggested 
-bombing Iraqi targets such as 
foe Ministry of Intelligence in 
Baghdad — but foe suggestion 
was not met with wide approval 
because of foe civilian casual- 
ties in would likely incur, said 
one of foe two officials. 


U.N. panel completes Kuwait- Iraq border 


UNITED NATIONS (USIA) — 
Secretary General Boutros Ghali 
Thursday called the work of the 
United Nations Iraq-Kuwait 
boundary demarcation commis- 
sion “a noteworthy international 
success" and called upon Iraq “to 
respect the objectivity and impar- 
tiality” of the re suits. 

“The commission’s demarca- 
tion of the boundary between 
Iraq and Kuwait is in conformity 
with Resolution 687 and with the 
Charter of the United Nations,” 
Mr. Ghali said. “The decisions of 
the commission concerning the 
demarcation of 'the boundary are 
final” 

The certified copies of the de- 
marcated boundary coordinates 
will be deposited in foe U.N. 
archives and “represent foe final 
and authentic description” of the 
Iraq-Kuwait boundary, he said. 

The boundary demarcation 
commission is the first U.N. 
group set op as a result of Iraq's 
invasion of Kuwait to complete 
the work set out for it by foe 
Security Council. 

“Law, technology, tfiplomacy, 
and security have come together 
in a unique' United Nations en- 
deavour. All those involved can 
take great pride in this outcome. 
Together you have made a strong 


contribution to peace and stabil- 
ity for die region and the world,” 
the secretary general told the 
commission members. 

The commission held its final 
session from May 17 to 20 at 
U.N. headquarters, approving 
coordinates constituting foe final 
demarcation of the international 
boundary. It turned over copies 
of foe coordinates, a map illus- 
trating foe boundary and its final 
report to the secretary general. 

“The nature of foe task related 
solely to foe demarcation of the 
boundary and its work was tech- 
nical and not political. In demar- 
cating foe boundary, the commis- 
sion relied on the most advanced 
technology, including the use of 
satellite systems, digital terrain 
modeling, aerial photography, 
and tide gauges," a commission 
statement said. 

_ The work produced “a precise 
Well-documented and verifiable 
demarcation of foe entire bound- 
ary,” Mr. Ghali said. “Boundary 
markers will dearly display the 
course of the line. Satellite tech- 
nology has enabled the commis- 
sion to position each marker with 
a margin of error of only 1.5 cm. 
This would have been unthink- 
able only a few years ago.” 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE 
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NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Yonsef Nasser — 751144 
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Dr. Mohammad AJ Azzeh 75297] 

Dr. Khated Mu’addi 743500 

Fins pharmacy 6619 12 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy , 637055 

Nauoofch pharmacy 623672 

AlSdam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 
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Pab&SecarityDepanmea 630321 
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Amman Municipality 
Compto ns ....................... 787111 

Telephone Information 
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Electric Power 

Company 636381 

W Flight Information — 08-53200 

OueenASalnlL Airport...... 06-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre ..... 812813/32 
KbaEdi Maternity. J. Amn ... 644281/6 
Akflefa Maternity ,J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Murtermty 642362 

MaHias. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani .......... 664171/4. 

Shmctiani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Mu&sher Hospital ....... 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abdali 666127/37 
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Army. Mark* 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ......... 602240/50 

Amai Hospital 674155 

ZARQA? 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital — (03)314111 


“Other countries already are 
looking at this precedent to de- 
marcate their boundaries,” he 
added. 

The Western boundary in the 
Wadi A1 Batin divides foe tradi- 
tional grazing lands equally and 
leaves the historically important 
Hulaiba wells in Iraq, the com- 
mission said. The position of the' 
boundary has been fixed south of 
Safwan where a notice board 
marked it between 1923 and 
1939. 

The commission said that the 
port complex of Unun Qasr and 
foe waters of the Khowr Zhobetr 
on which it stands have been 
-continued as lying within Iraq. 
The median line demarcating the 
Khowr Abdnllah helps ensure ac- 
cess by both parties to the sea. 

“The commission has not 
reallocated territory between 
Kuwait and Iraq, but has simply 
carried out foe technical task 
necessary to demarcate, for foe 
first time, the precise coordinates 
of the international, boundary 
reaffirmed in the 1963 Agreed 
Minutes,” foe commission state- 
ment said. 

The commission has also com- 
pleted foe physical demarcation, 
placing 106 boundary pillars and 


Karachi. Dubai' 

S ===—£»! 


28 intermediate boundary mar- 
kers on the land boundary. The 
boundary along the low-water 
line in foe Khowr Zhobeir and 
foe median-line boundary in the 
Khowr Abdullah section have 
been demarcated by coordinates. 

The secretary general also told 
die co mm ission that he is malting 
arrangements for the future 
maintenance of the boundary pil- 
lars and markers and helping the 
parties settle “some practical 
problems” that have arisen with 
the demarcation. 

The commission was set up in 4 
May 1991 by the ceasefire resole- 1 
tion foe Security Council adopted 
at foe end of the Gulf war to 
demarcate the international 
boundary between the two coun- 
tries as set out in the “Agreed 
Minutes'’ signed by both in 19©. 

It was composed of five mem- 
bers:_ three independent experts 
appointed by the secretary gener- 
^Mdrepresentatives of Iraq and 

During its first five sessions 
during which the commission 
considered the offshore section 
and took decisions on foe land 
boundary, all members partici- 
pated; however. Iraq boycotted 
the remaining six session. 
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Catholic bishops end meeting satisfied with 
common values of Christians, Muslims 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Catholic 
bishops of the Middle East Friday 
wound up a four-day meeting in 
Amman by voicing deep satisfac- 
tion with what they tamed the 
“positive and common denomi- 
nators dominating the lives of the 

l n .lirn! tiHn and MusltOl lymnutiu 

ties” and by denouncing violence 
being committed m the name of 


Prime Minister ShaHf geM Jfr*i Shake ‘ fiwir a. 
day receives the under-secretary of the Swiss 


Foreign Ministry, Jakob Kdlcxiberger to dis- 
cuss Middle East developments (Petra photo) 


Swiss team to work on turning 
Jordan’s debt into grant in fall 


By a Jordan limes - 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A Swiss delegation 
is due in Jordan in October to 
'work out details of an agreement 
to transform Jor danian debts dne 
to Switzerland into a grant, 
according to a spokesman for the 
Swiss embassy in Amman Friday. 
• The spokesman, F. Bel- 
trametti, told the Jordan Times 
that agreement on this measure 
came during talks held over the 
'past' three days by the under 
secretary of the Swiss foreign minis- 
try, Jakob Kellenberger, 
■with government officials and His 


Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. 

The grant, he said, is another 
form of Swiss, assistance to Jor- 
dan, which is trying to finance its 
development projects and to 
promote exports. 

Mr. KeDenberger’s tollrc were 
positive, covering fixture coopera- 
tion in several fields and further 
steps to bolster bilateral ties, said 
the spokesman. 

Mr. KeDenbeiger, who left 
Amman for borne Thursday, dis- 
cussed Thursday morning econo- 
mic and trade issues with Minister 
of Planning, Ziad Fariz including 
con tinned economic assistance to 


Jordan. 

Earlier, Mr. KeQenberger was 
received by Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker with whom he 
reviewed Middle East develop- 
ments and the peace process. 

The Swiss official was quoted 
by the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, as expressing his country’s 
support for Jordan’s endeavours 
towards democarcy. 

During the talks here, Jorda- 
nian officials called on Switzer- 
land to increase its contributions 
to the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) to 
help it overcome its present 
financial difficulties. 


“We voice our great joy and 
deep satisfacti on with the very 
relaxed atmosphere and the jus- 
tice and equality which characte- 
rise Muslim-Christian societies 
and are guaranteed by laws and 
constitutions, said a final state- 
ment of tiie deliberations. 

“Christians and Muslims in the 
Arab World are brothers and 
citizens of the- same homeland, 
and we are deeply satisfied with 
their interaction over the ages 
towards bolstering co-existence 
and serving common goals,” the 
statement said. 

The 11-point statement said 
“politics continue to play a major 
role in affecting the destiny of 
Christian-Islamic relationships 
and that the sufferings of Muslims 
and Christians of the same coun- 
try are the same, but such suffer- 
ings could be exploited by certain 
groups to sow seeds of dissension 
and division among the people.” 
.Therefore, said the statement, 
“we appeal to the Christian and 
Muslim brothers alike to examine 
the situation carefully and refrain 
from being carried away with 


emotions, lest they fall in the trap 
of dissension and division.” 

Referring to the religious 
awakening now obvious in va- 
rious Arab countries, the state- 
ment stressed that “return to 
religion and spiritual meaning is a 
great thing, but such moves ought 
not to be transformed into ex- 
tremism, violence and other mal- 
practices, neither should piety 
become a reason for exercising 
pressure on others, negatively 
affecting their private and public 
life. 

“The statement voiced the 
bishops” total condemnation of 
all forms of violence in the name 
of religion because “violence 
tends to distort the meaning of 
religion and insults h uman digni- 
ty.”* 

It called on Muslims and 
Christians to free their societies 
of violence and to continue to 
ding to the true spirit of religion 
and worship of God. 

Among the main topics discus- 
sed by the bishops, according to 
the statement, were religious 
education, family affairs anapar- 
tidpation by Christians and Mus- 
lims in public life as well as 
collaboration in dealing with 
ignorance, jingoism and extrem- 
ism. 

“As believers in God, the 
Christians and Muslims are called 
on to co-exist in a way worthy of 
God’s blessing,” said the state- 
ment. 

It appealed to governments to 
create opportune dimates for 
such peaceful oo-existance and 
cooperation among the faiths, 
fostering affection and amity 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

King congratulates Yemeni president 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein Friday sent a cable 
to Yemeni President All Abdullah Saleh, congratulating him on 
the third anniversary of Yemen's reunification. The King wished 
President Saleh continued good health and happiness and the 
Yemeni people every success on the path of freedom, democra- 
tisation, progress and prosperity. On Thursday King Hussein 
telephoned Turkish President Suleiman Demirel, congratulating 
him on his election as president. The King and President Demirel 
reviewed bilateral relations and exchanged views on several issues 

, Dutch foreign/ninister fcarriye fort-day talks 

AMMAN- (Petra)— Dutch ForeigruMmister Pieter Koijtnanswfll . 
arrive here Sunday on a oae>-day-visit to Jordan for tails with Ins 
, 3 S»unterpart Kamel Abu Jaber on means on enhancing bilateral i 
cooperation. The two officials will also discuss issues of common 
concern, including the latest developments of the Middle East 
peace process and Holland’s role and that of die European 
Community (EC) in advancing the efforts to establish a just peace. 

Arab-German panel official a-rives for talks 

RAMTHA (Petra) — The chairman of the Arab-German 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry Friday arrived here from 
Damascus on a three-day visit to Jordan, daring which he will 
hold talks with Jordanian officials on means of promoting 
economic relations between both countries and enhancing com- 
mercial extuange- 

Police issue 75,683 traffic tickets in April 

f 

AMMAN (Petra) — The traffic police have issued 75,683 tickets 
to traffic law violators in various parts of the Kingdom last month, 
according to a statistical report by the department. The report 
said that 46,855 violators were referred to courts.lt said JD28,828 
tickets were paid in cash to the department, bringing in JD281,765 
in revenues. Of the total number of tickets, 58.4 per cent were 
registered by the Amman -police, 17.7 per cent by the highway 
patrol police, 9.6 per cent by the Zarqa police, 8.4 per cent by the 
Irbid police and two per cent by the Karak police. 



IRBID GOVEKNORATE Thursday cele- 
Jxrates the 40th anniversary of His Majesty 
King Hussein's assumption of his constitution- 
al powers. A major celebration was held at the 
municipal stadium area, where hundreds of 
decorated cars carrying pictures of King 
Hussein and the Jordanian flag toured the 


main streets of the city. A march was also 
organised with thousands of indents as well'as 
people from all walks of life' participating. In 
the evening, Irbid Governor Fayez A1 Abbadi 
addressed a special celebration held at Yar- 
mouk University to mark the occasion. 


Specialists stress basic education 


AMMAN (Petra) — Participants 
in a three-day regional consul tan-, 
cy meeting on educational re- 
novation Thursday concluded 
their discussions with a call for 
crystallising new educational 
goals for the Arab region. 

They called for developing the 
philosophy, goals and content of 
education with a view to enhano 
tng its contribution towards the 
preparation of new generations 
capable of facing up to future 
challenges. 

They recommended that the 
educational renovation plan for 


the years 1993-1995 be reviewed 
and that further attention be 
directed to needs and priorities of 
Arab countries. 

Participants also stressed the 
importance of increasing enroll- 
ment rates in basic education and 
called for improving the quality 
of education and methods of eva- 
luating the learning process. 

They called for linking secon- 
dary education with the develop- 
ment needs and stressed the need 
for directing special care to gifted 
and excelling students. 

The participants also adopted a 


recommendation calling for de- 
veloping methods of evaluation at 
the secondaiy education level, 
developing educational manage- 
ment and teacher training prog- 
rammes. , 

The meeting was organised by 
the Ministry of Education in 
cooperation with the Amman 
office of the United Nations Edu- 
cational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organisation (UNESCO). 

Taking pan in the meeting 
were delegates from 16 Arab 
countries, in addition to repre- 
sentatives of the Arab League 


Reservations in enacting some international conventions 
apply to Jordan as well — - say human rights activists 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — So many countries 

* hasten to endorse international 

- conventions and agreements, but 
~ when it comes to enactment, re- 
' ' serva tions and justifications come 
Jap and traditions are used as 
" pretexts to their non-commitment 

to international standards. Jor- 
dan is no exception. 

“Many developing countries 
sign a large number of these 
charters, but they do not apply 
them nor do they amend the 
country’s laws to correspond to 
die agreements' stipulations,” 
said Waleed Sadi, a member of 
the Geneva-based -U.N. Human 
Rights Committee. 

Dr. Sadi was addressing a 
meeting last Wednesday at a 
seminar on the situation of hu- 
man rights in Jordan. The semi- 
nar, which grouped human righis 
activists from different fields, was 
organised by the Arab Organisa- 
tion for Human Rights — Jordan 
Branch as part of preparations for 
the world conference to be held 
: in Vienna in June. 

In his speed>, Dr. Sadi said 
developed countries normally 
take quick action by changi n g 
; their legislations to be consistent 

- with international laws. 

Despite a 1982 Cassation Court 
; resolution that stipulates that in- 
; tern a ti on al agreements and char- 

- ters “supercede that of the coun- 
try’s laws” and although Jordan 

; has signed many agreements and 

* -conventions in favour of human 
rights, it has showed reservations 
over certain articles, out of which 


the “largest share goes to 
women,” Dr. Sadi said. 

For example, Jordan signed the 
agreement that bans all sorts of 
discrimination against women, 
but displayed reservation on 
some items that grant men and 
women equal status. 

The reservations included the 
right of women to have freedom 
of movement and freedom of 
choosing a place of residence, to 
have equal rights in choosing the 
nationality of their children and 
in matters related to marriage. 

“I don’t see any justification 
for these reservations,” Dr. Sadi 
said. “Women activists in the 
country should object to these 
reservations and demand their 

annulment.” 

A participant said that certain 
articles in international laws con- 
tradict some countries' legislation 
inspired from “divine scripts,” to 
winch Dr. Sadi responded that 
draft resolutions for international 
agreements have been formu- 
lated by the countries themselves. 

“Even if they did not take part 
in formulating them,” he said, 
“they could have objected during 
the drafting process on one hand, 
or they shouldn’t have endorsed 
them rf they are in contradiction 
with their constitutions on the 
other." 

Freedom of Opinion 

and Expression 

Commenting on Article 19 of 
the International Declaration of 
Human Rights, which guarantiees 
to every person the freedom of 
opinion and expression, the 


second lecturer, Mohammad 
Masharqa, cited numerous viola- 
tions of this right in Jordan by-the. 
government, die press and the 
political parties themselves. 

Mr. Masharqah described the 
Press and Publications Law as 
one among many instruments 
used to muzzle the press and 
restrict freedom of expression 
and opinion. 

The law, effective since May 
17, forces journalists to be, mem- 
bers, in the Jordanian Journalists’ 
Association, which is “in contra- 
diction with Art. 20 of the Inter- 
' national Declaration of Human 
Rights, which says that no person 
should be forced to belong to any 
society,” he said. 

Mr. Masharqah said the law 
also forces journalists to reveal 
then sources in criminal cases and 
Art. 8 of the same law was 
“phrased in a way that would 
make it easy to send writers and 
journalists to prison.” 

“Who can pot a definition — 
that all people would agree upon 
— on freedom, national responsi- 
bility, respect of Islamic and the 
Arab nation's values?” be asked. ’ 

The law also imposes restric- 
tions, mainly financial, on issuing 
a newspaper or establishing a 
publishing company, Mr. 
Masharqah said. 

Articles which grant the jour- 
nalist access to information are 
“blocked by other laws that pro- 
hibit employees to give state- 
ments to the press without formal 
permission, he said citing file 
example of Mustafa Odwan, the 
director of Research and Studies 
Centre (RSC) at the Lower 


House of Parliament. Dr. Odwan 
was transferred from bis position 
at parliament, apparently be- 
cause he talked to the press about - 
improving the RSC. 

The constraints to freedom of 
expression, Mr. Masharqah said, 
include: The ideological intimida- 
tion the Islamic stream uses 
against “those who don’t share 
their beliefs ... accnsmg them of 
being Zionist agents,” the restric- 
tions imposed by chief editors on 
writers; the censorship in televi- 
sion and the call for the establish- 
ment of a higher council for the 
press. 

“It is so regretful that the 
minister of information, a former 
journalist himself, wants to im- 1 
pose restrictions cut the press by 
forming a higher press council; 
another censorship institution,” 
said Mr. Masharqah. 

Women Abuse 

Emily Naffa’, a human rights, 
activist, pointed out that although ■ 
women co m prised the majority in 
the society (52 per cent of the 
population), their lives and 
careers are controlled by tradi- 
tions, conventions and, above all, 
current legislations “that date 
back to ancient times.” 

The inequality between the 
sexes in the civil status law, men’s 
right to arbitrary divorce, poly- 
gamy without conditions, and fix- 
ing minimum marriage age at 15, 
are “ample signs of fixe women's 
miserable status and discrimina- 
tion against them,” Ms. Naffa’ 
said. 

Women’s participation in the 
workforce does not exceed 11.5 


per cent while men's participation 
reaches 70 per cent. 

The unemployment rate among 
women amounts to 34.4 per cent 
while it only stands at 14.5 for 
men. 

According to Ms. Naffa*, this is 
discrimination against women, 
barring them from equal chances 
of their male counterparts in 
school, the workplace and salar- 
ies. 

. “Political parties, women's 
organisations and all progressive 
forces in the society must exert 
efforts to ensure that women 
enjoy full rights; not only through 
amending legislation but also by 
raising awareness among women 
themselves of their rights,” Ms. 
Naffa' said, demanding a quota 
for women in parliament. 

Labour Unions 

No tangible progress had hap- 
pened in the labour movement in 
Jordan, four years after the intro- 
duction of democracy in Jordan, 
according to Yousef Horani, the 
president of the labour union. 

In 1990, an agreement was 
reached between a group of un- 
ions leaders with the General 
Union of Labour Federations “to 
put an end to the numerous viola- 
tions (of the Labour Law), but 
nothing came out of that agree- 
ment,” Mr. Horani noted. 

He said that so little has been 
done regarding the enhancement, 
of the labour situation: em- 
ployees are still reluctant to join # 
general committees rarely con- 
vene and major issues and de- 
mands are ignored. 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan and Cathode Bishops of the Middle East Thursday 
at the Royal Court (Petra photo) 


among them. 

With reference to the situation 
in the Middle East, the bishops 
expressed hope that the suffering 
of the Iraqi Lebanese, and 
Palestinian people will end, and 
that civil strife in Sudan will he 
settled soon. 

On Thursday, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan and 
Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben 
Shaker met separately with the 
bishops to voice their support for 
their endeavours. 


In an address to the bishops. 
Prince Hassan pointed out that, 
selfishness, ignorance and prefer- 
ence of material to spiritual 
values lay behind the ongoing 
conflicts in the Middle East and 
the Balkan peninsula. 

He called for common concepts 
to be strengthened between fol- 
lowers of Christianity and Islam 
in a bid to overcome the present 
conflicts. 

Noting that the Christians and 
Che Muslims have divine mis- 


sions, the Crown Prince said the 
present religious awakening re- 
flects the return to true faith in 
God and joint belief in the mis- 
sion of our father Abraham. 

The Prime Minister stressed 
the importance of the role of 
Muslim and Christian scholars in 
promoting public awareness and 
in religious education. 

He said this should enable all 
members of society to live in 
affection, tolerance and co- 
existence. 


Tourism rises 46% in 1992 

1993. first quarter sees 17,234 visitors 


AMMAN (Petra) — The total 
number of tourists and visitors to 
Jordan in 1992 rose by 46 percent 
over 1991, according to official 
figures issued by the Department 
of Statistics and quoted by the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The growth in tourism con- 
trasted heavily with the relative 
low rates of visitors during the 
1990 and 1991 periods which 
coincided with the Gulf crisis and 
its devastating effects on the tour- 
ism industry,. said the:statement. 

It noted that Arab and foreign 
visitors to the Kingdom last year 
numbered 3,243,000. compared 
with 2,281,000 in 1989 before the 
Gulf crisis when the country's 


tourism was at its normal level. 

The statement said visitors 
from the Arab World constituted 
the largest sector of tourists last 
year, accounting for more than 88 
per rent of the total. 

But, it noted that Arab visitors 
included Egyptians who came to 
the Kingdom for work or for a 
short stay. 

Visitors from Asian countries 
like Japan, Malaysia, the Philip- 

E ines, Thailand, Pakistan, South 
lorea, India, Indonesia, Sri 
Lanka and China made up the 
second largest category, account- 
ing for 6.4 per cent of the total 
number of visitors. 


The statement said that visitors 
from Europe came in third and 
accounted for nearly four per 
cent. 

Visitors came here last year 
from Germany, Italy, the United 
Kingdom and to a "lesser degree 
from eastern European countries 
including Finland, the Nether- 
lands. Belgium. Greece and De- 
nmark. 

According to the statement, 
very few visitors came from 
North and South America. 

But it noted that visitors to 
Jordan in the first quarter of 1993 
numbered 17,234 compared with 
12,517 in the first three months of 
1992. 


Jordanian businessmen prepare 
for trade seminar in France 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan will 
take part in an economic, indust- 
rial and trade seminar to be held 
in the French city of Ulle on June 
17, according to Mohammad 
Farhan, director general of the 
Jordanian Investments Corpora- 
tion (JIC). 

Dr. Farhan made the 
announcement in an address to a 
symposium held here Thursday to 
discuss Jordan's participation in 
the Lille seminar where, he said, 
a large number of companies 
from Europe and other conti- 


Minister 
plans more 

iself-reliance 
"projects for 
Aqaba 


nents will discuss means of prom- 
oting world trade. 

In the two-day Lille seminar. 
Dr. Farhan said, representatives 
of major investment and indust- 
rial firms in Jordan will have the 
opportunity to meet their coun- 
terparts from European nations 
to discuss prospects for increased 
trade and joint investment 

Calling on Jordanian indus- 
trialists to speed up the formali- 
ties for their participation. Dr. 
Farhan noted that the seminar 
will offer a precious chance for 


the Jordanians to come in J.icct 
contact with representatives of 
more than 1,000 firms. 

Among those addressing 
Thursday's meeting were repre- 
sentatives of the European Com- 
munity delegation office in Am- 
man who outlined the main pur- 
pose of the Ulle meeting. 

The French commercial 
attache in Jordan also spoke at 
the meeting, calling for closer 
cooperation between French and 
Jordanian firms in the transfer of 
modem technology. - 


region 


AQABA (Petra) — Minister 
of Social Development Amin 
Mashaqbeh Thursday said the 
ministry will undertake a com- 
prehensive social survey to 
assess the situation of people in 
this area 

During a tour in Aqaba dis- 
trict, Dr. Mashaqbeh disclosed 
the ministry's plans to encour- 
age income-generating pro- 
jects as a replacement of the 
present policy of paying 
monthly stipends to needy 
families. 

The minister said cash assist- 
ance is provided to some 
25,000 families, adding that the 
ministry has granted 1,200 
loans to needy families to set 
up income-generating projects. 

He pointed out that the 
ministry grants loans of 
JD 1,000 to JD 3,000 to people 
eligible to receive help. 

Such loans are interest-free 
and are payable over a period 
of 8 years. Dr. Mashaqbeh 
explained. 

He called on people to rely 
on themselves and to set up 
projects capable of ensuring 
sufficient income for their 
families. 

The minister's tour took him 
to Wadi Araba, Risheb and 
Rabmah. 



Tins ROYAL Scientific Society (RSS) Research and Development 
Section of the Electronic Services and Training Centre recently 
designed and manufactured a new educational aid, named the 
Digital Logic Trainer. This device helps technical students 
specialised in computer science and electrical engineering under- 
stand digital logic circuits through experiments related to coarse 
material. Already 25 units of the device have been imtnn ed in the 
logic laboratory of the RSS Princess Sumaya University College for 
Technology. Yarmonk University also wiH provide its digital lock 

Laboratory with 16 units. ■ 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
tune and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

■fr Art exhibition entitled “Fragments; Weavings and Works on 
Paper” by Kerin A. Hindi and Margaret M. Hindi at the 
American Centre. 

* Exhibition of paintings by Snha Katibah Nontsi at the Spanish 
Cultural. 

* Art e x h ib iti o n by Patrice Pain at the French Cultural Centre. 
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Bolder initiatives needed 

THE PALESTINIANS’ draft of a “declaration of 
principles ’ 1 to their falks with their Israeli counterpart 
and Palestinian insisten ce that final status negotiations 
should start in October next year point to the urgency 
they attach to the talks producing early and satisfac- 
tory results. Both time and drcmnstances can frus- 
trate the Palestinian and Arab quest for permanent 
and just peace. Mainstream Arabs, Palestinians and 
Israelis pin much hope on the talks bearing fruit or 
achieving progress in a relatively short time. But 
radicals on both sides are betting on the failure of the 
talks. 

-£'4 The frostratiuzMm the Palestinian side is both strong 
and justified. The whole population of the West Bank 
r and Gaza has so far been under Israeli siege since the 
end of March. More Palestinians were killed in the last 
four months than in the whole of 1992. Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin’s policies cm coexistence and 
his declared intention to exchange land for peace are 
increasingly coming under attack by Israeli rightists. 
The cautious optimism of October 1991 when the 
Madrid talks started and the glimm er of hope ushered 
in by Labour’s win in Israeli elections in June 1992 
have by now evaporated, especially in Palestinian 
mind s and hearts. 

From the drafts exchanged by both Israelis and 
Pales tinians and the pressures that each party endures 
from its own constituency, it is dear that their two 
positions are still far apart on some very important 
Issues. And while that is the situation on the 
Palestinian-Israeli trade, some progress has been 
achieved on the other tracks. Syrian and Israeli 
declarations and statements over the terms of peace 
between them Indicate that the two countries are 
inching towards peace. Yet the Arabs acknowledge 
and repeat that the core of any peace settlement is a 
solution to the Palestine question first and foremost. 
Unless all aspects of the Palestinian issue are resolved 
based on U.N. resolutions, international legitimacy 
and respect for national rights the whole region will 
continue to be volatile and dangerous. 

It therefore becomes imperative that the negotiating 
parties, inducting the co-sponsors, revise their 
approach to the conflict. Instead of tackling it as one 
composed of separate conflicts between each Arab 
party on the one hand and Israel on the other, the 
problem can for instance be treated as one between 
Arabs and Israelis. If Arabs cannot make peace with 
Israel until the Palestinian issue is resolved first and if 
Israel seeks peace with the Arabs and the Palestinians, 
then a comprehensive deal must be worked out 
between the two sides. Such a deal would enable the 
Arabs to get back their occupied lands and rights while 
giving Israel the peace it seeks. A comprehensive deal, 
not separate ones, would even be more satisfying if 
endorsed by the Arabs both individually and collec- 
tively. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily dwelt on the Jordanian-Palestmian joint 
action vis-a-vis developments in the region and in confrontation 
with Israeli defiance and repression. Referring to an address given 
. by King Hussein to a group of senior officers in the Palestine 
Liberation Army in Jordan, the paper said that the Jordanians 
' and the Palestinians seek peace based on justice, as the King has 
said, but they want a peace that can be acceptable to the future 
generations. The Jordanians and Palestinians, as the King 
. reiterated, form one family and are closing ranks in the face of 
; common challenges and in confrontation with injustice and 
• repression added the paper. King Hussein stressed to the 
. Palestine army officers the importance, for the Jordanian and 
, Palestinian people, to remain steadfast in the fact of Israel’s. 
. occupation and help each other in this time of adversity because 
they together face a common danger and no doubt they have a 
; common destiny, the paper pointed out. The paper stressed the 
; King's words that the Jordanian people will continue to provide 
’■ all possible backing to the Palestinians to regain their rights, 
noting that perseverance and diligence and closed ranks are now 
required more than at any time in the past. 

MOHAMMAD SUBEIHI, a columnist in AI Dustour, voiced 
backing for the finance minister’s quest to impose the sales tax in 
. order to stem consumption and reduce spending in Jordan. Those 
who watched the minister defend the government’s position 
during the television interview two nights ago are better informed 
now about the sales tax, which is still to be imposed in the 
country, the writer said. Those who oppose the tax, said the 
writer should realise that the Jordanian people must fast for years 
<£fld abstain horn consuming imported commodities so that their 
country can regain its economic and financial balance and pay its 
dues to die creditors. Without stringent economic measures, the 
Jordanians cannot conform with the requirements of the econo- 
mic restructuring programme nor can they save enough to pay 
their dues to the world banks and governments added Subeihi. 
The finance minister ought to be supported in his drive to enable 
the country, particularly the rich, to pay off the debt and restore 
its normal economic situation; for this reason, the writer said, 
there is an urgent need for the government to issue legislation or p 
temporary law to impose the sales tax. He said that the 
government can later submit the sales tax draft law to Parliament 
fl-'p-'val. 
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SURPRISE FROM UNEXPECTED QUARTERS 

Group of American Jews 
opposes peace talks 


By Donald Neff 


WASHINGTON DC — A 
strange thing is happening on the 
way to peace in the Middle East. 
The shrillest and most suspicious 
opponents of Israel’s polities are 
turning out not to be the Syrians 
or the Palestinians or western 
liberals but a group of American 
Jews. They are the former hard- 
line supporters of Likud, and the 
rumpus they are raising is causing 
anxiety among U.S. officials and 
such discomfort in Israel as to 
make Yitzhak Rabin’s govern- 
ment take extraordinary mea- 
sures to justify the peace process 
to American Jews. 

The actions have included the 
issuing by the Israeli embassy of 
a highly unusual paper defending 
Mr. Rabin’s policies against a 
broadside attack by editor Nor- 
man Podhoretz of Commentary 
magazine, an influential publica- 
tion of the American Jewish 
Committee. Podhoretz repre- 
sents the neurotic right wing of 
Zionism, that group whose suspi- 
cions are so ingrained that they 
cannot take any good news at 
face value. Thus Podhoretz wrote 
in tee April issue of Commentary 
what he called “A Statement on 
tee Peace Process” in which he 
admitted that the popularity of 
Mr. Rabin's polities caused him 
profound anxiety: 

“I cannot help suspecting teat 
tee enemies of Israel know some- 
thing about these politics that the 
friends of Israel are failing to see. 
I will go further and assert flat out 
teat if those polities are meeting 
with so much approval in certain 
quartets, it must mean teat they 
are not good for Israel." 

Tie article, despite it patholo- 
gical overtones, is causing 
tremendous ferment in tee Jewish 
community. This was doubly so 
since it not only reinforced pre- 
dictable fears teat Israel was 
embarked on. a perilous course, 
but also, because of tee back- 


ground of the author. Podhoretz 
bad become known through the 
years of Likud rule for his stern 
dictum to American Jews: hold 
your criticism or move to Israel. 
Now here he was criticising in tee 
veiy open manner he had abjured 
others to avoid and he had not 
moved to Israel to do it. 

To make matters worse, two 
other influential right-wing Zion- 
ists, A.M. Rosenthal and William 
Safire, both columnists for the 
New York limes, also came out 
with blasts against pro-Rabin 
Jews, causing Labour Member of 
Knesset (MK) Ephraim Sneh to 
write to tee Times that some 
American Jews were Obstructing 
tee peace process. He tartly 
noted: “They may not have ex- 
perienced tee horrors of war and . 
tee tough conditions of daily life 
in IsraeL. Hardline criticism from 
a distance of 6,000 miles will not 
change tee situation.” 

Another . Rabin supporter, 
Henry Siegraan, executive direc- 
tor of tee American Jewish Con- 
gress, complained to tee Times: 
“It is astounding how far these 
hardliners are prepared to go in 
challenging the credibility, and 
even the legitimacy, of Israel's 
current government for no better 
reason than to lessen their dis- 
comfort with their own out- 
rageous inconsistencies. ” 

The clamour was such that 
Israeli officials have been franti- 
cally circulating the community, 
trying to gain its support for tee 
peace process. Ambassador Ita- 
mar Rabinovich has gone out of 
his way to hold at least one 
conference with important lead- 
ers to explain in detail Israel’s 
negotiating tactics, and he and 
other Israeli officials have been 
holding face-to-face meetings 
with leaders of various Jewish 
organisations. More telling, the 
Israeli embassy paper justifying 
Mr. Rabin’s policies specifically 
cited Podhoretz’s article as tee 


reason that Israel felt the need to 
set the record straight in tee U.S. 

Justifying Rubin 

The paper, titled “The Peace 
Imperative”, went bade to the 
roots erf Zionism to justify Mr. 
Rabin. It noted that early Zion- 
ists “envisaged a Jew in harmony 
with himself, the soil, and hb 
neighbours, both Jewish and 
Arab.” War had prevented this/ 1 
development, but now, the paper 
said, “tee current peace process 
has created a new chance for 
future generations to pursue the 
ideas which lie at tee heart of 
Zionism.” 

According to tee paper, the 
reasons Israel is wflUng to pay “a 
painful price for peace” include a 
potentially more dangerous 
security environment, the growth 
of Islamic fundamentalism, 
changes in Syria's attitude and. 
tee debilitating costs of the 
occupation. In strategic terms, a 
major goal of achieving peace 
with Syria is to prevent a reborn 
‘'Eastern Front” in which Syria 
and Iran would fight Israel 
together. Thus “an Israeli with- 
drawal to secure and recognised 
borders on tee Golan Heights 
would be an acceptable price to 
pay to remove Syria from tee 
strategic equation and, through 
economic incentives, persuade it 
to refrain from considering a 
military option. ” A peace agree- 
ment would also give tee kind of 
stability to the region that could 
stem the growth of fun- 
damentalism. 

As for tee Palestinians, the 
occupation had distracted Israelis 
from pressing domestic problems 
and “has placed a very large 
number of Israelis in tee unenvi- 
able and distasteful role of 
‘policeman’, regulating the lives 
of the Palestinians — If the peace 
process falters, Israel may find 
itself inexorably bound to a status 


quo of knives, bullets and blood- 
teed." 

The paper concluded: “Israel 
harbours no illusions that die 
Arabs pave suddenly acquired a 
fondness for their Jewish neigh- 
bour. In time; however, they may 
come to accept an ongoing de> ■ 
vdopment of peaceful relations 
that would ease their economic 
and demographic difficulties. 
This would not only defeat Isla- 
mic radicalism, it would also let 
Israelis get back to the task of 
creating tee new Jew the found- 
ers dr eam ed about.” 

Washington’s view 

This analysis, besides the ex- 
plication of Zionist theory, 
matches almost exactly Washing- 
ton’s reading of tee -current 
strategic situation in tee Middle 
East. It represents an awareness 
that factors may never again be as 
favourable for Israel. This in-, 
dudes establishing itself peaceful- 
ly among its neighbours and at 
the same time deterring creation 
of a threatening “Syrian-Iranian 
Eastern Front" and the growth of 
Islamic fundamentalism. 

Ftom brad’s view, tee timing 
is especially propitious because 
there is in America an adminis- 
tration and a Congress that would 
be wflfing to pay a very high price 
in terms of economic aid to the 
Palestinians and Syrians for their 
cooperation. 

From Washington’s view, the 
matter is urgent. As the current 
contretemps in tee Jewish com- 
munity illustrates, an energised 
community opposed to the peace 
process could exert tremendous 
pressure. In Washington’s view, 
if a resurgent Likud, allied with 
rabid support in the U.S., returns 
to power then any dunce that 
brad will be willing to make tee 
kind of even minimal concessions 
necessary for peace will certainly 
be lost — Middle East Interna- 
tional. 


Kinkel finds Genscher hard act to follow 


By Tom Heneghan 

Reuter 

BONN — After one year as 
Germany’s foreign minister, 
Klaus Kinkel has learned it is 
easier to step into a predecessor’s 
shoes than forge ahead in his 
footsteps. 

The trick is even harder if, as in 
Mr. KinkePs case, the shoes be- 
longed to one of tee West’s 
wiliest and longest-serving diplo- 
mats, Hans- Dietrich Genscher. 

Worse still, Genscher’s second 
shoe — bis role as chairman of 
tee Free Democratic Party (FDP) 
— could soon start to slow Mr. 
■Kinkel down or even trip him up. 

“Fm no fairy tale prince and no 
circus strongman,” Mr. Kinkel, 
56, said in one of several slightly 
apologetic interviews to mark his 
first anniversary in ‘office 
Tuesday. 

“You have to live with me as I 
am, with my strengths and my 
weaknesses. I’ve never made any 
secret of my weaknesses.” 

Mr. Kintal's sudden shift to 
the front line last year from sever- 
al second-level jobs — including 
beading Bonn's BND intelligence 
service and long years of service 
in tee Justice Ministry — has 
taken its toll on the model 
bureaucrat. 

Lacking Genscher’s sate feel 
for politics and the media, be has 
found himself pushed into policy 
comers he hoped to avoid and 
embarrassed by statements he 
didn’t have to make. 

The tarnishing of his image as a 
cod and efficient Bonn insider 



Klaus Kinlcel 

has prompted members of his 
small FDP party to ask if he can 
shoulder the extra strain of tee 
party diairman’s job be plans to 
take over next month. 

But the industrious lawyer 
keeps pushing on, climbing to the 
top of a party he joined only two 
years ago and that now has no- 
body else to lead it into crucial 
elections next year. 

Mr. Kinkel’s disarming open- 
ness was bis first dear contrast to 
Genscher, who steered German 
foreign policy for 18 years with 
what a diplomat here once called 
“a mixture of Byzantine tactics, 
Delphic statements and Teutonic 
thoroughness." 

But the novelty of his straight 
talkin g wor e off when it became 
dei* 




Hans- Dietrich Gaudier - 

continuing war in former Yugos- 
lavia and bad no dear strategy for 
getting united Germany to live up 
its greater responsibilities. 

“Kinkel is trying in vain to 
cover up his policy weaknesses 
with verbal muscle-flexing/ 
charged Karsten Voigt, ' 
policy spokeaMjp for the 
tton Sood Democrats (SPD). 

His star fell- further this year ' 
when be was caught between his ’ 
own wish to go along with Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl to expand 
Germany’s military role abroad 
and his party’s belief tee post-war 
constitution had to be amended 
to allow this. 

After “heavy bellyaches,” as 
he put ft, Mr. Kinkel agreed to a 
bizarre comprom i s e : Mr. Kohl 
was' allowed to send German air- 


men on Norte Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) radar 
planes enforcing; a no-fly zone 
over Bosnia. 

But at the same time Mr. Kink- 
el’s party filed a doomed suit in 
the supreme court against Mr. 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU) after they outvoted turn in 
the cabinet — a manoeuvre wide- 
ly panned as a show of political 
opportunism. 

SPD critics were especially 
tough on Mr. Kinkel, saying he 
was letting Defence Minister Voi- 
der Ruehc “remilitarise” Ger-‘ 
man foreign policy despite his 
pledge to continue Gensdier’s 
tireless efforts to solve crises 
without force. 

Mr. Kinkel also won only weak' 
applause for some of his other 
initiatives, such as smoothing 
post-Gulf war relations with Tur- 
key and Israel or showing Bonn’s 
rejection of racist violence by 
attending the funeral of three 
murdered Turks or the opening 
of the Holocaust Museum in 
Washington. 

Zn his 

W. Kmkeftff'ftced with an unst- 
able world in which tire tools die 
popular and highly successful 
Genscher used — East-West de- 
tente, multilateral diplomacy and 
clever but toothless statements — 
either no longer exist or have lost 
their credibfixfy. 

“Kinkel’s problem has been 
that he had to end the era of 
Genscherism without anyone 
noticing,” Bonn’s General- 
Anzeiger newspaper wrote. 


THE WEEK IN PRINT 


Press praises government’s 
performance, achievements 

Reviewed b- ! :.i Nasrallah 


Issues of domestic nature, Ir: 
and the Middle East pea. - 
process were given the with-/ 
coverage in the local press >0 
the past week. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker ’s government was 

praised by the columnists in 
tee local press for its addeve- 
meats, countering an attack by 
economist F&hd AI Fanek on 
the government in the past 
week for its delay in impoang 
tee sales tax and in introducing 
amendments to tee present 
election law. 

The present government, 
beaded by Sharif Zeid, should 
be credited for passing tee 
political parties law, tee laws 
on the Higher Security Court 
and the press and publications, 
and tee general amnesty law 
among others, said Tareq 
Masarweh, a columnist, in AI 
Ra’i daily. Indeed, these laws 
can only enhance the dentocra- 
tisstion process in the country 
and open tee door for other 
measures towards further 
progress and more achieve- 
ments in the political and eco- 
nomic fields, said the writer. 
The prime minister, in his 
drive to manifest his adherence 
to democracy, has allowed 
Cabinet members to take then- 
own decisions at a time when 
he was in a position to reject 
outright any step and oppose 
any move, said Masarweh. The 
writer said he wished that 
Sharif Zeid would form yet 
another cabinet after some 
ministers’ resignation to run 
for elections. 

Another columnist in AI. 
Ra’i daily stressed the feet teat 
the government of Sharif Zeid 
could by no means create mira- 
cles but what ft has done so far 
was great and unprecedented 
towards enabling the country 
to attain democracy, tee col- 
umnist, writing under the 
pseudonym “an economist," 
said teat contrary to what 
Faneh had said, tee present 
government proved to be total- 
ly committed to the economic 
restructuring programme** 
agreed upon with tee Interna- 
> tionkl Monetary Fund (IMF), 
but that it was taking tune 
before imposing the sales tax 
law due to other pressing 
issues. We denounce any critic- 
ism of tire g o ver nm ent which 
does not contribute towards 
enhancing freedom and tec 
principles erf democracy and 
which does not contribute to 
the higher national interests, 
said tiie writer. 

Another columnist, writing 
under “concerned citizen,” 
said that Fanek was unjust in 
accusing the government of 
lacking the will power to im- 
pose tee sales tax. If we review 
tee achievements and the acti- 
vities of the present govern- 
ment, said the writer, we find 
teat it has accomplished in a 
short time more than any other 
previous government, especial- 
ly with regard to political plur- 
alism, economic stability and 
social affairs, in addition to its 
stand with regard to tee peace 
negotiations. 

Taher AI Udwan, a col- 
umnist in AI Dustour, charged 
that Jordanian women do not 
yet wish to involve themselves 
in political parties or to run in 
force in the coming parliamen- 
tary elections. The writer said 
that women constitute half of 
tee number of university stu- 
dents and many of the Jorda- 
nian public and private institu- 
tions, but they do not' wish to 
go to Parliament nor do they 
want to join women unions 
where they can organise their 
political activities. 

He expressed hope teat tee 
coming elections in November 
will see women elected in Par- 
tiament. 

Dwelling on women’s in- 
volvement in the coming elec- 
tions, Huda Fakhouri, a col- 
umnist in AI Ra’i, demanded 
teat tee coming Parliament be 
made by law, to include 
women and that at least 
women should acquire 10 per 
cent of the total number of 
seats; 

To help achieve this and 
enable women’s voice to be 
heard, she said, tee govern- 
ment ought to introduce an 
amendment to the election law 

“ W provide 

for such changes. 

■ Shuqair, a columnist 
m AI Dustour, said that tee 
one-man-one-vote system 

blocs^but would not work 
against the interests of tec 
htemsts or the tribal system 
The writer urged the owe™' 
to take the 

WsssS 
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A columnist i n Sawt Al 


*1 tackled the praiart 
Irrdmcy on the part of bote 
, u ..- and women to shun nw* J 
• Mustafa Jamal said a* 3 
hi -rowing tendency in in® 
Vr. : mian society is mainly due 
i* tec high cost of wedding tee 
iK-ai traditions demand, the 
rising cost of living poverty ana 
unemployment and tee high j 
price a bridegroom has to P*y } 
as “mahr” or dowry. 1 

Jamal said that such a 
tendency was bound to create 
social and moral imbalances, 
crimes and other social ills* 

A columnist in Sawt Ai 
Sbaab daily said that whole 
districts and population aettfe- 
mrnfr still lack telephone ser- 
vices, creating many difficulties 
for Jordanian citizens. Ahmad 
Dabbas said that the Telecom- 
munications Corporation 
(TCQ is to be commended for 
its past achievements, but one 
Asp only note that tee public 
for this basic service 
should be given priority and 
should be heard. 

He also aired complaints by 
many citizens who find their 
telephone bills far bigger than 
usual, blaming not the oompu- ij 
ters for issuing the bills but '■ 
employees feeding these com- •] 
puters. \ 

A columnist in Al Dusiourjl 
tackled traffic congestions tojj 
Amman during tee summer, 
noting that tee number of cars 
and pedestrians is increasing in 
the hot season, creating a very 
uncomfortable atmosphere for 
all. 

Mohammad Daoud said that 
tee Traffic Department bears 
responsibility for such conges- 
tions since it can and must 
introduce measures to ensure 
tee smooth flow of traffic and 
appoint able and skilled men 
for the job. He also said that 
tee pedestrians must be made 
to strictly adhere to traffic reg- 
ulations to ensure safety on tee 
roads. 

Turning to the Middle East 
peace process, a columnist in 
Al Ra’i daily said that contrary 
to what has been said about the 
• peace process, the ninth round 
did not end in failure. 

Sultan Hattab said that 
proof for this is tbe feet that 
tee U.S. is now paving the 
ground for tee 10th round. It 
should be noted, he said, teat 
negotiations over important 
issues take a longer time than 
previously predicted and that 
tee Arab parties realise this 
fact and will be going 10 the 
10th round soon. 

Hamadch Faraaneh. a col- 
umnist in Al Dustour, said that 
tee intifada should be intensi- 
fied while tee peace negotia- 
tions continue with Israel. 

The writer said that the 
Israelis will continue to pre- 
. varicate and the Jewish settlers 
will continue to escalate their 
attacks on tee Arabs, but tee 
Palestinians have no alterna- 
tive but to counter violence 
with -violence, regardless of tee 
peace negotiations among 
politicians. 

Mo h a mm a d Kawash said in 
Al Dustour that the United* 
States deceived the Arab par- 
ties into believing that it would 
play the role of full partner and 
help the two sides to attain a 
solution. 

The columnist said teat the 
ninth session wa$ a fiasco since 
tee Israelis did not budge from 
teeir stand with regard to the 
raiestinian human rights and 
settlement programmes nor 
about the repatriation of the 
expellees. 

. Salameh Ekour, a columnist 

Arah^Tfmi Sbaab, said that the 
Arab foreign ministers should 

whether thdr coon- : 
friOjteould continue their now; 

in the peace mL.. 
Sj"* which have provetTfotST 
The writer said that the Clin- 

: ^ministration has dit-. 

masses. including the 
Palestinians, since it failed to 
force Israel to implement U N 
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" c ^ ci P gS WMo afa* 

Jhc resolutions 242 and wa 1 
no results due to the U S 
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By Henry Brant 

MOSCOW — “Ours is a terrible 
Jpg" VIkior FetSS? of 
the Mayak plutonium production 
• plant, or “ChelyabinsfcS"^ 1 2 
rated in the southern Urals “We 
^ had to pay too dearly for pl uto - 
▼ tuum, he said of the radioactive 
pollution and nuclear waste 
Knwated by the plant. Pollution 

from bis plant alone is, he says 
the equivalent of “20 Cherl 
nobyls. 

Mr. Fetisov has told a Moscow 
magazine there are 83 square 
kilometres of radioactive reser- 
voirs, a contaminated river sys- 
tem and a lake filled with highly 
radioactive water in the area. By 
admission of all concerned, it is 
, ccolo ? < ? J disaster zone.” 

i 41 !l >ai m2 i . 711,31 part of ibe southern Urals is 
' l^Pulaiioo «,!? i h ; ° ne of man y »»* zones that 
*‘ k ^1***®* ~ Russia, Ukraine and other heirs 


Nuclear threat still loohis large 
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!° ? e / onner Soviet Union have 
to deal with. The best-known is 
Uiernobyl, site of the 1986 reac- 
tor accident that spewed radioac- 
tive dust over Europe, also 
reaching Asia, the Middle East 
und America, according to scien- 
tists. 

With Russia’s recent decision 
to embark on a new building 
programme of nudear plants — 
30 are planned — neighbouring 
cou ntries and local residents have 
expressed concern that the gov- 
ernment is not heeding the bitter 
legacy of the USSR’s nuclear 
programme. Safety standards re- 
main a major problem, they say. 
Last year there were 205 safety- 
related incidents. None were se- 
rious, but this is a 20 per cent 
increase in accidents over 1991. 
Moscow officials say safety is a 
priority, but the need to keep 
obsolete and unsafe plants on line 
to produce energy has slowed 


progress on this “priority task.” 

Meanwhile, leading industrial - 
nations are setting up a $700 
milEon fund to improve safety at 
Soviet-built reactors in Eastern 
Europe. It’s true that the Rus- 
sians have made some progress, a 
western expert commented, but 
nobody in the West would say 
that these plants are safe, he 
added. 

Recently, demands for more 
energy led officials at Pivden- 
noukrainsk nuclear power plant 
near Odessa to turn off safety 
systems to boost eneigy output. 
The Ukrainian Atomic Energy 
Safety Commission has told them 
not to do it again because there 
are enough problems dealing with 
the aftermath of Chernobyl. 

A plan to build an atomic 
power station near the Mayak 
plant that could burn plutonium, 
as fuel and use radioactive water 


as a coolant has met with opposi- 
tion from local citizens and ecolo- 
gy groups. The threat of further 
pollution and accidents if such a 
plant is built in this earthquake- 
prone area is very high, say activ- 
ists. 

Chernobyl continues to haunt 
Russia and Ukraine. A series of 
fires at the remaining Chernobyl 
reactors in January revived fears 
of further contamination. The 
fires were put out promptly, and 
no significant radiation was re- 
leased. Reports of massive cracks 
in the cement sarcophagus that 
covers the melted- down reactor 
core have also revived fears. Offi- 
cials in Kiev promised to shut 
down Chernobyl completely but 
they now say it would lead to 
“total paralysis” of industry 
which needs the electricity. 

The Ministry on Protection of 
the Population From the Con- 
sequences of the Catastrophe at 


the 1 Chernobyl Atomic Power 
Station constantly monitors the 
area. Whole villages around 
Chernobyl are still being evacu- 
ated when new instances of radia- 
tion poisoning are found. Ukrai- 
nian officials say 8,000 people 
have died from the effects of the 
accident and as many as 3 million 
more will need treatment over 
the next 20 years. In January, the 
ministry recommended the re- 
moval of 10,000 additional fami- 
lies from the contaminated zone. 

At least 300 million rubles will 
be needed in 1993 to compensate 
victims of Chernobyl and of other 
past instances of nudear pollu- 
tion, according to Vasily Voznik, 
Russia's special minister for such 
affairs. Compensation for person- 
al loss is paid by the government, 
and the bills get higher each year. 

It is ironic that even though the 
threat of a nudear war has been 
reduced in the post-cold war era. 


the danger of a nudear accident 
has increased. Mr. Fetisov says 
that he is working with officials 
from Moscow to try to find a way 
to dean up or at least to limit the 
damage done in the past 40 years 
by the Mayak plant, which pro- 
duced weapons-grade plutonium 
for the Soviet nudear bomb prog- 
ramme. Plutonium production at 
the Mayak plant was always done 
In a state of “feverish haste.” one 
official said. It is the largest of 10 
“secret cities,” where the Soviet 
strategic weapons programme 
was conducted. Safety and (he 
effect on the environment were 
not considered, which is one 
reason why the area is considered 
the earth’s most radiation- 
polluted region. All five reactors 
that were used to produce the 
plutonium have been shut down. 

The international environmen- 
tal group Greenpeace says under- 


water wastes are also an “ecolo- 
gical time bomb.” Russia and 
other former Soviet republics 
agree. They have to deal with 
nuclear reactors from sunken 
Soviet warships and untold 
amounts of nuclear waste 
dumped in Arctic waters. 
According to a senior scientist at 
the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution, the amount of nudear 
materia! within some of the 
Soviet sunken submarines is 
seven times that of the Chernobyl 
reactor. Moscow is also discus- 
sing plans to seal the wreckage of 
the nudear submarine Komso- 
mol ets, whose reactor and nuc- 
lear warheads are leaking 
radioactivity on the ocean floor 
off Norway, where the vessel 
sank in April 1989. 

Karachi Lake, which was used 
as a dumping ground for Mayak *s 
nudear waste, is being filled with 


rocky soil and road metal. It is 
expected to disappear by 1994. 
At the same time, however, an 
underground reservoir of 
radioactive water has been 
found. 

The Group of Seven (G-7) 
, industrialised countries are help- 
ing to finance some of the 
dcanup in Russia and, by provid- 
ing money to upgrade safety at 
existing reactors, hope to Omit 
damage. A S7S million fund was 
.established in Paris on Jan. 27. 
Japan is also providing funds to 
train nudear engineers from the 
former Soviet Union. 

A proposed budget of SI 00 xo 
$200 million from the internation- 
al group will help, but Russian 
officials say they need nearly S700 
million over the next five years to 
keep 28 reactor operating safely. 
Eleven of them are built on the 
same model as Chernobyl's — 
World News Link. 



Considered one of the safest designs, the nuclear reactor 
at Sea brook. New Hamsphire (U.S.), is housed inside a 
containment budding vrkhtdouble walls providing 5.9 


feel: (2 metres) of steel 
photo) 


concrete shielding (WNL 
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Russia is planning to build more nuclear reactors like the 
one at Chernobyl (identified by arrow) that spewed radioac- 




live dust over Europe In 1986, with pollution later reaching 
the Arab World, Asia and America (WNL photo) 
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By Fiona Fleck 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — It seemed like the 
■perfect solution at the time. Blast 
'a small nuclear device 2,000 
metres underground at a temper-/ 
ature of a million degrees. The 
rock evaporates creating a cavern 
lined with the molten residue. 

“Some caverns were used to 
store gas condensate," said Boris 
Golubov, head of a Russian par- 
liamentary group investigating 
the environmental consequences 
of 115 underground nuclear ex- 
plosions conducted in the former 
Soviet Union. 

“The gas workere could have 
done it another way — by build- 
ing metal or concrete storage 
silos. But this seemed such a 
simple solution, much cheaper 


Industrial nuclear blasts leave timebomb for Russia 


and above all — instantaneous.” 

These were not the military 
experiments with nuclear devices 
conducted on Novaya Zemlya or 
in Semipalatinsk, in Kazakhstan, 
which have been well publicised. 

These were “peaceful nudear 
explosions” (PNEs), used for in- 
dustrial purposes. Each had a 
code name and was so secret that 
people who lived or worked near- 
the site had no idea about them. 

Three years ago, Mina- 
tomeneigo (the former Soviet 
Ministry of Nuclear Energy), 
which keeps all classified records 
on the nuclear industry, admitted 
that peaceful nudear explosions 
had been carried out in the Soviet 
Union. 

This was only after a group of 
geologists, induding Mr. Golu- 
bov who bad guessed what was 


•’O- l Tl 

going on, demanded explanations 
for abnormalities in the earth 
structure in the Astrakhan gas 
field. 

The ministry handed over a 
map showing 115 peaceful nuc- 
lear blasts had taken place all 
over the former Soviet Union (84 
were in Russia) from 1964 to 
1987. 

These were conducted in 
Ukraine, western Siberia, the 
lower Volga, Yakutia, Kras- 
noyarsk region, the far north, 
outside Moscow and the Donbass 
to extract mineral deposits. Ab- 
out half were in virtually all the 
main Soviet gas and oil fields. ' 

According to a new publication 
on the Soviet nudear industry, 
“the declassified atom”, another 
39 were used by the Ministry of 


Ethnic cleansing 
between lifelong friends 


ni ■ 


i 


,:i. 


ilu' 

h-» 

.urt* 


. 0 * 


Hr \ 


. =' :K ' ^ 
■ .im> j 
... -- ...in*' 

.. :> ^ if* 

• • ’ „ ii* V. 




t«'^, 

... * Ij 

. ,n • 

i" Li / 

..,11 

.. IT* d^i 


, .. ■ mi 11 

‘..icuOP 

■■■ -'V 


ifn“ 


! - ,3C V 






By John Daniszewski 

The Associated Press 

MOSTAR, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
— In a darkened apartment two 
blocks from the roaring guns of 
the front line, two youths — a 
Croat in uniform, a Muslim in 
civilian dress — speak of their 
lifelong friendship. 

; But should the order come 

■ down to evict all Muslims from 
‘ the building, “I’d have to do 
; that,” said the Croatian soldier, 
, 18-year-old Gazan. 

His friend Dzenan, also 18, 
! gives a wan smile akin to under- 
; standing. 

i Gozan, who is afraid to give his 
! last name, knows what he’s talk- 
; ing about. 

■ On May 9, the day U.N. offi- 
! dais said Bosnian Croat forces 
! attacked Muslim-led Bosnian 
; troops in this dty, Gozan partia- 

■ pa ted in the dawn roundup and 
i detention of nearly 2,000 Mralim 
; civilians in the western half or 
- Mostar. 

•• “It was my duty. I didn’t hit or 
! beat them, I just followed tibe 
Older,” Gozan, who had a 9MM 
; Manser pistol stuck in his belt, 

■ recalled Sunday over the dm of 
. nutchmegun fire from a ‘ nearby 

Croat position. • 

Even after more than one 

• of savage fighting in Mostar be- 

• tween formerly allied Croat and 
| Muslhn-led government forces, 
; it’s easy to find people hke 

• Gozan and Dzenan, helplessly 
; caught up in the whirlwind. 


Natives of Mostar, they had no 
problem coexisting. But when the 
Bosnian Croat military decreed 
that Muslims be moved out, they 
say there was no way to resist. 

Gozan blamed the viciousness 
of the fighting and the Muslim 
roundups in part on Croat sol- 
diers imported from the country- 
side, where the population is 
majority Croat and heavily 
nationalist. . 

“They are extremely racist be- 
cause they have never met any 
Muslim,” Gozan said of his fel- 
low Croat soldiers. “These guys 
are like American street ganjp. 
They are in it for fun and for 
robbery. They know they can 
steal videotape players from 
(Muslim) apartments.” 

The Croat forces appear bent 
on making Mostar a predomi- 
nantly Croat city. Under an inter- 
national peace plan, dividing 
Bosnia into 10 semi-antonomous 
provinces, Mostar would be 
capital of a Croat-dominated pro- 
vince. . . 

There is widespread suspicion 
that the Bosnian Croats have 

turned on their nominal Muslim 

allies with visions of annexing this 
southwestern region of Bosnia? 
Herzegovina to neighbouring 

Croatia. . . , 

Most of the Muslims detained 
early last week were first held in a 
soccer stadium, then moved to a 
former military prison near the 
airport south of town. The Red 
Cross has been trying to register 
them and secure their release but 
refugee officials suspect that 


other Muslims are being held at 
unknown sites. 

Croat officers say the Muslims 
were removed from war zones for 
their own safety and will be 
allowed to return. 

But international aid officials 
say they have indications that 
Muslims are being driven from 
their homes in what could be a 
new wave of “ethnic deansing” 
by Croats — ' parallel to the 
persecution of Muslims by Serbs. 

On Saturday, 22 Muslims were 
ordered out of their apartments 
and 240 Muslim refugees were 
evicted from the retirement home 
where they lived since last year, 
said a senior western refugee 
official who demanded anony- 
mity. 

“This is the one thing we. saw.. 
Who knows -what else rs happen- 
ing,” the offidal said. - 

Dzenan was overlooked hi the 
first wave of detentions. ' He 
hasn’t dared go outside since for 
fear of being taken by a Croat 
patrol. 

Gozan and Dzenan grew up 
together on the other side of the 
Neretva River, which flows 
through Mostar. When their 
houses were burned a year ago by 
Serb forces, their families wound 
up in the same neighbourhood of 
die now Croat-controlled section 
of the dty. 

Gozan visits Dzenan when his 
army duties allow. 

A few months ago, they had 
hoped to emigrate together to 
Malaysia, which was welcoming 
-Bosnian Muslim refugees. 


Geology for seismological experi- 
ments. 

The Russian parliament's Ecol- 
ogy Committee set up an inquiry 
into PNEs, inviting scientific and 
industrial experts to assess the 
extent of radioactive contamina- 
tion and its effect on the environ-^ 
ment and the health of the' 
population. 

The explosions were ordered 
by 11 different ministries. Each 
needed permission from the top 
echelons of Soviet power — the 
central committee of the Com- 
munist Party — which signed a 
special “resolution" for each ex- 
plosion. 

The blasts were then carried 
out by “minsredmash", the 
ministry responsible for the 
Soviet atomic defence industry. 

“In those days people thought 
the explosions were safe, they 
checked the radioactivity (on the 
surface) and seismic situation and 
found everything was fine," said 
Mr. Golubov. 


“They told the people who 
lived nearby to abandon their 
homes saying there would be a 
mild earthquake and paid for the 
shattered windows and damage to 
their homes,”, be said. 

“They thought the under- 
ground caverns were hermetically 
sealed and would always retain 
their form. But two to 10 years 
later they began to deform and 
radioactive contamination started 
to seep to the surface and has 
been spreading ever since." 

Mr. Golubov's group is focus- 
ing on in the Astrakhan gas field 
in southern Russia where 15 ex- 
plosives were set off between 
1980 and 1984. 

Two or three of these caverns 
started filling with water which 
has risen to the surface. The 
ground water is polluted by the 
gas works and the Caspian Sea is 
rising gradually, flooding the 
whole region. 

“If these waters meet and the 
sea becomes contaminated ...we 


could have a large-scale ecologic- 
al catastrophe on our hands,” 
said Mr. Golubov who worked in 
the area as a geologist since the 
1960s. 

Western companies, interested 
in developing some of these gas 
and oil fields, are seeking advice 
from nudear consultants about 
the consequences of previous 
, peaceful atomic explosions. 

“Some companies have come a 
cropper because they weren’t fol- 
ly informed about the previous 
use of sites they want to de- 
velop," said John Large, a con- 
sulting nuclear engineer based in 
London. 

“It’s a pretty ill-defined and 
messy situation in the former 
Soviet Union,” he said. “Very 
little data is available about these 


explosions. We need to send 
western experts in to check the 
scale of the problem." 

The most uncertain area is 
where explosions i were close to 
the surface to create dams and 
open-cast mining, he said, and 
where doses of radiation are 
probably most dangerous. 

Although the former Soviet 
Union and the United States 
signed an agreement in 1990 to 
ban all kinds of nudear explo- 
sions, experts in Russia are con- 
cerned this could change. 

“We have such a dangerous 
situation of oven illegality in the 
country,” said Mr. Golubov. 
"Anything is possible." 

Last year Chetek, a joint ven- 
ture with a branch in Hamburg, 
applied for permission to destroy 
toxic waste, chemical and nudear 


weapons by blasting them at ex- 
tremely high temperatures with 
peaceful nuclear devices on 
Novaya Zemlya. 

“There was an outcry from 
experts, when the project was 
proposed. It was a crazy business 
idea," said Mr. Golubov. "I don’t 
think it is going ahead now but 
the situation could change and in 
theory projects like this could 
receive permission." 

The last peaceful nuclear ex- 
plosion was conducted in 1987. 

Today, despite the morator- 
ium, they are not illegal. 

“To get permission to carry 
them out would mean top level 
approval — as high as the Rus- 
sian president," said Dmitry Lit- 
vinov of the Moscow office of the 
environmentalist group Green- 
peace. “In theory it's possible.” 


RECRUITMENT OF 
PERSONNEL 

• We are looking for our project in Aqaba for a 
person to assist one of our expatriate engineers 
in the preparation, modification; control of the 
detailed work schedules and other documents 
on the computer, using sofwares PSN 4 and 
Excel. 

The period of employment would be approx- 
imately 6 months from now on. 

• Profile of the person we are looking for: 

- Age: 20 to 40 

- Sex: Male or female 

- University degree in engineering or technology 

- Experience in the use of IBM compatible 
computers with different softwares, in particu- 
lar spreadsheets. 

- Fluent in English language 

• Please send Curriculum Vitae to: 
Bouygues Coppee Lavalin 
P.O. Box 1669 Aqaba 
Tel.: (03) 317115 
Fax.: (03) 317116 

To the attention of Mr. Charles Achard 
Administrative & Financial Manager 
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Make a real dive this summer! 

Our pool season sinned on the I5tb of May, So if you intend to have 
a different summer in 1993, this is your chance.. 

Apply for your membership and experience the ultimate 
relaxation & 'fun under the sun' at our pool. 
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Japan rejects targets for slashing trade surplus 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese offi- 
cials emphatically rejected Friday 
a possible U.S. plan to set targets 
and timetables for slashing 
Tokyo’s trade surplus and chal- 
lenged Washington to come up 
with its own measures to cut the 
imbalance. 

“If we set a specific target for 
the current account surplus, it 
would lead to a move towards 
managed trade. I don't think it is 
appropriate.” Economic Plan- 
ning Agency (EPA) Minister Ha- 
jime Funada rold a news confer- 
ence. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton is 
mulling an ambitious new plan to 
put pressure on to Japan to cut its 
trade surplus. 

• American officials familiar 
with the blueprint said it calls for 


Japan to slash the surplus in its 
current account — a wide mea- 
sure of trade covering goods and 
services — over three years, just 
in time for the next U.S. election. 

Some said the administration 
wants to see Japan's surplus as a 
proportion of gross domestic pro- 
duct (GDP) halved over the next- 
three years and its manufactured 
imports rise to the equivalent of 
four per cent of GDP from three 
per cent now. 

But Japan’s Finance Minister 
Yoshiro Hayashi said Friday a 
current account imbalance was 
mainly a problem for countries 
like the United States that have 
deficits. 

While Japan should consider 
global political implications of its 
growing surplus, the United 


States must come up with its own 
measures to cut the deficit, Mr. 
Hayashi said. 

Ministry of International Trade 
and Industry (MTTI) Minister 
Yoshiro Mori told reporters be 
was opposed to “results- 
oriented” trade policies — the 
core of Mr. Clinton's new trade - 
policy towards Japan — and re- 
jected the notion that a strong 
yen should be a tool in cutting the 
trade imbalance. 

“Trying to correct trade imba- 
lances with a strong yen alone is 
very, very difficult and the Un- 
ited States is beginning to under- 
stand that,” Mr. Mori said. 

Japanese officials and many 
private economists say the strong 
yen will initially cause Japan’s 
trade surplus to rise because it 


inflates the dollar value of 
Japanese exports even' though 
volume may be growing more 
slowly or even falling. 

The cabinet ministers’ com- 
ment s coi ncided with the release 
of Mill’s annual trade white 
paper, in which Tokyo once again 
outlined its objections to trade 
target-setting. 

“Japan has to say no to man- 
aged trade,” one of the paper's 
authors told reporters ahead of its 
release Friday morning. 

“We believe it is grossly over- 
simplistic to see trade imbalance 
as ‘evil' and caused solely by the 
existence of ‘dosed’ markets,” 
the report said. 

Controversy over Japan’s trade 
surplus has ballooned with its 
size. Washington said Wednesday 


its trade deficit rose to the highest 
level in four years in March — 
$10.21 billion — with Japan 
accounting for 52 per cent of the 
red mk. 

Earlier this month Japan said 
its global surplus m its current 
account of balance of payments 
rose toS136 billion in the 1992/93 
fiscal year that ended in March 
this year, up from $70 billion in 
1990/91. 

“The claim that the trade sur- 
plus itself is detrimental to world 
economic welfare can easily lead 
to managed trade, result-oriented 
protectionism, and an increase in 
barriers to the free flow of goods, 
s ervic es and finance,” the annual 
Mi l 1 re port said. 

The MITI white paper said 
recent gains in Japan's trade sur- 


plus were due to short-term fac- 


tors, and that long-term macro- 
economic factors tended to shrink 


the surplus. 

Japan should however, take 
steps such as increasing the trans- 
parency of Japan's “keiretsu” in- 
dustrial groupings and improving 
national treatment of foreign 
firms. 

But. together with a MITI re- 
port last week that rapped the 
United States and others for 
alleged unfair trade practices, the 
white paper took the offensive 
against foreign critics and U.S. 
efforts to set targets to measure 
market access improvements. 

The report maintained that 
Japan’s exports of car parts, for 
example, forced foreign indus- 
tries to be more competitive. 


Denmark quickly exploits Maastricht vote 


COPENHAGEN (R) — De- 
nmark has swiftly exploited a 
referendum vote in favour of the 
Maastricht treaty that ended a 
year of economic uncertainty, 
cutting interest rates, announcing 
tax breaks and outlining a new 
growth package: 

The Danish central bank cut its 
long-term discount and key de- 
posit rates by one points to S.2S 
per cent and its two-week rate by 
a point to 8.75 per cent. 

It said the 56.8-43.2 per cent 
“yes" vote in Tuesday's referen- 
dum, reversing last June's narrow 
Danish rejection of the treaty on 
political, economic and monetary 
union, had made the rate cuts 
possible. 

In a speech to parliament enti- 


tled “a new course towards better 
times,” Prime Minister Poul 
Nyrup Rasmussen unveiled sub- 
stantial income tax cuts. 

“We now have the flexibility to 
do more in Denmark to break the 
vicious circle of unemployment,” 
he said. 

Mr. Rasmussen, a Social 
Democrat at the head a four- 
party majority government, said 
the tax reform would cut the top 
and bottom marginal income tax 
rates to 58 and 38 per cent respec- 
tively from the current 68 per 
cent and 52 per cent, over a 
five-year period. 

The package, which has to be 
approved by parliament, also 
proposed bringing forward public 
infrastructure investments and 


labour market designed to ease 
the creation of new jobs. 

Danish unemployment is at a 
record 12 per cent, or 336,000 
workers, and is the dark spot in a 
generally sound economy which 
boasts annual inflation of one per 
cent and a solid balance of pay- 
ments surplus. 

The Danish Federation of In- 
dustries welcomed the “yes” 
vote, saying it would bring much- 
needed calm and stability to the 
European Community and pro- 
vide the opportunity to break the 
ever-rising unemployment curve. 

“It will not happen tomorrow 
but we hope to see a turnaround 
next year. There will surely be an 
increased interest in investing in 
Denmark, both among Danish 


and foreign companies,” said fed- 
eration chairman Svend-Aage 
Nielsen. 

Danish toy manufacturer Lego 
A/5 said it would immediately 
resume construction of a 300 mil- 
lion crown ($50 million) factory 
which was mothballed after last 
June's “no” vote. 

The Danish crown, under fre- 
quent devaluation pressure since 
the “no” vote, shrugged off the 
interest rate cuts which stripped it 
of some of its protection against 
speculators. 

Danish share and bond prices, 
which have gained sharply in 
recent months on expectations of 
a “yes”, opened higher bat fell 
back on profit-taking. 

But despite official euphoria 


over the referendum approval for 
Maastricht, Mr. Rasmussen con- 
ceded that the next 12 months 
would be grim, with unemploy- 
ment expected to reach 345,000. 


“Without a political effort we 
coiild expect even bigger unem- 
ployment in 1994, more than 
360,000. We estimate the pack- 
age wQl mean 40,000 less unem- 
ployed, giving us a chance to 
bring down unemployment to 
'320,000 next year.” he said. 


The growth plan immediately 
came under fire from opposition 
Liberal Party leader Uffe 
El lemann- Jensen, who said it 
would increase the state budget 
deficit, dent the balance of pay- 
ments surplus and fuel inflation. 


Russia will 
extract less 


oil in 1993 


MOSCOW (AP) — Russia will 
produce 350 million tonnes (2.569 
billion ban-els) of oil in 1993, 
Prime Minister Viktor Cher- 
nomyrdin ha* said. That is 12 per 
cent less than last year. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin’s forecast 
indicates that Russia’s oil produc- 
tion is continuing to decline, de- 
spite the government's efforts to 
strengthen the critical petroleum 
industry, Russia’s No. 1 source of 
foreign currency. 

Last year, Russia extracted ab- 
out 397 million tonnes (2.913 
billion barrels) of oil. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin told mem- 
bers of the Union of Oil Produc- 
ers that the gov mment plans to 
support the oil and natural gas 
sectors by providing them with a 
foreign currency credit tine, the 
Interfax News Agercy said. 

The prime minister, who 
formerly headed Russia’s state- 
owned natural gas industry, did 
not say how large the credit tine 
would be. Officials previously 
have said that Russia needs bil- 
lions of dollars to modernise its 
antiquated petroleum industry. 

Steps have already been taken 
to create three major privately 
■ owned oil concerns in Siberia 
which eventually will account for 
approximately one third of the 
Russian oil market. 

The government also has 
announced plans to streamline 
taxation to attract foreign invest- 
ments and step up investments in 
the industry. 


Rhodium left behind in precious metal boom 


LONDON (R) — While other 
precious metals have soared to 
their highest levels for months, 
tittle-known rhodium, the most 
expensive of them all, has been 
left in the doldrums. 

A combination of increasing 
supplies from producers, lower 
demand due to world recession 
and hefty consumption of users' 
stocks in Japan led to a surplus 
over demand last year of 54,000 
ounces, analysts say. 

That sent prices plunging from 
over S3, 000 per ounce in March 
last year to 51,825 at the begin- 
ning of this year to under SI ,000 
an ounce now, around eight-year 
lows. 

“Destocking from the car com- 
pamesHbas metmore metal from 
the producers. Prices overreacted 
on the way down," said keith 


Green, operations director of big- 
gest refiner Johnson Matthey. 

“The (price) floor is difficult to 
say but we could be in for about 
12-15 months of softer prices,” 
Mr. Green said. 

Like its better-known sister 
metals platinum and palladium, 
most of the world's rhodium is 
mined in South Africa and Russia 
but unlike them it is almost a 
one-use commodity. About 87 
per cent of the supply goes into 
catalytic converters to control 
car-exhausts, particularly to eli- 
minate oxides of nitrogen. 

Rhodium prices readied a 'high of 
$7350 an ounce in July, 1990, 
following inventory-building by 
Japanese and U.S. car makers 
coopted with reports of ^redac- 
tion problems. 

That year rhodium contributed 


about 40 per cent of the South 
African miners’ overall revenue. 
But last year, Johnson Mattbey's 
Green estimated, rhodium 
accounted for no more than 15 
per cent of the miners* income. 

“The producers started crack- 
ing up production last year to 
make up for a dreadful rhodium 
price.” one London-based metal 
trader said. 

“The producers started crack- 
ing up production last year to 
make up for a dreadful rhodium 
price,” one London-based metal 
trader said. 

At the same time demand fell 
to 324,000 ounces from 346,000 
ounces largely accounted for by a 


file market, “car sales are pretty 

ns) 


drop in Japanese imports from 
99,000 oudees to 61, <X)0. ounces. 


awful and they (the car-makers) 
will five as king as they can on a 
hand-to-mouth barns.” the metal 
trader said. 

There is little evidence that a 
market revival will begin soon. 
But the tightly balanced rhodium 
market’s traditional price volatil- 
ity is soil evident. 

Only last week a temporary 
tight shortage of rhodium to the 
market sent prices leaping to 975 
an ounce from 750. 

“It would just take a few more 
ounces of tightness to take it up 
to 1,250,” the trader said. ■ 

And a market upswing may 
bring bade the car-makers. “They 


There is no indication yet of 
the car-builders coming back into 


always say they do not buy on the 
way down. Oily oa the way up, bat 


they haven’t jumped yet," he 
added. 


U.S. airlines 
raise fares 


ATLANTA (AFP) — Major 
U.S. airlines have announced 
they had decided to a $10 to $20 
fare hike on excursion trips that 
require a Saturday night stay. 
Delta Airlines, which' did not 
publicise its decision, qoiedy initiate 
the fare increases and has 
since been followed in some form 
by most carriers. The new rates 
went into effect Wednesday night 
when a 35 per cent discount 
expired. 1 Delta, American. 
America West, Continental, 
Northwest and United raised by 
$10 their under 1,000- mile round- 


trip.- flights and by $20 those 
more than 1,000 miles. Trans 
World Airlines intends to raise all 
round-trip fares by $10 while 
USAir plans a $10 increase only 
on those more than 1,000 miles. 
“It's still a tittle bit fluid because 
different carriers are acting diffe- 
rent ways*" 'said United spokes- 
man Joe Hopkins. “We're going 
to continue to monitor the situa- 
tion.” Delta spokesman Neil 
Monroe said the increases were 
his company's first since Decem- 
ber and no additional ones were ’ 
planned for the near future. 


Romania needs 7m tonnes 
of crude oil this year 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania 
will have to import more than 
three quarters of its crude oil this 
year due to shrinking domestic 
output, the industry ministty has 
said. 

But it hopes to halt the decline 
later this year when a new 
offshore field comes on stream 
and to boost production through 
new exploration with foreign par- 
ticipation. 

“We need to import more than 
seven million tonnes of crude oil 
for our domestic needs this year," 
Cristian Istodorescu, head of the 
ministry's oil and gas department, 
told Reuters. 


Romania's own output was 1.6 
million tonnes in the first quarter 
of 1993. a slight 0.4 per cent drop 
from the first quarter of 1992, he 
said. 


Romania's domestic oil pro- 
duction has constantly shrank 
over the past 20 years from peak 
production of around 14 million 
tonnes in the early 1970s, mainly 
due to the depletion of its tapped 
oil reserves. 


But the country plans to end 
the decline this year, extracting 
some 6.7 million tonnes of crude 
compared with 6.6 million tonnes 
last year, Mr. Istodorescu said. 


JVC posts 
$220m loss 


Japan UApvk) has announced 
a consolidated pre-tax loss of 25.5 
billion yen ($220 million) in the 
year to March, compared with 
losses of seven billion yen a year 
earlier. 

The company, a subsidiary of 
Matsushita Electric Industrial 
Co. Ltd. and the country's lead- 
ing manufacturer of video casset- 
te recorders, also forecast a loss 
of 800 million yen in the current 
year, which would mean three 
consecutive years of losses. 

Worldwide sales, which sagged 
eight per cent to 769 billion yea in 
the latest year, were expected to 
reach 780 billion yen in the cur- 
rent year. 

JVC blamed its poor perform- 
ance on “severe decreases in both 
domestic and overseas demand” 
accompanied by “mammoth fore- 
ign exchange losses due to the 
rapid appreciation of the yen.” 

The company, which also 
announced a group net loss of 
43.1 billion yen, reverting the 
previous year’s net profict of two 
billion yen, said it had derided to 
suspend its dividend for fire year. 

JVC noted that the Japanese 
electronics industry as a whole 
suffered a long-term drop in worl- 
dwide sales of audio equipment 
last year. 

“Markets in Japan, the United 
Stales and Europe have become 
saturated with major mufiovisaal 
products. At the same time, there 
is a lack of attractive large-scale 
products To activate thief markfct 
and severe price competition. 
The management environment 
has become more critical because 
of the yen's rapid gain," the 
company said in a statement. 

JVC said worldwide sales of 
video equipment and related pro- 
ducts plunged 23 per cent to 263 
billion yen during the year white 
audio equipment sales were down 
five per cent at 143 billion yen. 
Sales of televisions dropped eight 
per cent to 116 billion yen. 

The only bright spots were 
information equipment, where 
sales grew nine per cent to 95 
billion yen, and entertainment, 
where revenue jumped 14 percent 
to 152 billion yen. 

Overseas sales came to 397 
billion yen, or 52 per cent of total 
revenue, down from 471 billion 
yen the year before when the 
company’s sales abroad 
amounted to 56 per cent of all 
turnover. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


1 DO SO 
TAKE CARE 
of My f 

HEALTH/ 


x never prink hemlock, 
j never Sleep on 
TRAIN TRACKS > X PON'T 
PRY MY HAN PS /N 
THE MICROWAVE-.. 


It 


HARRIS 


TWI5 IS MY 
REPORT ON RAIN 



TO KEEP FROM GETTING 
WET, IT IS BEST TO 
CARRY AN UMBRELLA 
(SIMILAR TO THIS ONE... 


YES, MAAM. I HAVE SEVERAL 
MORE PROPS ..A PAIR OF 
BOOTS, THREE 5ANPBAG5ANPI 
VARIOUS PHOTOGRAPHS OF 
CL06GED STORM DRAINS... 



OKAY, LETS 
FORGET THE 
PROPS.. 



Andy Capp 


1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|« by Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these Four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


MUIBE 



□ 

Bi 

□ 

□ 


HOCEI 

K 




r 

mm 


GALENT 

nz 



□ 


SOMETHIN* BE SIDES 

the tide Which 
the moon affects. 


I BOYDUL 


mmmm 

■■ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: THE 


WKliU 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: swamp tempo health PRSFEfl 
Answer. What the restaurant on the moon lacked 
ATMOSPHERE 





•* A PERFECT BARMAID IS 
C3NE THAT DOESN'T BCPECr 
~T A PERFECT CUSTOMER 





Mutt‘n’Jeff 



L. _ 


ECONOMIC NEWS IN BRIEF 


Singapore remains world’s busiest top bunkering port 


SINGAPORE (AFP).- 

well last year renstenns the h,gh<^ ^ 

and supply of bunker fuel, the P* mi-re* 

Kac onnrutticed . Tod! SCdbOItlf ■ .... V I. 


has announced. Total ^ million uuinca. 

crude petroleum, the report srnd. Conta ncj thit . 

per cent to 7.56 million Twenty-foot Lquiv.ilent i ">• - 

Sfoough Hong Kong overtook SingapKjrc 

last July, Mr. Um said. He said that th«. I >A . 

terminal, opened last year, was expected tu h ^ L up 

million TEUs when it reaches full capiuiy in 


E! Al to be privatised soon 


NEW YORK (R) - El Al, Israel Airlines, wii soon he ^ id *a 
investors as part of Israel's effort to 
industries, a top El Al official said Thursday. \ cr> 
will see El Al v&l be privatised.” Leon Hasdai, the 
president and general manager for North and Central An u ncan 
operations, said in an interview. Financial investors in 
elsewhere have shown interest in El Al. Mr. Hasdai said bu« » c 
declined to reveal names. The Israeli government owns about 1 .u 
companies. El Al was launched in 194S to provide a rcgu.ar air 
link to Israel for immigrants and tourists, and ihe airline c. tinea 
its early reputation by flying to far-flung destination* to . nng 
Jewish immigrants to Israel. The airline's name »n Hebrew means 
“to the sky,” although Israelis used to translate it .»*« “Every 
Landing Always Late." But the delays more often than not were 


because of the airline’s security procedures. Last week the airline 
: profit of $31.5 million for financial year us 


reported a net -- 

seventh profitable year in a row. Revenues rose seven per cent 
last year to $937.8 million. El Al has operated under receivership 
since 1982, with the court protection sought in the midst of 
crippling labour strikes. Investment bankers have advised the 
government to lift the receivership when it attempts to sell hi Al 
to investors. 


India, Israel to set up joint trade body 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The leading chambers of commerce of 
India and Israel have signed an agreement _on_ setting up a joint 
business body to promote bilateral economic ties and streamline 
technology transfers. Officials said the proposed business council 
would seek to boost trade between the two countries and locus on 
tie-ups and technology exchanges. Israel was particularly keen to 
invest in the financial services sector, they added. India and Israel 
would work out a scheme to avoid double taxation and step up 
cooperation in scientific research, they elaborated. Two-way 
trade last year was about $200 million. 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY 22. 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righler Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: By 
using your bead and taking advan- 
tage of some beneficial surface 
conditions that are connected to 
the Moon sextile to Mars and 
Venus you can make significant 
progress and still keep on sche- 
dule. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You are tempted by a person or a 
condition to go off to some new 
site where you have an entire 
change of environment but this is 
not the day to do so. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
day when you want to put in 
motion a new system for handling 
assets and/or liabilities but it is apt 
to have flaws not immediately visi- 
ble. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
have a strong desire to tell off an 
outside associate but it would only 
lead to loss of an opportunity that 
could benefit you in the days 
ahead. 


MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A day which is good to get 
into the weekend chores facing you 
and according to the proven 
methods you have utilised with 
them before this. 

LEO: (July 22 August 21) Think 
out what you like to do the most 
and then consider the cost and the 
various conditions you would have 
to do, then do it if you feel it 
worthwhile. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You would be wise to keep in 


mind that its necessary to really 
work at it to keep things smooth at 
your residence today and even 
more so tonight. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) If you have some problems in 
shopping, doing errands and usual 
Saturday pursuits, blame it on the 
planets and keep poised and use 
self-control. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21 ) You think you can handle a 
money or other practical matter 
now but there are some hidden or 
difficult factors not likely to be 
taken in account 

SAGITTARIUS: (Novp.nber 22 to 
December 21) You can be over- 
sure of yourself today or tonight 
and miss out where it counts the 
most so proceed more cautiously 
than is your natural way. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A day when there are 
a number of behind the scenes 
pressures that are troubling you 
but treat them in an objective 
manner and they arc quicktv 
solved. 


AQUARIUS: (January 2! to Fcbru- 
«y 19) In following your gregarius 
1 XG>MM« today, make sure you are 
selective and discriminating in 
nuKc you decide you warn to sec 
and be with. 


JJSCES: (February 20 to March 
ZU) There are certain public duties 
you have and that need to be done 
today but make sure that you do 
them in a well planned and orga- 
nised fashion. , 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 FamRy member 
5 Mora difficult to 
find 

10 Conflict, m 
Oterature 

14 Graceful horse 

15 Quick 

16 Okl Norse poem 

17 Tuning Hems 
19Quechuan 

20 Perched 

21 Fencing sword 

22 Dangling 
ornament 

24 Secluded vaRey 

25 Roll with a hole 
25 Holy 

29 Chat Ska FDR's 

32 Moreover 

33 Slants 

34 Former singer 
Co to 

35 Essence 

36 Foyers 

37 Taj Mahal site 
36 Bev. 

39 Bakery offering 

40 Block of stamps 

41 Aged H 

43 Theater stage 

44 Splits 

45 Smear 

46 Gams 

48 Baseball glove 

49 Owns 

52 So 

53 Upsets 
SSFlrswate 

57 Come together 

58 Assist In a crime 
■59 Freshwater ffch 

60 Fisherman 

61 Deities 



C ' , l ? 9 iL ,,lt,una **»!■. ta. 


DOWN 

1 Atlas contents 

2 Melody 
3— Dtflon 

4 Alphabet ^ 

5 Knocked 

6 0utlander 

7 Ready for 
picking 

£ before 
^geflinaanew 

10 Goto up 


H WlWWost 
Character 

1 2 Formerly 

13 Actress Patricia 

J® ~ of Troy 

23 Grows old 

24 Sand 

23 Football team 

26 Heroic 
_ narratives 

27 Nimble 

28 Seek 

29 Classified 

30 Was brave 

31 "Les — Unto" 
33 Conquer*"* 
ascwiooking 
37 Moby Dick 

pursuer 
■39 Strobile 
40 Dude 
42 Felt 
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ARAB Baox 

JORUM MKTIOUL luw 

CA1Ba cTJOUUI BANT 

**»* or JORDAN 

1 "'“ DLE ^ IRVESTMOtJ BAW. 
/-xnourreut wwewpuHiT nun 

• l^TME HWPSXIK, BAU 
JC RWUI SIMA IT BAH* 

ARAB JOROAS IHVESUCBfT BAH* 

JM&AB :SLAKIC BANK 
W|l» hARX ron ULT1K A JHVBSnUBT 
ousums bans 

J«xan uruEanuorr k rxwufci baki 
««■ tuw. SAvutuiWESTKarr rea no rcw 
bank ran dwbstmbit 
AAAR BAM INC CORPOBBTIOB/JOKUmi 
PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANS. 

JORDAN 1KSUBAHCE 
RIOOLE EAgT INSURANCE 
ARABIAN SEAS IKSUMAMCE 
Ge, ERAL ARABIA INSURANCE 
JUUSAJ.EH IRSURANCE 

JORDAN FREHCH INSURANCE 

HOLY LAND INSURANCE 
ANAS LITE k ACCIDENT MSHBANCE 
JORDAN CULP INSURANCE 
THE RATIONAL ABUA IBSORAIKE 
AL- NISIt AL-AKAB1 IKSORADCE 
JORDAN I AS ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDAN HOTEL k TOURISM 

IRlilO DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 
VEHICLES OWNERS FEDERATION 
INTERNATIONAL HOTELS 
JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 
JORDAN TOURISM 1 SPA COMPLEX 

Rational mrrouo securities 
»AAL ESTATE INVE S TM EN T 
JORDAN COLT NEAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 
FCTRA UJTRPHISrS k BOO 1 HUNTS LEASING 
JORDAN IHTEBBATIONAL TRADING CEN T ER 
KACIlIUJUr EQUIP. ROTTING k IULTNXXNAJKSE 
UNITED MIDDLE EAST I COMMODORE HOTELS 
ATTANQCTP CONST. MATERIAL ItANVT JUmjHI HO 
THt JORDAN CERENT FACTORIES 

JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 

JORDAN PETROLEUM KEPIKAKY 
JOPDAH TANK llfC 
Vf»LEM 1NDUSTVIES 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMKOtC IAL k AOR1 CULTURAL 
THL JORDAN WORSTED HILLS 
ARAB PHARKACEUTiCAL KAKVTACTBR INC 
JCPDAII CERAMIC INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JOPDAN PIPES FUUIXJ FACTORING 
JORDAN PATER «. CARDBOARD EACTORZES 
THE PUBLIC MINING 

RPJJj CUEMCRL DCIEBGENTS JK0D5TRXES 
SPINNING k WEAVING 
”AF 1 A INDUSTRIES 
JORDAN GLASS INDUSTRIES 
. , DAN AL DANA DEVELOPMQfT A INVESTMENT 
"‘■'J* IH-JESTMOIT k INEMBATlaHUU. TRADE 
' ARAB ALUMIHJUM INDUSTRY 

GtlllLMAL INVESTMENT 

APAB PAPER CONVERTING I TRADING 
J OP DAN MEDICAL CORPORATION 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
NATIOIAL INDUSTRIES 

IHTEWfEDIATE PRRO-CHEH1CAL INDUSTRIES 
JOHDA.T CHEMICAL IHDUSTSIES 
JORDAN RoaciNWL INDUSTRIES 
UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL IHDUSHUZS 
ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 
JOMDAU INDUSTRIES k KATCH/JXHCO 
JoHIVJf l-HECAT' uOflOlNn: INDUSTRY 
JOHDAH WOOD INDUSTRIES / JMICO 
HATIOXAL CABLE L WIRE NAMTPACTWXMS 
JOHDAH 3ULPNO-CREN1CALS 
ARAB CENTER FOR PttAWI. A CHEMICALS 
JOPDAH KUWAIT GO. FOR AGR2- k POOD PROD. 
RAVrnEH INVESTMENT 
UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 
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1,157,441 
37,114 
44.712 
37,. ,12 
U1.433 
19I.1B5. 
431,03 
71,104 
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(,RI 
42.77D 
51,430 
30,335 
147. 7B7 
113,712 
2.183.292 
2,913 
2,111 
127.541 
13,0*4 
1,400 
477,479 
1,029 
20.927 
1,350 
211 
23,791 
452,300 
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11,829 
12.251 
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70.101 
430,295 
124,194 
370,335 

35.745 

30,051 

14,419 

404,720 

33,025 

905.200 

70.149 

277,151 

4.480 

233.701 

473.701 
154,(70 

3,211,041 

1,293,301 

49,147 

40,952 

159.039 

44 

114,(23 
138, B14 
5,025 

48.102 
3.0B4.472 

248,199 

2,195,014 

31,100 

242,133 

435 

200,107 

27,932 

1,405,911 

111,505 

144.741 

1(7,409 

28.341 

51,873 

334,840 

33,524 

713,425 

194,404 

1.004.723 

213,333 

39,((( 

2,(45,404 

33,111,151 


147.000 
5, ISO 
21.000 
21.500 
2.240 
4.050 
3.990 
2.(50 
>.700 

4.400 
4.000 

3.270 

4.100 

5.500 
1-430 

2. (30 

2.400 
3.450 

3.100 
2.470 
3.1(0 

4.000 

3. (00 

3.000 
2.940 

3.400 
•3.250 

4.400 
1.(70 

9.000 
1.200 
5.750 

■ 5.900 
2.300 
0.420 

4.100 
1.799 
0.940 
1 . 2(0 
1.900 
1.330 
2.140 
1.900 

2.270 
4.380. 

10 . UO 
B.OOfl 
3.090 
7.310 
9.700 
4.7(0 
7.010 
2.320 
3.440 

4. DID 

3.100 
22.400 

3.180 

1.200 

0.7DO 

15.250 

3.430 

13.450 

3.370 

2.120 

0.530 

5-880 

0.940 

4.200 

4.150 

2.930 

9.740 

4.500 

1.270 
0.410 

4.100 
12-400 

4.570 

4.350 

2.020 

3.400 
5.380 


150.000 
S.UO 
27.300 
17.(50 
2. 110 
4.0(0 

4.020 
2.720 
1.700 
4.100 
4.000 
3.270 

4.100 

5.210 
1.430 
1.770 
2.440 
3.500 
3.2M 
2.750 
3.1(0 

4.000 
3.(50 

3.100 
2.920 
3.450 

3.100 
4.400 
1.840 
1.550 
1.200 
9.950 
5.(50 

2.210 

0.400 

4.130 
1.910 
0.970 

- 1 . 2(0 
• 1.940 
1.340 

2.100 
1.900 
7.740 
4.3(0 

10.500 

7.100 
3-200 
7.300 

10.000 

4.400 

7.130 

2.350 
3.450 
4.050 
0.000 

32.400 

1.170 

3.350 
0.490 

15.100 

3.450 
9.540 

3.400 

2.150 
0.500 
5.0>0 
0.950 

4.150 

4.350 
2.940 

9.000 

4.400 
1.240 
0.410 

4.100 
12.210 

4.450 
4.250 

2.020 

3.400 
5.390 


151.000 
5.(90 

20.000 

19.440 

2-200 

1.9(0 

4.040 

2- 470 
3.790 
4.150 
4.000 

3.300 

4.100 

5.230 
1.570 
4.050 
2.430 
3.510 

1.250 
2.750 
1.3SD 
4.000* 
2.920 
l.joo 
2.900 

1.300 

3.100 
4.400 
1.940 
0.350 

1.230 
'5.900 
5.070 
2.220 
0.420 

4.100 
1.740 
0.920 

1.240 
1.930 
1.110 

2.250 
1.990 

2.240 

4.400 
10.410 

7.(00 

3- 140 

7.400 
10.100 

7.120 
7.910 

3.120 

3.410 
4.040 
0.000 

21.250 
1.200 
3.350 
0.440 
19 020 

3.190 
10.530 

1.190 
2.220 
0.510 
5.(40 
0.910 
4.490 
4.150 
2.900 
9.450 
4.850 
1.270 
0.510 

4.250 

13.000 

4.410 
4.150 
1.970 
3.550 

5.400 
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CENTRAL GENERAL TRADING 4 STORAGE 
ARAB I r ITER. FOR INVE S TMENT 4 EWCATION 
JORDAN TRADE FACILITIES 

JORDANIAN EXPATRIATES INVESTMENT HOLDING 


442,4(5 1.450 1.530 1.190 
254,411 2.9(0 1.010 2.940 
704,421 0.(70 0.910 0.-910 
109,(07 1.910 2.050 1.M0 
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Currency 

Bid - 

OfTer 

U.S. Dollar 

0.6860 

0.6880 

Sterling Found 

1.0579 

1.0632 

Deutsche Mark. 

0.4233 

0.4254 

Swiss Franc -| 

0.466 6 

0.4689 

French Franc I 

0.1257 

0.1262 

Japanese Yen 4 

0.6198 

0.6229 

Dutch GuMer 

0.3774 

0.37*3 

Swedish Krona 

0.0936 

0.0941 

Ttalbn Lira* 


0.0469 

Belgian Franc 


0.02064. 


• PfT IM 

Other Contndoi 


?D/5/7993 


Currency j- 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

7.7970 

J.S3O0 

Lebanese Lira 0 

0.03835 

0.04065 

Saudi Riyal 

0.1826 

0.1838 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.2300 



UAE central bank 
reports steep fall 
in 1992 profits 


ABU DHABI (AFP)— A record 
dedin e in interest rates and fall in 
the U.S. dollar slashed the net 
profits of the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE) central bank by 42 
per cent in 1992. 

Met profits stood at 589 million 
dirhams ($160.4 million) in 1992 
compared with 1.02 billion 
dirhams ($277 million) in 1991, 
the bank has said. 

Tt gave no reason for the sharp 
decline but its balance sheet 
showed a slump in earnings from 
interests to 601 million dirhams 
($163.7 million) in 1992, from 960 
million dirhams ($261.5 million) 
in 1991. 

“Net loss resulting from 
varying exchange rates of foreign 


currencies increased to 118 mil- 
lion, dirhams ($32.1 million), 
from 27 million dirhams ($735 
million), the bank said. 

Bank sources noted that most 
of its foreign assets were in the 
dollar, which has sharply dropped 
in the past two years against other 
major international currencies. 

The fall has prompted calls for 
delinking currencies in the UAE 
and other Gulf states from the 
dollar. 

The balance sheet showed the 
central bank’s assets had risen 
steadily over the past few months 
to reach 21.86 billion dirhams 
($5.95 billion) at the end of 
March. 


Japan exports to 
Gulf Arab 

DUBAI (R) — Japan exports to 
the six Gulf Arab oil states rose a 
healthy 29 per cent to almost $10 
billion last year despite the dearer 
yen. 

While exports to Saudi arabia, 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, Oman 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) rose in 1992 to $ 9.64 
billion, Japanese imports from the 
six, mainly oil, were virtually 
unchanged at $25.6 billion. 

Falling oil prices, meant that 
despite a 10.5 per cent increase 
in Japanese oQ imports from the 
six, the cost of imported Gulf 
Arab oil to Japan rose by only 5.8 
per cent to $19.5 billion. 


With oil and oil products 
accounting for 87 per cent of 
Japanese imports from the Gulf, 
Japan's trade deficit with the six 
oil exporters shrank to $17.9 mil- 
lion from S15.9 million in 1991. 

Saudi Arabia and the UAE 
remained Japan’s main trading 
partners in the region, accounting 
respectively for 50.2 per cent and 
283 per cent of Japanese exports 
and 39.8 per cent and 38.1 per 
cent of imports. 

Passenger cars were among the 
most important Japanese exports, 
up 40.1 per cent on the previous 
year to $2.3 billion. 


ATFP works on increasing flow 
of trade between two Arab blocs 


ABU DHABI (R) — An Arab 
Monetary Fund (AMF) program- 
me is moving ahead with plans to 
set up a common market ravoring 
Arab products but must first tack- 
le lopsided trade between Arab 
countries, AMF officials said. 

Fans Bingaradi, assistant tech- 
nical chief of the Arab Trade 
Finance Programme (ATFP), 
said Gulf Arab states and five 
North African countries have 
effectively formed, trading blocs 
within the Arab League. 

“Both blocs contribute a major 
share to inter-Arab trade but 
their role is on a sub-regional 
basis," he said in an interview. 

“How do we link the two sub- 
regions to create the bigger mar- 
ket with other Arab ma rkets ?" 

The AMF set up the ATFP in 
1990 to develop Arab industry by 
promoting lacklustre inter-Arab 
trade, only eight per cent of total 
Arab trade of S10.2 billion in 
1991. 

Most of the ATFP’s funds have 
been absorbed by Gulf Arab 
states and North African states. 


an indication that the objectives 
of the programme were only 
reaching some members. 

AMF Chairman Osama Faquih 
said in a speech Tuesday that 
most of the Arab League's 
attempts to boost inter-Arab 
trade have “remained mere 
words on paper”. 

Gulf Cooperation Council 
states Saudi Arabia, Oman, 
■Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates, Kuwait and Bahrain, which 
are trying to set up a common 
market, have developed export 
bases by channelling petrodollars 
into non-oil industries, Mr. Bing- 
aradi told Reuters. 

Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, 
Libya and Mauritania set up their 
Arab Maghreb Union in 1989 to 
face the challenge of the single 
European market. 

The two groups a ccoun ted for 
99 per cent of the ATFP’s credit 
lines last year. 

Fro m 19 90 to February 1993 
the ATFP approved credits of 
S170 million for inter-Arab trade 
deals in Algeria, Morocco, Tuni- 


sia, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, Kuwait 
and Oman. 

“It rests for us to see how to get 
the two blocs to increase the flow 
of trade between them," Mr. 
Bingaradi said. “Geographical 
proximity and similar consump- 
tion patterns in the Maghreb and 
the Gulf have enhanced ime^ 


Arab trade but contributed to 
trade blocs being formed." 

* The Arab League Committee 
on Trade Negotiations is due to 
meet in Cairo n ext m onth to 
HignuLg an AMF/ATFP proposal 
for trade negotiations reducing 
tariffs across the board for Arab 
trading partners 


Lebanon appoints new 
central bank governor 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon has replaced the governor of its central 
bank and his deputies as part of a series of high-level appointments to 
public jobs. The government, in a meeting lace Thursday, named 
Riad Salameh to head the central bank. He replaces Michel Khouri, 
who resigned Tuesday. Mr. Salameh, 43. has been based in Paris 
where he worked for an international brokering company. The 
government also replaced the four deputies of the central bank 
governor. Mr. Salameh and his deputies will assume the posts as part 
of a series of 72 high-level appointments by Prime Minister Rafik 
Al-Hariri's government, which is struggling to achieve administrative 
reform after years of corruption in the country. 
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TODAY TODAY 

RUMOURS 

EUROPEAN CUISINE 

Today Today 

Open for lunch and dinner 
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Open from 4 p.m.-12 p.m. 

Couples only 

■ NEW IN EVERYTHING 

Amman - Abdoon Tel. 822425 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACK MG, AIR FREK3H1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AMD. RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWAR&SONS 

. TEL 604676 604696 ^ 
P.O.BOX 7806 

AMMAN 




CROWN INTLEST. 




g Packing, shipping 1 
1 Forwarding, storage 1 

I worldwide Removals | 

Air Qoa flnW I anri ■ 


TIME FASHIONS 

MEN’S WEAR 



AMRA HOTEL 
SHOPPING AREA 
Tel.: 813219 



JORDAN 
MARKET PUCE 


INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 775 TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH 
. AMMAN -JORDAN 


HAIG 

I r -P)rofe 5 s*onaI Quality in 
l“Hour Service" 

'Develop' your colour film at 
. our shop and get:- 

+ 1UMBO photo 

s£*» 30 % largmr 

* From - mniargm- 
mmnt 20 x 30 an 

- Shine isani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
, Swefieh tel: 823891 


4 RENT W SALE 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 81 0605/81 0S09 
Fax: 810520 


AVIS 


We try harder. 



S 699-420 


Hisham International Tours 

“THE RELAIABLE NAME IN JORDAN" 


Book now & Join 
our classy summer trips 
(8) days (7) nights 

* Istanbul $800 H/B & tours 
■a Antalya $ 800 H/B 

☆ Turkish Riviera $800 H/B 

* Cyprus $770 B/B 

.* All in 5 star INTL HTLS 




Specialists in 
Tailor-made 
Outgoing Tours 
& Hotel reservations at 
international & 

Luxury Hotels in 
Turkey. Cyprus 
& Egypt 

Our first class services & moderate prices , 
make sense for leisure & business travellers! 
Tel.: 698180/698181, Fax 689307 



F^ElONC \ 



' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barboquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

^ 6:30 - Midnight y 




CHINA 

HOUSE 

Restaurant' 


120 

Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
from all great re- 
gional cuisine 
styles ot China. 

P rep a red by oar 
Chinese cheft 
Open daily lor 
lunch & dinner 
Tab my terriers 
Jabal A) Hussein 
Ministry of Trade 
& industrial Fid. 
T«L 893004 






MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

| Qpcn I: : J0-J:30 A i.0fl-U:.W Juft) 

Take away is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 

near PthtaM'p^s How / 

|TaL 661922, Am man [ 

Cnee Tasted Syt 
Always Lcttd 


*rh 



(RANT, 

The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

istCircie. Jabal Amman, near 
Ahl^yah Girls School 

Taka away ts uvadabki 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 


FORTE 

GRAND 


China Town 

At The Fone (>'rund Amman 
\n cxqui'iii* |k'« nwnu j! 'peirut pnci - ' 

Kk „mr iumtijIiku plcj-c , jll 
6741 1 1 Em ,(1,7015 


Cttinu 

Town 


A Restaurant %Ktf 
An Artistic Ambiance 


Vat 

* R E % 


entmo 


RESTAURANT 

JABAL AMMAN FIHST CBtCLE 
OMMITR THE HAM ry>TTV TP- B643P3 



Daily 

BUSINESS LUNCH 

Abdoun / Near Orthodoxy Club 
Circle - Jordan Supermarket 
Building , 2nd Floor 

Tel : 824677 



The Inn Place to he 


ozeha 

Restaurant 


♦Open air terrace. 

♦ Round table for 12-18 
guests. 

♦ Open 7 days a week 
Tel 613572 

2nd circle - Jabal Amman. 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 



Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-3.30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 

Towards 3rd circle 


Tel:659519 659520 


JHRB 


BECAUSE YOU HAVE TO KNOW.. 
WE SURVEY THE MARKETS. 


♦Consumer research 
j * Media research & Advertising 
* Export & Market development 


Jordanian Marketing 
Research Bureau 
Tel. 691906 Fax: 602419 


H/m 

(^cindy- 

GwcolateS 

Gifu 


Seventh Circle 
Opposite Remade Hotel 
Tel. 825423 



Rffitaurant 
& Tapas Bar 

International Dishes 
& Spanish Specialities 



Open Lunch & Parmer 

Jabel Amman - 3rd Circle 
For ffcarentiaii TM fflSOfiO 4 


Swrifiydtt 



FLAT.Os, TEt ; : 
RESTAURANT 
:. 661293, 

ITALIAN CWSmk 


CocktaU-Pkmo Bar 
^Opening Soon, 


The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every room-1 
"Satellite T.V. Reception” 


IIAINITEL 

dr£«|l|»= 


Amman ■ Tel. 668193 
TO Boa 9403 ■ Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAftOTL JO 

Idee! Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 
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Sihanouk threatens Khmer Rouge 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambo- 
dian head of state Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk, who has urged 
that the KhmeT Rouge be 
brought into a future reconcilia- 
tion government despite their 
boycott of next week's polls, has 
fallen out with the guerrillas. 

The prince, due back in Cam- 
bodia Saturday from Peking, is 
seen as the only figure who could 
create a government, of recon- 
ciliation after the elections and 
end decades of bloodshed. 

He wrote in angry letter to 
Khmer Rouge nominal leader 
Khieu Samphan demanding an 
explanation of a five-year-old 
speech by the Maoist guerriUas’ 
“brother number one, Pol Pot, 
still widely believed to be running 
the organisation, a Sihanouk 
spokesman said Friday. 

The 1988 speech, reported in a 
recent edition of the Bangkok 
Post, said Prince Sihanouk, one- 
time king and prime minister of 
Cambodia, “is more than 90 per 
cent paranoid due to all sorts of 
hedonism, co rrupti on, financial 
misfeasance and debauchery and 
hooliganism.” 

“I kindly ask that your excel- 


Khmer Rouge a role in a future 
government of national recon- 
ciliation even though they have 
turned thir basks on a U.N.- 


organised peace plan and the 
So 


elections starting Sunday. 

Analysts are hoping that the 
government of Prime Minister 
Hun Sen will have to share power 
with the Royalist Party, run by 
one of Prince Sihanouk’s sons, 
after the elections to prevent a 
full-scale return to war between 
the government and the Khmer 
Rouge. 

Prince Sihanouk said in his 
letter that the explanation he was 
demanding from Kiiiwi Sam phan 
would “naturally have certain of 
my future dealings with the PDK 
(Party of Democratic Kam- 
puchea, or Khmer Rouge).” 

The spokesman said Khieu 
Samphan had sent a return letter 
denying that Pol Pot made the 
speech. Experts on Cambodia’s 
history say there is no doubt the 
speech was delivered. 


Thejarince admitted to having 


lency either confirm or deny 
words 


t&ese totally unacceptable 
'of Mr. Pol Pot,” Prince Sihanouk 
said in a May 14 letter to Khieu 
Samphan. 

■ Prince Sihanouk had earlier 
said he would support giving the 


faults tike any human being, but 
said: “Mr. Pol Pot and his move- 
ment are guilty of abominable 
.crimes committed against mil- 
lions of our innocent compatriots, 
including several members of my 
family.” 

He said the report on Pol Pot’s 
speech was “the last straw to 
break the camel’s back” and he 
could not “maintain cordial and 


friendly relations” with the 
Khmer Rouge, for whom he race 
served as figurehead head of 
state. 

Political and ethnic violence 
appeared to have abated in the 
countryside where, U.N. officials 
say, nearly 200 have been killed 
in the two months leading to the 
election. 

But the government and the 
U.N. vote organisers were in 
dispute over security of ballot 
boxes. 

Government officials refused 
to confirm or deny speculation 
that the disagreement could lead 
to tiie government withdrawing 
from the election. 

“This is a very important issue, 
we are now discussing it very 
actively with UNTAC (U.N. 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia),” Sok An, the government's 
chief of cabinet, told Reuters. 

U.N. officials say the govern- 
ment is demanding that its offi- 
cials watch over ballot boxes 24- 
hours a day during the six-day 
polling period and also wants to 
be able to place its seal on the 
boxes to prevent them from being 

tampered with. 

UNTAC plans to store ballot 
boxes overnight in the bases of its 
peacekeeping soldiers and says 
this should be sufficient protec- 
tion. 

The Khmer Rouge call the 
polls a farce that will serve only to 


legitimise the government, its bit- 
ter enemy. 

The Khmer Rouge were re- 
sponsible for the deaths of a 
million Cambodians when they 
ran the country from 1975 to 
1979. They were ousted by a 

Vietnamese invasion that instal- 
led in power the government now 
headed by Mr. Hnn Sen. 

Thirteen years of dvil war were 
formally ended by an all-four* 
faction peace treaty in October 
1991 that created UNTAC and 
led to the elections. 

The Khmer Rouge Friday re- 
jected U.N. claims that every- 
thing is set for elections in Cam- 
bodia and said they will refuse to 
accept the outcome. 

“We could not accept to be 
killed, swallowed and destroyed 
by the Vietnamese occupation,” 
spokesman Mak Ben told a news 
conference at the Khmer Rouge 
stronghold of Phnom Malai near 
the Thai border. 

He accused U.N. personnel of 
issuing Cambodian identity cards 
to Vietnamese living here, which 
would give them the right to vote 
during the polls which start Sun- 
day and ran until May 28. 

He also aroused the United 
States of supplying aims to the 
Vietnamese and the Phnom Penh 
government Hanoi set up when it 
invaded Cambodia in late 1978, 
ending Khmer Rogue rule in 
1979. 


British House of Commons votes 


to ratify Maastricht Treaty 


LONDON (R) — Britain's Con- 
‘servative government has finally 
■forced its bill to ratify the Maas- 
tricht Treaty through k fractions 
lower house of parliament, after 
more than 200 hours of debate. 

Six months of vodous in- 
fighting among Conservative 
members of parliament, which 
badly hurt the standing of Prime 
Minister John Major, ended with 
a 292 to 112 vote win for the 
go vernm ent in the final Horae of 
Commons vote on the bill late 
Thursday. 

Ministers believe the way is 
now dear for Britain to become 
with Germany the last of the 12 
European Community (EC) 
members to complete ratifica- 
tion. 

The MO is expected to face 
delays in the unelected House of 


Lords, where it goes next, but the 
government’s large majority 
should guarantee it passes this 
test unaltered. 

Government officials expect 
foil ratification by August, 20 
months after the EC summit in 
Maastricht where the treaty — 
claimed by Mr. Major as his 
greatest triumph — was signed. 

“I’ve noticed that some people 
in Europe have been somewhat 
frustrated at the pace of our 
process,” Chancellor of foe Ex- 
chequer (Finance Minister) Nor- 
man Lament said in the final 
speech of the debate. 

“But we don't owe them any 
apologies at alL It is quite right 
we should deliberate carefully on 
a treaty of tins importance.” 

The time-consuming debate on 
the Maastricht bill in the Com- 


mons has hobbled the govern- 
ment’s legislative programme and 
diverted ministerial attention 
from other issues. 


“Euro-rebels” in Mr. Major’s 
party kept up their attack in the 
Lower House until the bitter end 
and vowed to continue their roil 
in the Lords for a referendum on 
the treaty. Their assault there will 
be led by the former prime minis- 
ter, Lady Thatcher. 

Forty Conservatives voted 
against the government on Thurs- 
day, joined by 70 members of the 
main opposition Labour Party 
who defied their leaders’ de- 
mands that they abstain. 

Labour objects to Britain's de- 
cision to opt out of the treaty's 
social chapter, which covers 
labour and welfare rights. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Spain’s Socialists ahead in poll 

. . . 

MADRID (R) — Spain’s ruling Socialists moved slightly ahead of 
opposition conservatives in opinion polls as official campaigning 
began Friday for the June 6 general elections. Polls published in 
two papers to coincide with the start of the campaign gave Prime 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez’s Socialist Workers Party (PSOE) a lead 
of between two and four points over the Popular Party (PP), led 
by lawyer Jose Maria Aznar. The polls were the first taken since 
the peseta was devalued last week for the third time in eight 
months and confounded predictions the jevaluation would cost 
the government support. The PSOE, in power for almost 11 
years, had the clearest advantage in a poll published by the 
Catalan daily El Periodico, which gave them 35 per cent of the 
probable vote against 30.7 per cent for the PP. Another in the 
Madrid daily Diario 16 also put the Socialists at 35 per cent but 
gave the PP 33 per cent. 


China, U.K. resume Hong Kong talks 


PEKING (R) — China and Britain began a third round of talks 
over political reform in Hong Kong Friday, but neither side held 
out any prospect for an early resolution to their bitter dispute. Sir 
Robin McLaren, the British ambassador to Peking who is 
London’s representative to the talks, told reporters-. “It is clear 
that both sides are approaching these discussions in a positive 
spirit.” But be declined to be drawn on the content of the 
discussions or whether differences could be resolved by the end of 
July. “We don't think it helpful at this stage to Lay down any 
precise timetables,” be said. The Chinese negotiator. Vice 
Foreign Minister Jiang Enzhu. said both sides were working hard. 
“The meetings are proceeding normally.” he said. 


E. Timor rebel chief jailed for life 


DILI, East Timor (R) — An Indonesian court on Friday 
sentenced East Timor rebel leader Xanana Gusmao to life 
imprisonment. Mr. Zanana has led the Fretilin rebel movement 
for most of the 17 years East Timor has been ruled by Indonesia. 
He was found guilty of leading a separatist movement and illegal 
possession of weapons. “The reason the punishment is so heavy is 
that the defendant’s actions disturbed stability in East Timor,” 
Judge Hieronymus Godang told the Dili court after passing 
sentence. 


Guests flee burning Philippines hotel 


CEBU, Philippines (R) — Forty frightened guests and a sedated 
tiger escaped unharmed from a blazing Philippines hotel Friday, 
hotel staff said. Reports said several people were injured at the" 
fire in Cebu city, 575 kilometres south east of Manila but Fire 
Marshall Anacleto Sabellon could not confirm any casualties. 
One unidentified Japanese tourist escaped from the blazing 
140-room Magellan Hotel by sliding down a water pipe from a 
fourth floor window. Several other guests, also believed to be 
Japanese, were seen jumping into the hotel swimming pool, 
witnesses said. “There were 40 guests at the time but all of them 
were taken to safety,” hotel spoekswoman Ana Conejero said. 
She said a tiger named Abu which was kept in a cage outside the 
Lasang (Jungle) Discotheque in the hotel basement was also 
evacuated but had to be tranquilised first with an injection. 


Strong earthquake shakes Tokyo 


TOKYO (R) — A strong earthquake registering a preliminary 5.2 
on the Richter Scale jolted downtown Tokyo Friday, causing high 
buildings to sway and jiggle for several minutes. There were no 
immediate reports of serious damage or injuries. High-speed 
bullet trains m the area surrounding Tokyo were temporarily 
halted and Tokyo's Haneda Airport briefly closed three runways 
to check for damage, but there were no other reports of 
disruption to transportation networks. The earthquake struck at 
11:36 a.m. (0236 GMT). There was no immediate danger of 
Tsunami seismic waves, the Central Meteorological Agency said. 
The agency said the quake's epicentre was located roughly 60 
kilometres below ground in southwestern Ibraki prefecture 
(state), a largely rural area. 


Extremists 
triumph in 
N. Ireland 
elections 


BELFAST (AP) — With 
thousands of votes still to be 
counted Friday, Northern Ire- 
land’s extremists celebrated a 
dutch of local election victories 
that suggest little prospect of 
political compromise. 

Democratic Unionist hardlin- 
ers on the Protestant side and 
Sum Fan, which supports the 
IRA’s 23-year violent campaign 
against British rule, both put in 
strong individual performances in 
Wednesday’s ballot for 26 local 
councils. 

Votes still uncounted included 
those for Catholic West Belfast, 
the cockpit of Sinn Fein support. 

Shortly before counting began 
Thursday, an IRA truck bomb 
exploded in downtown Belfast, 
injuring 20 people and damaging 
more than a dozen buildings, 
including the Grand Opera 
House and the Europa Hotel. 

*The Democratic Unionists, 
founded and led by the firebrand 
Rev. Ian Paisley, defied predic- 
tions to increase their share of the 
vote by 10 per cent to 30 per cent 
in some Protestant parts of Bel- 
fast, electoral returns showed. 

Wrtfa votes in 461 of 586 council 
seats tallied when Thursday’s 
counting ended, the Ulster Un- 
ionists had won 167 seats while 
the Democratic Unionists (DUP) 
had captured 98 seats. 

Both parties support Northern 
Ireland’s continued union with 
Britain but he DUP campaign 
railed against negotiations. A 
British government initiative to 
t Northern Ireland's politicians 
cfc to talks with the Irish gov- 
ernment foiled last November. 

Peter Robinson, deputy leader 
of the DUP, said the poll results 
have given his party “a mandate 
to take part in a (talks) process 
that could only lead to failure or 
betrayal.” 

On the Catholic side, the mod- 
erate Social Democratic and 
Labour Party — which shares 
power with Protestants on some 
councils — gained in areas of 
comparatively low violence while 
Sinn Fein soared victories where 
the population felt most under 
threat. 

In the “murder triangle” 
around Dungannon, 80 
kilometres west of Belfast, Sinn 
Fein council members Raymond 
McMahon and Frande Molloy 
topped die polls in their wards for 
the first time. The party won five 
seats on a 22-seat Council re- 
nowed for a close working rel- 
tionship between the SDLF and 
Ulster Unionists. 


Yeltsin 
calls June 


constitutional 


conference 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin has summoned 
leaders of Russia's 88 republics 
and regions to a conference next 
month to prepare a new constitu- 
tion, a spokesman said Friday. 

He went ahead with his consti- 
tutional plans by signing a decree 
for the national conference, de- 
spite opposition from his arch- 
rival. parliamentary Chairman 
Ruslan Khasbulatov. 

The move was announced by 
presidential spokesman Vyaches- 
lav Kostikov, ITAR-TASS News 
Agency said. 

Mr. Yeltsin is seeking a basic 
document to underpin a French- 
style presidential republic giving 
the president sweeping powers to 
dissolve parliament mid control 
the government. 

Mr. Khasbulatov has branded 
as illegal Mr. Yeltsin’s May 11 
announcement that he wifl seek 
to push through his blueprint by 
the ‘Constitutional co n fe re nce be- 
ginning June 5. 

But other members of foe 
opposition, ‘ chiefly Mr. Khasbu- 
latov’s deputy, Nikolai Ryabov, 
have welcomed the idea, 
apparently influenced by the 
popular support shown for Mr. 
Yeltsin in an April 75 referen- 
dum. 

Mr. Yeltsin says he is ready to 
compromise with his rivals and 
consider other constitutional 
proposals from an alternative 
draft put forward by parliament. 
But he says his version must form 
the basis of any final version. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s head of adminis- 
tration, Sergei Filatov, said ear- 
lier this week that the June 5 
assembly would be composed of 
four groups. 

One group would represent the 
federation’s 88 republics, regions 
and districts. Another would be 
made of presidential appointees 
and deputies. The others woud 
represent political parties and 
movements such as the trade 
unions, and local self-government 
officials. 


ABoaafouaolffierT lw r ada ydgaip the body of a 
of Sarajevo (AFP photo) 


tiled by a 


Bosnia fighting eases as big 


powers mull peace moves 


SARAJEVO (R) — Fighting 
eased in Bosnia Friday, and the 
major international powers 
appeared to be nearing agree- 
ment on new steps to contain the 
war in the former Yugoslav re- 
public. 

In the Bosnian capital 
Sarajevo, where at least four 
people were kifletf Thursday in 
mortar exchanges between 
Muslim-led government forces 
and rebel Serbs, small arms fire 
erupted overnight but the city 
was otherwise quiet. 

Battles also appeared to have 
subsided on most other fronts in a 
13-momh war that has pitted 
Serbs against Muslims and Croats 
and the Muslims and Croats 
against each ocher. 

Attention switched across the 
Atlantic to e ffo rts by the United 
States, Russia and Europe to 
forge a common strategy on Bos- 
nia after Serbs in oontnM of 70 per 
cent of the republic overwhel- 
mingly rejected a U.N- -backed 
peace plan. 

U.S. President BiQ Clinton and 
Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev were expected to meet 
later Friday in Washington, amid 
signs the U.S., Russia and Euro- 
pean allies were ajpre- 

ment on sew ways to mmt the 
conflict. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said after talks with 
Mr. Kozyrev Thursday tire par- 
ties were drawmg closer together 
on “very concrete” options. 

Mr. Cfinton, bowing to Rus- 
sian and European opposition, 
has badoed off plans to fift a U JM. 


arms embargo for Bosnian Mus- 
lims and use air strikes to protect 
them. 

The New York Times reported 
Washington and Moscow had 
agreed to seek a joint approach 
with European countries that 
accepted, at least for now, the 
territorial gains made by the 
Sobs. 

The goal would be “to contain 
and stabilise the situation and to 
put the brakes on the killing,” foe 
newspaper quoted a senior U.S. 
administration official as saying. 

Mr. Christopher was to sound 
out British Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd on the plan over 
hmch Friday and do the same 
with French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe Saturday. 

The U-N- Security Council put 
off resolutions on Bosnia so die 
international'Playcxs could tty to 
reach a consensus. 

The Council had expected to 
adopt Thursday and Friday re- 
solutions sending about 500 in- 
spectors to Serina to make sure 
arms do not reach Bosnian Serbs 
and establish the structure of an 
international war crimes tribunal 
to try those reponsible for atroci- 
ties in the former Yugoslavia. 

“Ministers should have a 
chance to dot with each Other 
before they press ahead with re- 
solutions on the former Yugosla- 
via,” said one European envoy. 

The peace plan, drafted by 
European envoy Lord Owen and 
fonner U.S. Secretary of State 
Cyrus Vance, divides Bosnia into 
10 provinces broadly along ethnic 
lines and would require die Serbs 


to give up one third of their war. 

gMHK 

The Bosnian Serbs want a con- 
federation of three ethnic states 
or, foiling that, independence for 
their own republic. 

The United States has been 


sceptical over die future of the 
U.N. pla 


(dan following die Bosnian 
Serb rejection in a weekend re- 
ferendum, but Russia and 
Europe are keen to promote it in 
die absence of any odrr initia- 
tive. 

Mr. Juppe told French televi- 
sion the plan was flawed but was 
the only way forward. 

“It’s certainly no longer suited 
to the situation on the ground, 
but if s the ony way of getting a 
new course nnaer way,” Mr. Jup- 
pe said after a two-day meeting of 
ministers from the 10-nation 
Western European Union de- 
fence grouping in Rome. 

In the so ut h wes te rn dty of 
Mbstar, Croat forces Thursday 
released 1,800 Muslim dviHam 
rounded up in recent fighting, but 
U.N. officials said some were itiU 
being held and expressed concern 
over “ethnic deansing” — thq 
forcible removal of people be- 
cause of their ethnic background 
— by both sides. 

hi Croatia, a UJN.-brokered 
ceasefire ag ree m ent to end Serb- 
Croat dashes foiled to materialise 
Thursday when die Serb artny 
commander (fid not show up for 
. foe signing ceremony. 


The truce is supposed to jjo 


into effect Saturday to end 
latest round of clashes which 
erupted in January. 


36 bodies of 132 dead recovered 


from Colombian plane crash site 


BOGOTA (AF}- — Rescuers on 
foot reached the mountain crash 
site of a Colombian jetliner and 
recovered 36 bodies, radio net- 
work reported. AD 132 aboard 
the plane were believed ItiHed. 

The team of Civil Defence and 
Red Cross workers struggled to 
the site in northwest Colombia 
after gusty winds and douds pre- 
vented air search helicopters 
from landing. 


Helicopters would try to airlift 
the bodies out Friday, RCN and 


Caracol Radio networks said. 

Twenty-nine Panamanians, 
seven Americans and other fore- 
igners were among those tilled 
when a Boeing 727 firm Col- 
ombia’s SAM Airlin e struck just 


below the 12300-foot (3,690- 
metres) summit of a peak 
' Wednesday and plowed into an 
almost vertical wall. 

A second jet duaster was nar- ' 
rowly averted in Bogota Thurs- 
day, also involving a SAM 727. 

Two jetliners landed at the 
same time on the single runway at 
Bogota’s El Dorado International 
Airport Caracol reported, dting 
the Civil Aeronautics Agency. 

Repents said the SAM 727 had 
just touched down when an Air 


The SAM flight was arriving 
from Pbreira, Colombia, and the 
Air France flight from Quito, 
Ecuador. It was not immediately 
known how many people were 
aboard the Dianes. 

Police General Carlos Pulido 
told Caracol Radio earlier that 
Wednesday’s crash site was in an 
•Andean Mountain area so inac- 
cessible that the site may have tq 
be declared a cemetery, bodies 
hung from trees, Gen. Pulido told 


France Boeing 747 came roaring 
1 RCN 


over it and landed ahead, 
said the SAM pilot had to stop 
so suddenly that luggage came 
flying out of overhead compart- 
ments. 


The plane fait about 80 
kilometres northwest of Medellin 


as it was preparing to land on a 
m Panama. 


flight from 
The crash area is heavily fore- 


Venezuela court rules that president must stand trial 


CARACAS (R) — Venezuela's 
Supreme Court has ruled that 
President Carlos Andres Perez, a 
survivor of coup attempts, riots 
and political feuds, must stand 
trial on corruption charges in an 
unprecedented decision likely to 
suspend him. 

A ruling by the Supreme Court 
to try the widely unpopular presi- 
dent on embezzlement and mis- 
use of public funds charges 
sparked' jubilant street celebra- 
tions among Venezuelans long 
angered by widespread corrup- 
tion in this oft-exporting nation. 

The Senate was due to meet 
Friday, to vote whether to 
approve the court’s decision and 
send Mr. Perez and two former . 
ministers to trial. 

Chief Justice Gonzalo Rodri- 
gues Coito said judges ruled 9-0, 
with six abstentions, to support 
the charges brought by public 
prosecutor R&xnaon Escovar 
Salom Last March. 

“The court agreed with die 
petition of trial against President 
Carlos Andres Perez and fonner 
ministers Reinaldo Figueredo 
and Alejandro Izaguirre,” Mr. 
Rodriguez Corro said. 

Venezuelans erupted im- 
mediately in celebration, honking 
horns, banging kitchen pots and 
exploding firecrackers in a 
cathartic and.peaoeful expression 
of joy in one of the oldest demo- 
cracies in the region. 

“This is a histone decision that 


will satisfy die people's thirst for 
said Leonardo Padilla, 


justice, 


25, a university student. “We are 
optimistic, we are happy and we 
will begin to move forward start- 
ing right now.” 

They also chanted the name of 
Lieutenant Colonel Hugo Chavez 
Frias, who lead the February 
1992 cotip attempt in what he said 
was an effort to save Venezuelans 
from poverty and corruption. 

“Chavez was right. Perez is a 
crook.” one student shouted out- 
side Congress. 

Mr. Perez, 70, who would be 
the firer president in 35 years of 
democracy to be forced from 
office, told cabinet ministers to 
remain in their posts to make the 
process less “traumatic” for the 
country, one minister told Reu- 
ters. 

“The transition period should 
be the least traumatic possible 
and we must cooperate to ensure 
this,” the minister, who re- 
quested anonymity, quoted Mr. 
Perez as saying. 

Earlier, Information Minister 
Angel Zambrano said the cabinet 
had resigned to let Mr. Perez’s 
replacement have the option of 
selecting a new governing team, 
but would remain in their posts 
for now. 

The decision came only seven 
months before general elections 
in Venezuela, in which Mr. Perez 
cannot run. 

If, as expected, the Senate up- 
holds the court’s decision Mr. 
Perez will be suspended from 
power under the constitution and 
stand trial in the Supreme Court. 



with local currency of 
17 million at a preferential rate 
and sale in the free marker for 
about $10 million in profit. 

The government has denied the 
charges but declined to specify 
how the funds were spent since 
they came from a classified 
acount used for state security. 

The charges against Mr. Perez 
became a focal point for Vene- 
zuelan public anger over percep- 
tions of widespread corruption in 


Carkw Andres Perez 


Congress President Octavio 
Lepage was expected to assume 
the presidency Friday for up to 30 
days, as provided by the constitu- 
tion, until the legislature elects a 
replacement to serve until the, 
trial ends. 

The president predicted early 
Thursday his weekly radio 
address that he would win this 
latest battle. 

Mr. Perez, who first served as 
president of Venezuela from 
1974-1979 and was reelected for 
another five-year term m Decem- 
ber 1988, says, he is seeking a 
quick trial to dear his name as 
soon as possible. 

The president and the former 
ministers face charges in tine 


Venezuelan leader has 
drawn parallels between himself 
and the former president of 
neighbouring Brazil, Fernando 
Cofior De Mello,who fell from 
power on corruption charges last 
year. 

Mr. Perez has often been on 
the defensive since implementing 
reforms in 1989 that scrapped 
subsidies and in turn increased 
prices, sharply reducing the stan- 
dard -of living of Venezuelans 
usedro a paternalistic system of 
government handouts. 

The subsidies were leftovers 
from an era of wealth two de- 
radesago when this member of 
the Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPECV 
reaped the benefits of an oil 
boom, 

^ suspended by the Senate/ 
Mr- Perez must cede all powen to 
bis interim replacement but 
would continue to hold the offi- 
cial position of president and 
continue to live in the presiden- 
tial La Casona residence. 


Singer to reject 
contestants whoVe 

had plastic surgery 


MEXICO CITY (API - Siqrr 

be among the juds** oi 
Universe 1993 contest, .-art she H 
vote against any brainy omit* 
tent she knows has undergone 

plastic surgery. “One can under- 
go operations to improve certain 
SrtTof their body, but not to 
participate in a contest like this, 
said Ms. Alonso, who once rrprrg. 
seated Venezuela in the compctf 
tion. “I personally jiw against it. 
“To be able to read*, the Mws 
Universe contest after under- 
going plastic surgery i& dishon- 
est,” she said this week as the 
festivities leading up to the final 
event drew to a close, reuow 
juror Jose Luis Cuevas, a Mex- 
ican painter, said that if anv 
contestant wins with the help of 
plastic surgery, "‘we should give 
the prize to the plastic surgeon. 
Plastic surgerv is not prohibited 
by the Miss ‘Universe Contest. 
Also on the jury will be Lupital 
Jones, Miss Universe Wli 
whose recently published book 
“Palabras De Reina" — Words 
Of The Queen — « an insider’s 
look at the contest. On Monday, 
the jury selected 10 semi -finalists 
from among 79 candidates from 
around the world but their names 
still remain secret. Still, the pub* 
tic and press have come up with 
some favourites: Miss Venezuela 
Milica Chulina. J«. Miss Guate- 
mala Diana Galvan. 19; Miss 
Mexico Angelina Gonzalez, 18; 
Miss Brazil Leila Schuster. 21: 
Miss Ghana Jamila Haruna, 25: 
and Miss Spain Eugenia Santana, 
19. On Monday night. Miss 
Venezuela received a Si. 000 
check for being the contestant 
with “the most beautiful hair.** 


Cheers ends 
11 -year run with 
philosophical flair 


BOSTON. Massachusetts (R) — 
Ram doesn’t marry Diane, but 
discovers true love. Norm nearly 
confesses beer isn't the most im- 
portant thing in his life. And Cliff 
— well, some things never 
change. Cheers ended its 11 -year 
ran Thursday night as one of the 
most popular and critically- 
acclaimed series in U.S. televi- 
sion without the finality some 
fens had expected, but with a 
message timed for the 90s — that 
famil y is where you find it. Sam 


Malone, the roguish playboy 
whose coiffure and tittle bl 


>lack 

book were his most prized posses- 
sions — in that order — renkin- 
dtes the aborted romance hcfei-J 
with Diane Chambers years be- 
Lfore. But they both realise it was 
not meant to be, and part. Norm 
Peterson, who ran up a beer tab 
rivalling the U.S. national debt 
and was usually his most pro- 
found when admitting he 
would n't know what to do -l 
“first” — if he lost his wife, gam 
as his parting shot a soulful re- 
mark about true love. “You al- 
ways come back to her.” Peter- 
son said with a grin as Malone 
searches for meaning in his life — 
meaning he realises he has in the 
company of his friends. “I’m the 
luckiest son of a bitch on earth," 
Malone says to himself in the 
empty bar. When Cheers first 
aired on Sept. 30, 1982, it did not 


im mediately catch fire. It ranked 
74th in its first year and did not 


_ _ J — “ MVI 

become a season’s number one 
hit until 1989. Based on a real 
neighbourhood bar in Boston, 
the Bull And Finch Pub, Cheers 
was nominated for 111 Emmy 
Awards, the most ever garnered 

by « programme, and won 26 

three shy of the record set by The 
Mary Tyler Moore Show. 


Clinton’s haircut 
shuts down 2 
runways 


WASHINGTON <R) — V 

Prewdem Bill Clinton sat abos 
Air roroe One on a Los Angel 
nmvray having his hair cut. shi 
for aime 

~ an incomii 
flight to aide the airport for 
“““Wes- But the White Hou 
2“* Tuesday’s hS 

session, dubbed “hi 

pJS e r£J C ’*S! y *** w ashingt< 

Post, did not betray Mr. CKntor 
2E as a common ma n ‘Tl 
»« I 


nis nair 

^ everybody else has to 
$«r hair cut." said spoken 


soia spok 

Mr-dmton has a *‘i 
busy schedule". 


Major gets dam 

over libel article 


loitoon (R) __ w .„ 
MU °nwidc ( 
newsage 

Jt had paid damages , 
Mnister JohnM^ * 

"ES® 2 " 1 * lh *t al 

had an affair. Mr. Main! 
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2nd Div ision Basketball Championship 

Abbasi face Homentmen 
in final match Sunday 

By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AJv *MAN — The Second Dwi- 
Basketball Oiampkmship 
ftwnes 10 an end Sunday when 
Abbasi and Homentmen clash 
mtfre final of the competition 
organised by the Jordan Bas- 
ketball Federation (JBF). 

Homentmen are well on 
Mcir way to returning to the 
First Division as they won both 
their matches in the second 
ronnd ^ of the champio nship , 
defeating Yarmouk Amman 
68-50 and Gazzet Hashem 75- 
67. They had also maintained 
an unbeaten streak in the first 
round before losing to Abbasi 
in the first round final 58-57. 

Abbasi on the other band, 
seem to have lost their momen- 
tum in the second round as 
they were upset by Yarmouk 
Am man 76-74 and later haH 
difficulty overcoming ntm * r 
Hashem 68-56, after the latter 
won the first half 34-26. 

Homentmen now lead the 
standings with 4 points and will 
secure promotion to the First 
Division if they beat Abbas, 
or even lose by less than 18 
points. 

Yarmouk Amman — who 
had finished fourth in the over- 
all standings of the first round 
— were ecstatic after overcom- 
ing Abbasi earlier in the week, 
and felt confident of defeating 
Homentmen Thursday to stage 
a big upset of former First 
Division teams. 

That was not the case 
however in Yarmouk’s mmrft 
against Homentmen at the 
Sports Palace Court, as Yar- 
mouk could only keep up with 
their opponents at the begin- 
ning of die first half. Homent- 
men’s Vasken Adjemian and 



Bomenlxnea’s team 

Ibrahim Tadros scored 11 con- 
secutive points, however scor- 
ing remained dose with Ho- 
mentmen leading 22-16 with 11 
wwnnte* remaining. 

Homentmen substituted in- 
jured Vicken Avakian by Al'a 
Abu Rahmeh, who secured de- 
fensive rebounding, scored and 
assisted his teammates Robert 
Chatmajian, and Adjemian 
who scored to widen their 
team’s lead to 33-16. 

Yarmouk (fid not score for 
nearly five minutes, before 
they added 7 consecutive 
points to narrow the gap to 
35-25. Homentmen won tire 
first half 42-27. 

In the second half Homent- 


men took advantage of Yar- 
mouk’s lack of fitness as they 
contained to score and estab- 
lished a commanding 60-35 
lead. 

Yarmouk burdened Ho- 
mentmen by a big number of 
fools and thus managed to out- 
score their opponents 15-8 in 
the final minutes of the matrfi 
and narrowed the gap to give 
Homentmen a 68-50 win. 

The final match Sunday will 
be held ax 7 p ja. at the Sports 
Palace oourt, and will be pre- 
ceded by the Yarmouk Am- 
man — Gazzet Hashem match. 

Only ooe team will be prom- 
oted to the First Division this 
season 


Standings 


Team 


W 


SF 


SA 


Pta 


Homentmen 

2 

2 

— 

143 

117 

4 

Abbasi 

2 

1 

1 

142 

132 

3 

Yarmouk Amman 

2 

1 

1 

126 

142 

3 

Gazzet Hasbem 

2 

— 

— 

123 

143 

2 


Linighan’s late header 
wins F.A. Cup for Arsenal 


WEMBLEY (AP) — Defender 
Andy Linighan waited untiTfoe 
last possible moment to avert the 
first-ever penalty shootout in 
Football Association Cup final 
history Thursday, as he headed in 
a Paul Merson comer to give 
Arsenal a 2-1 victory over Shef- 
^field Wednesday. 
t Linighan, positioned less than 
five yards from the goal, put the 
ball through the hands of Eng- 
land goalkeeper Chris Woods 
during injury time which had 
been added on to extra time. 

The victory gives Arsenal its 
fifth F.A. Cup title and the Lon- 
don team became the first to 
capture both major English cops 
in one season, having defeated 
Wednesday in the League Cup 
final last month. 

Arsenal's Ian Wright scored his 
30th goal of foe season and Chris 
Waddle answered for Wednesday 
as foe teams were level after 90 
minutes. 

A shootout appeared inevit- 
able as both dubs missed chances 
fe, in extra time until li n i g ha n found 
the net seconds before the final 


whistle. * 

'‘They made it very harif for 
us," said foe 30-year-old defen- 
der. “Over the two games', I think ' 
it really deserved to go to penal- 
ties but I timed it justi right.” 

The replay, foe 14th in 112 
FA. Cup finals, was forced by a 
1-1 draw 1st Saturday that had 
both teams showing foe weary 
effects of foe long season. 

But, despite occasional sloppy 
play, foe replay featured a quick- 
er tempo marred by spells of 
roughness. 

Arsenal's Danish midfielder 
John Jensen set the mood early 
with an aggresssive tackle that 
sent Chris Waddle to the turf for 
several minutes. 

Merson had the game’s first 
serious scoring opportunity after 
a 40-yard run left him with only 
Woods to beat, but 
er smothered the 
weak effort. 


midfielders 


Continued rough play led to 
several cautions from referee 
Keren Barratt, who issued foe 
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j 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
Cl 992 Tffem M*C»1 SerrtCH. Inc. 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.Z — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

#10803 7A873 OK *J6S2 
The hnddrng has proceeded: 

North East South West 
10 Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

#Q652 7643 0J92 *A83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 * DU 10 ? 

What action do you take? 

Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦AQ76 ?AJ6S 07 *AK92 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East Smith West North 

10 Dbl Pan 1 # 


What do you bid now? 

Q.4— —Both vulnerable, 08 South 


you hold: 

#72 ?AX1O05 0AQ109 *A8 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 V Pass 2 * Pass 
v 

What do you bid now? 

Qj& — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

#A9852 TOJ63 OVoid 4J765 
The hirlding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 0 Pass 1 * . Pass 

2 0 Pass 2 9 Pass 

2 # Pass ? 

What action do yon take? 

Q.6 — Neither vulnerable, as Sooth 
you bold: 

#94 9AQJ63 0A105 #Q98 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 9 Pass 1 * Pass 

? 

What, do you bid now? 


first -yellow card to Mark Bright 
after the Wednesday striker 
bloodies IJuighan’s nose with an 
elbow in the 18th inmate. 

The peace accelerated in the 
final 15 minutes, and Arsenal's 
Smith received his first career 
booking when he pushed substi- 
tute Graham Hyde to the ground 
in the 77th minute. 

Merson missed his second 
opportunity when his (hive from 
foe edge of the box waas too hot 
for Woods to handle cleanly, and 
the keeper was fortunate to con- 
trol foe ball as it dribbled behind 
him toward foe net. 

Wednesday kept up the press- 
ure but Nigel Worthington's cross 
was headed wide by Hirst in foe 
85 th minute. 

Hirst also had a chance in 
injury time, but he was again 
wide from the left side of foe box 
after a fine run. 

Both teams showed fatigue in 
extra time, and Arsenal had to 
make do without Wright, who 
was substituted by manager 
George Graham midway through 
the second half. 

Bright looked sure to secure 
the game winner 14 minutes into 
overtime but was brought down 
with a spectacular tackle by 
linig han well inside foe box. 

Wednesday played without 
regular captain Vrv Anderson. 
The defender injured knee liga- 
ments in Saturday’s game and 
failed a fitness test prior to the 
replay-. 

The game attracthed 62,267 
fans, the smallest crowd to wit- 
ness an F.A. Cop final in its 70 
years at Wembley. 


Group A 
World Cup 
preliminaries 
begin today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The first 
round of Group A World Cup 
preliminary matches begin Satur- 
day at A1 Hassan Sports Gty in 
Ifbid. 

The opening ceremony, held 
under foe patronage of His 
Majesty King Hussein, will begin 
at 4 p.m. Zt will be followed by 
the opening match in which Jor- 
dan plays Yemen. 

In the second match of the day, 
Pakistan faces China at 8:30 p.m. 

The first round continues until 
May 30. The second leg of the 
first round will be played in 
Chengdu, China starting June 12. 

Suns win 
series 

SAN ANTONIO (R) — Charles 
Barkley hit a jumper from the top 
of foe key with 1.8 seconds left to 
give Phoenix a 102-100 victory 
over the San Antonio Spurs 
Thursday, moving foe Suns into 
the Western Conference finals. 

The Suns won the best-of- 
seven series 4-2 to reach foe 
Weston finals for foe first time 
since 1990 . 

They wfl] play the winner of the 
Houston-Seattle series, which 
was locked at 3-3 after foe Hous- 
ton Rockets beat the Supersonics 
103-90 in their game six. 

Phoenix was leading 99-98 fol- 
lowing Dale Ellis's three-pointer 
for the Spurs with 14.5 seconds to 
go when Danny Ainge went to 
foe free throw fine with a chance 
to put foe Suns up three. 

Ainge made foe first bat mis- 
sed the second and Barkley com- 
mitted a loose ball foul on David’ 
Robinson. Robinson made both free 
throws with 11 seconds to go to tie the 
game and set the stage tar Barkley. 

Barkley finished with 2b 
points, 21 rebounds, four assists 
and four steals. Dan Majerle and 
Kevin Johnson added 18 points 
each for the Suns. 

Robinson, who had a despera- 
tion shot blocked at the buzzer, 
led the Spurs with 22 points and 
14 rebounds and Sean Elliott 
added 19 points and 11 rebounds. 

San Antonio, which lost at 
home in the playoffs for foe first 
time after four victories, played 
without forward. Antoine Carr 
who had a sprained: ankle. 

Barkley, who had 36 points in 
foe Suns’ game five vcitory, re- 
sponded with a three-point play 
to begin a 12-0 run that put 
Phoenix ahead 88-86. Tom 
Chambers scored six points dur- 
ing the outburst. 

J.R. Reid scored inside and 
Robinson hit one of two free 
throws to put San Antonio back 
in front. 

In Houston, a red-hot kenny 
Smith scored a career playoff- 
high 30 points and Houston out- 
scored Seattle 36-15 in foe third 
quarter to break the game open. 

Smith hit 13 of 16 shots and did 
not eommin a turnover as the 
Rockets continued foe pattern 
that has seen foe home team win 
every game of this series. 

Otis Thorpe added 18 points 
and 10 rebounds for Houston. 

Shawn Kemp, who was in foul 
trouble with five personals, 
scored only one point and missed 
both his shots from field in 26 
minutes. 

The Rockets bad a 67-60 lead 
and scored foe next 10 points to 
take control of the contest with 
one minute left in the period. 
Vernon Maxwell, who scored 15 
points, hit a 35-foot three-pointer 
as foe 24-second clock expired to 
start the 10-0 burst. 

Smith an(i Olajuwon hit field 
goals and Smith then capped foe 
burst with a three-pointer. 

Olajuwon finished with 14 
points and 10 rebounds and 
Robert Horry added 15 points as 
Houston starter scored in 
tie figures. 


JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, MAY 22, 1993 0 


Countdown begins for May 27-28^j 
Jordan International Rally 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to foe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Competition in 
foe 1993 Jordan International 
Rally — one of the rounds of 
foe Middle East Rally Cham- 
pionship — promises to be an 
exhausting and challenging 
event, as 46 competitors will 
fight h out in a two-day battle 
of endurance. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal Ben Al Hussein will give 
the start signal of foe rally, as 
competitors set off from foe 
Roman amphitheatre in 
Downtown Amman, Thursday 
May 27 at 4 pm. 

There will be 22 special 
stages making up 400 
kilometres of the 970- 
Idjometre rally. The first day of 
foe rally wili be on asphalt 
roads north of foe Kingdom. 
Has leg will feature 11 special 
stages, the first one being at 
Marsa’ north of Shafa Badran. 
Cars wifi then bead north to- 
wards Masaira, Ras Al Aqra, 
Soof and Kufr Khal before the 
first car is due at the Jerash 
service and regrouping halt by 
7.43 p.m. 

The restart will be from the 
Jerash Resthonse at 8:30 p.m. 
as competitors drive through 
the six remaining special stages 
of the first leg, passing through 
Ras Al Aqra, Soof, Kufr Khal, 
Masarra, Marsa' and Rumei- 
meen. 

The first car is due at the 
Forte Grand Hotel in Amman 
. — the rally’s headquarters — 
at l.m. Friday. 

The second leg of foe rally 
wfl] start at 9 am. Friday, and 
will take drivers through the 
remaining 11 special stages in 
the desert areas south of the 
country. The start will be from 
foe Forte Grand Hotel towards 
the 12th special stage at Tunaib 
near Queen Alia International 
Airport. Competitors will then 


head south to Swaqqa and 
Hafira near Qatrana, then to 
Hasa and Fujeij before 
reaching the Petra Forum 
Hotel for service and regroup- 
ing. The restart will be at 330 
p.m. passing through BekJha, 
Fujeij, Hasa, Hafira, Swaqqa 
and Tunaib. The first car is due 
at the finish ramp at the Forte 
Grand Hotel at 9.15 p.m. 

Rally organisers — the 
Royal Automobile Club of Jor- 
dan (RACJ) — are now put- 
ting the finishing touches on 
foe minor details of the most 
prestigious auto sports event in 
the country, sponsored by 
Gold Coast. 

Organisers seemed happy 
with arrangements, organisa- 
tion and number of entries. 

Deputy clerk of the course, 
Ziad Louza, said that this 
year’s rally will be “an entirely 
national effort.’* 

“There will be over 350 mar- 
shals and volunteers assisting 
us throughout the event.” Mr. 


Louza Thursday told foe Jor- 
dan Times. 

In addition to foe regular 
volunteers and officials, foe 
RACJ has also sought the help 
of sports dubs north and south 
fb foe country. 

Mr. Louza also pointed out 
that there were 32 group A and 
B homologated cars, SO per 
cent of which are Jordanian. 
This, be said, is “a very en- 
couraging and positive sign for 
the future.” 

Last year’s winner Abbas 
Mosawi, told the Jordan Times 
that he would not be compet- 
ing this year as he was concen- 
trating on desert challenge* 
RAID rallies this season. 

This year's rally has 
attracted the best of Jordan's 
drivers in addition to competi- 
tors from Italy, Qatar, Leba- 
non, Cyprus, the United Arab 
Emirates, Russia, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Syria, the Czech Republic 



A map frustrating the special 
and Oman. 

The rafiyis expected to be 
marked by fierce competition 
among tough challengers like 
Qatar's Naser Al Atiyeh, 


stages of the first leg of the rally 

Lebanon's Michel Saleh. 
Syria's Mudar a] Assad, as well 
as Jordan’s Marwan Abu 
Hamad, Amjad Farrah, 
Reimon Fleifel and others. 


Tough draw for Sampras at French Open 


PARIS (R) — Work! number one 
Pete Sampras has been given a 
tough draw for foe Frendi Open 
starting Monday. 

In Friday’s draw American 
Sampras was matched with Rus- 
sian day court spedalisr Andrei 
Cherkasov in the first round and, 
providing he does not make an 
early exit, was given no easy 
fixtures in his other early match- 
es. 

A likely second round oppo- 
nent would be the rising South 
African Marcos Ondruska and a 
tricky third round awaits against 
either Jonas Svensson of Sweden, 
Argentine Alberto Mancmi, Spa- 
niard Javier Sanchez or another 
Swede, Nicklas Kulti. 

• Defending champion and fel- 
low American Jim Courier, by 
contrast, was given foe luck of a 
draw made by France’s women’s 
400 metres Olympic champion 
Marie-Jose Perec. 

Courier, seeking a third succes- 
sive tide, faces Roberto Azar of 
Argentina in the first round and 
an easy-looking route in the bot- 
tom half of the draw towards a 
scheduled last 16 match with 15 th 
seed Thomas Muster of Austria. 

In one of the huge ironies of 
the draw. Muster was paired with 
his compatriot Horst Skoff. 

The pairing drew a gasp from 
the watching crowd as, apart 


from sharing nationality, the two 
have precious little in common. 

Muster refused to play Davis 
Cup this year for Austria because 
of his dishke of playing with Skoff 
and an explosive needle match is 
in prospect/ " 

Probably foe best encounter of 
foe first round will be 10th seed 
Sergi Bruguera’s meeting with 
foe losing 1988 finalist Henri 
Leconte of France. 

The Spaniard has been die 
outstanding day court player of 
foe year so far with a brilliant win 
at the Monte Carlo Open but 
Leconte is a huge crowd favourite 
who rises to foe occasion ax Ro- 
land Garros and fireworks are 
guaranteed. 

Boris Becker, whose form on 
day this year has been dismal, 
was given a gentle introduction to 
foe one Grand Slam event he has 
never won. 

The fourth seed faces French 
wild card entry Nicolas Escude in 
the first round and an untroubled 
looking passage towards a sche- 
duled last 16 meeting with Karel 
Novacek of the Czech Republic. 
But Stefan Edberg, another 
lyer who prefers faster sur- 
s, has more problems with an 
opening match against tough 
Uruguayan baseliner Marcelo 
Fflippini and a likely second 
round tie with American Aaron 



Fete Sampras 


Krickstein. 

If foe seeding; work out, foe 
quarter-final line-ups would 
match Sampras with American 
Ivan Lendl, Edberg with last 
year’s beaten Czech finalist Petr 
Korda, Becker against Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia and Courier 


st fellow American Michonl 
g, die 1989 champion. ^ 
The women’s draw produce 
few early dashes to savour/^ 0 
Top seed, in the absence af 
injured Monica Seles, Steffi 
will meet Sweden’s Cecilia Day* 
man. *’ 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT IN SHME1SAN1 

Three bedrooms. 2 bathrooms, 2 salons. 3 verandas, fully 
equipped kitchen, separate central heating, solar heater, 
additional water tanks, telephone, garage intercom, lift 
and guard for the building. Area: 200 square metres. 
Location: behind Shmeisani bookshop 
Tel: 668343 


Sanabel 

Hand Blown Glass 

The Art of glassblowing in an 
extensive selection of 
Eastern styles and color combinations. 
Visit us at 

King Abdullah Gardens 
First shop from the East 
Tel: 657714 



TEACHER OF MATHEMATICS 


The Bishop's School in Amman is seeking to employ 
an experienced mathematics teacher to teach up to 
•grade 12 Tawjihi. 

Application forms to be collected from the 
school’s reception desk. 

Monday 24th. — Wednesday 26th. May 9:00 — 1:00 

(Personal photo to be attached to application form) 


OFFICES WANTED 

UNRWA is looking for an office building or part of a 
-building in Amman to rent. 

Minimum office area needed is 3600 m2 (net) and parking 
for minimum 40 cars. The floor plans must be tailored for 
our needs. 

Please submit your offer confidentially to Field 
Administration Officer Mr. Thomas w. Kramer, 
UNRWA, P.O. Box 484, Amman, Jordan or deliver 
it In a sealed envelope to our office in Shmeisani 
not later than 31 May 1993. 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 

An international construction contractor is seeking the 
employment of mechanical engineers to work on its major 
project at the North Ghors, Jordan Valley. 

Applicants should have a university degree in mechanical 
engineering, minimum 10 years experience, and excellent 
command of the English language. 

Applications with detailed CVs should be sent to 
P.O. Box 9410, Amman, Jordan not later than 
29.05.1993 

Excellent conditions for successful applicants. 
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Tel.: 677420 
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Shows: 3:15; 6.-00; 8:15; 10*30 


I Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


PREDATOR ‘2’ 



Shows: 1230: 3:15; 4:45; &30; 8 JO; 10-30 


| Cinema Tel.: 6341441 

PHILADELPHIA 


Desperately 
Seeking Suzan 



Showy 12:30, 3-3 0 , 6:15, 8:30. 10-30 


Td.: 675571 

NaM Al Mashhti Theatre 


Today the Nabii Mashini Theatre 
hosts 

Al Fawanis Troupe acting 

in a play entitled: 

Death of Taybeh 

By: Suheir Fahd, Mohammad Al ' 
Qabbani, Amer A! Khafash 


Nab ii & Hish aiffs Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


presents 

Welcome Parliament and Budget 

On Mondays, Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays AT 9:00 p.m. 
Welcome New World Order 

On Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
at 9:00 p.m. 

Please make advance reservation 
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News 


NEWS IN BRIEF | Afghan rivals battle 

Explosion kills one in S. Lebanon I despite truce talks 
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TYRE (AP) — A land mine lolled one man and wounded 
.another as they walked across a hill overlooking Israel’s 
self-designated “security zone’' in South Lebanon Friday, 
police said. A police statement identified the fatality as 
Hussein Sbeity, 21, who was walking with his cousin Ali 
Sbeity when the mine blew up at 9:10 a.m. (0610 GMT). The 
hill is just north of the “security zone,” which is policed by 
1,500 Israeli troops and 3,000 allied Sooth Lebanon Army 

pniitiamen . The two victims come from the nearby village of 
Kafra, a stronghold for the Iranian-backed Hxzbollah, which 
leads a guerrilla warfare against die “security zone.” Hizbol- 
lah guerrillas lolled in Israeli officer and wounded two 
paratroopers just north of the security zone Tuesday, 
s pariring an artillery duel. It was not known who planted the 
Jand mine. Such devices have been sown by the Israelis, the 
SLA and guerrillas alike. The new casualties raised to 34 
ptttple killed and 120 wounded in Israeb’-guenilLas hostilities 
and related violence in South Lebanon this year. 

73 senators criticise Syria over Jews 

WASHINGTON (R) — Nearly three-quarters of the U.S. 
Senate asked President Bill Clinton Thursday to pressure 
Syria to live up to its commitment to allow Jews to leave the 
country. In a letter to the president. Senator Edward 
Kennedy, Senator Charles Grassley and 71 other senators 
said that since last September Syria had granted virtually no 
exit permits to the 1,400 Jews remaining in the country 
despite a commitment last year to do so by President Hafez 
A1 Asad. The senators disputed Syria's denial that there bad 
been any change in policy and that the problem was a 
bureaucratic one. “Syria's failure to abide by its promised 
change in visa policy for its Jewish community, continued 
support for terrorist groups, as weQ as its failure to abide by 
the Taif agreement by withdrawing from Lebanon last' 
September present dear obstacles to closer relations includ- 
ing removal from the (State Department) terrorism list,” the 
letter said. “We urge yon to press Syria to honour its 
co mmit ment to allow Jews the right to travel freely,” the 
senators said. 

Syria hangs five for setting jail fire 

DAMASCUS (R) — Five men convicted of burning down a 
jail and kflling 57 inmates were publicly hanged in the 
northeastern Syrian town of A1 Hasakah, official dailies said 
Friday. The papers said three other men were sentenced to 
life imprisonment for their role in the March 24 fire, which 
was set to conceal an attempt to smuggle drugs into the jafl. 
Police tried to extinguish the blaze, but the prisoners set 
another cell on fire, blocking escape routes. Five policemen 
were sentenced to three years in jail for dereliction of doty 
and accepting bribes to permit smuggling. 

Israeli tank fire kills hunter in Lebanon 

TYRE, Lebanon (R) — A Lebanese hunter was killed and 
another wounded In South Lebanon on Friday by an Israeli 
tank that fired two shells at them, security sources said. They 
said the incident occurred on the edge of Israel’s self-styled 
“security zone” near a hilltop position that had been attacked 
several times in the past by pro-Iranian guerrillas. The men, 
in their early 20s, were hunting birds, the sources said. 

Pakistan denies receiving missiles from China 

BLUING (AP) — A Senior Pakistani official Friday denied 
his government has received missile s hip me nts from China 
that violate Beijing’s pledge to adhere to an international pact 
limiting arms sales. U.S. intelligence agencies recently 
reported evidence that China is shipping M-ll missiles to 
Pakistan. Satellite photos taken of the Pakistani port of 
Karachi show that China has not stopped the shipments of the 
surface-to-surface missiles since they began last falL But 
Akram Zaki, secretary general of Pakistan's Foreign Minis- 
try, denied that Pakistan has any M-ll missiles or that China 
was providing them. “These are speculative stories and 
motivated allegations,” Mr. Zaki told reporters at a lun- 
cheon. “Once China made commitments to honour the 
MTCR Emits, China has strictly adhered to those commit- 
ments and any allegations to the contrary are false and 
unfounded.” The MTCR is the missile technology control 
regime, an international agreement that bars the transfer of 
medium- and long-range missOes. China agreed to honor 
MTCR guidelines in the fall of 1991, during tnen-Secretary of 
State James A. Baker’s visit to Beijing. It bas repeatedly 
denied the reports of missile shipments to Pakistan. Last fall, 
however, U.S. intelligence determined that sales to Pakistan 
were under way and that China was not making any effort to 
hide them from the probing eyes of U.S. spy satellites. ■ 



KABUL (R) — Afghan guerrilla 
factions fought sporadic battles 
with government forces in Kabul 
Friday, just 24 hours after rival 
leaders called for a ceasefire to 
end 10 days of fratricidal street 
fighting that has killed hundreds. 

Government jets bombed hill- 
top positions of the radical Hezb- 
e-Islami party south of the city 
and fired mortar shells at guerril- 
la foes battling for control of a 
strategic road junction near the 
centre of the capital. 

A Hezb-e-IsIami spokesman 
said a delegation sent by Presi- 
dent Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
Prime Minister-designate Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar to impose a 
ceasefire had arrived in Kabul 
from the eastern city of Jalalabad 
Thursday. 

No agreement had been 
reached on the laying down of 
weapons, be said. 

“The delegates arrived ax 4 
p.m. yesterday to talk about a 
ceasefire but so far the develop- 
ment has not taken place,” said 
Hezb-e-IsIami spokesman Khali d 
at the fortified headquarters of 
the group at Charasyab, about 20 
kilometres south of Kabul. 

Moments after he spoke a gov- 
ernment jet flying from a base 
north of the capital bombed a 
duster of Hezb-e-IsIami guard 
posts on a hill overlooking the 
guerrila stronghold. 

It was not known if there were 
any casualties. 

Mr. Rabbani and his arch-rival 
Hekmatyar, who heads the Hezb- 
e-IsIami, reached agreement on 
the cabinet Thursday after nearly 
20 days of wrangling in Jalalabad 
over positions and division of 
power. 

They prayed to God to guaran- 
tee peace and announced 21 
ministries in a cabinet divided 
among the nine main guerrilla 
groups. 

Rockets fired by rival guerrilla 
factions slammed into several 
parts of die capital Friday. 

One injured woman sat moan- 


ing by a roadside in the Hezb- 
con trolled suburb of Daralaman 
after her house was demolished 
by rocket fire from pro- 
government batteries of the 
Saudi-backed Sunni Muslim ' 
Ittehad-e-Islamic party. 

Middle-aged Najiba Pash tun 
was bleeding from wounds in her 
head and thigh. 

“She is suffering. Take her to 
hospital,'* her husband begged 
passing motorists. “My home was 
destroyed. We are so tired of the 
fighting.” 

Clashes on Friday were the 
lightest for 10 days and followed ' 
intense rocket and mortar attacks 
the day before. Four mounds ' 
□ear the Defence Ministry 
marked the hastily dug graves of 
four pedestrians blown apart by a 
rocket Thursday. 

The International Committee 
of the Red Cross (ICRC) said the 
capital’s hospitals had treated* 
4,500 injured since the fighting 
erupted. 

The death toll was difficult to 
estimate, because most are 
buried immediately; but was be- 
lieved to be more than 1,000. 

At the strategic Demazang 
road junction, scene of the bit- 
terest fighting over the past 10 
days, the body of a Hezb-e- 
Wahdat fighter lay on an Islamic 
green flag in the ruins of a house 
where he had been shot by gov- 
ernment forces. 

Hezb-e-Wahdat, allies of Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e-IsIami, have 
been fighting for several days 
over the junction that controls 
access to the city from the west 
and southwest. 

“These people are madmen,” 
said a government commander as 
his forces fired mortar into 
guerrilla-controlled territory. 

More than a third of Kabul's 
1.5 million residents have fled 
and thousands of people have 
been killed in battles since the 
Mujahedeen took power from the 
fallen communist government in 
April 1992. 


ft z,kj s 

Labounat • 5 


f SAGUIA T,n , d P v uf 

sISLANDS' - el . i ’ 

HA.MRA 1 ■ 


lifiKli® 


Dakhiaj 

/ 

Wmf 


. f ,.oT ■ 


RIO DE 
ORO 


MAURITANIA 


uuwcvci , vj .o. tuiciugcuwc uewnmnea um sates io rajostan 

were under way and that China was not malting any effort to PnllCOflfk YlOOro I't* ACCl* AO fi 

hide them from the probing eyes of U.S. spy satellites. ■ Jt UUfEdi l IQ llvJI iJ vX Udll 

u.s., Britain, Kuwait to hold exercise 20 years after camel raid 
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DUBAI (R) — U.S., British and Kuwaiti forces begin a 
five-day naval exercise in the northern Gulf on Saturday, the 
U.S. Naval Forces Central Command said Friday. “The 
exercise will also demonstrate U.S. seaborne capabilities and 
the continuing U.S. commitment to the security and stability 
of the Arabian Gulf region,'' the Central Command said in a 
statement sent to Reuters. Western powers have held several 
land, sea and air exercises with Gulf Arab states since the 
1991 Gulf war. the statement said about 700 Americans will 
participate in Saturday's operation, coden amed “Eager Sen- 
try 93-94,” in to several U.S. warships and aircraft deployed 
aboard the carrier USS Nimitz. A detachment of the U.S. 
coast guard will take part in the exercise which will also 
involve electronic warfare, tactical helicopter control, com- 
munications and ship boarding and search exercises. 

Pakistani beheaded In Riyadh 

DUBAI (R) — A convicted Pakistani drug trafficker was 
beheaded in Saudi Arabia on Friday, the Saudi Interior 
Ministry, said. In a statement carried by the official Saudi 
Press Agency, the ministry said Matheel Khan Qalzada was 
beheaded in the capital Riyadh. He was found guilty of trying 
to smuggle heroin into the kingdom. 

Mild tremor rocks western Turkey 

ISTANBUL (R) — A medium strength earthquake, measur- 
ing 4.3 on the Richter scale, rocked western Turkey on 
Friday, but caused no damage or injuries, seismologists 
reported. Seismologists at Istanbul’s Kandili observatory and 
earthquake research centre said the centre of tremor, which 
occurred at 1200 local time (0900 GMT), was the northwest- 
ern Anatolian town of Orhanhaneli. The quake was also felt 
in some parts of Istanbul, eyewitnesses said. 

Disney to meet Arab-Americans over ‘Aladdin’ 

BURBANK, California (R) — The Walt Disney film studio, 
which earlier had. rejected an Arab- American group's de- 
mand to remove allegedly racial slurs from the Oscar-winning 
animated film “Aladdin,” said on Thursday it would meet 
with the Organisation. The American-Arab Anti- 
Discrimination Committee (ADC) said in Bahrain that the 
film — the biggest-ever box office hit for an animated film — 
makes slurs against Arabs that would never be accepted if 
directed at any other ethnic group. “I come from a land... 
where they cut off your ear, if they don’t Eke your face. It’s 
barbaric, but hey, it's home," go the opening lyrics, according 
to a text released by the ADC. The group wants Disney to 
change the film when it releases it as a videocassette Oct. 1. 
The company refused, saying the group had made the 
demand several times before. “It's Kin da like old news. We 
have no intentions of changing Howard Ashman's lyrics." A 
disney spokesman said. But the spokesman said later that the 
studio would meet with the group next Wednesday and no 
decision had been made. 


TINDOUF, Algeria (R) — A few 
guerrillas on camels who raided a 
Spanish military post in the West- 
ern Sahara 20 years ago started a 
war that may not be over yet. 

The Polisario Front, which 
marks the anniversary of its 
attack on A1 Khanga Thursday, is 
nearing a crossroad between 
peace or resumed conflict with 
Morocco. 

Although a ceasefire has held 
since September 1991, a prom- 
ised referendum to let the people 
of the former Spanish colony 
choose between independence or 
integration with Morocco, has 
been blocked in a row over who 
can vote. 

The United Nations, trying to 
implement a five-year-old peace 
plan, is losing patience and Poli- 
sario leaders increasingly warn 
that they are ready to fight on if 
the peace plan fails. 

“Our army is still in place. If it 
can fight against Morocco for 17 
years. It can go on for more 
years," Gheikfa Doua, first coun- 
sellor at the Polisario embassy in 
Algiers, told Reuters. 

“There is always the will to 
continue the war but we prefer a 
political solution.” 

Spain's last soldiers left in 
February 1976 under pressure 
from Morocco, which sent 
350,000 citizens across the fron- 
tier in a “green march” the pre- 
vious year. 

But while Spain ceded the 
territory to Morocco and Mauri- 
tania, .Polisario’s guerrillas proc- 
laimed independence as the 
Saharan Arab Democratic Re- 
public or (SADR). 

“When the Moroccans came, 
only the enemy changed. The war 
continued,” said Mr. Doua. 

Mauritania made peace with 
the front and in 1984 joined 
other, mainly Third World, na- 
tions in recognising the SADR. 

“We have made great progress, 
from a handful of badly-armed 
men on camels to recognition by 
74 countries and an army still 


ready to fight after years battling 
the Moroccans,” said another 
Polisario official in Algiers. 

Western Sahara, a stretch of 
Northwest African coast opposite 
fee Canary Islands, has been 
described as “a God-forsaken, 
scorching desert tract half fee size 
of France wife little water and 
less people.” 

But hundreds have died in the 
conflict and tens of thousands 
displaced to refugee camps in 
neighbouring countries. 

U.N. refugee officials estimate 
there are 265,000 . Sabarans 
around Polisario’s main centre at 
Tmdouf in southwest Algeria, of 
which it classes 80,000 as “vulner- 
able” — fee young, the old, fee 
pregnant and the sick. 

Polisario, led by Mohammad 
Abdul Aziz, saw its army evolve 
over the years from camel-riding 
raiders ■ to units equipped .with 
Soviet-made T-S4 tanks, BMP -1 
armoured personnel carriers and 
missiles. 

The London-based Interna- 
tional Institute of Strategic Stu- 
dies estimates its force at 10,000 
men, with perhaps 4,000 active, 

Rabat, which at times com- 
mited up to 100,000 troops to the 
costly conflict, controls some 
four-fifths of the territory. 

Its army guards towns and 
phospate mines, the main econo- 
mic asset, behind more than 
1,600 kilometres of sand and rock 
ridges running from Zag in the 
north towards Zug in the south 
and then along the Mauritanian 
frontier to the Atlantic. . 

Secretary-General Boutros 
Gbali is due in the region soon to 
try to revive the peace plan, and 
the official responsible for voter 
identification,. Erik Jensen, vi- 
sited Morocco this month. 

Both sides agree on voting 
rights for a baric 74,000 names in 
a 1974 Spanish census, bat Poli- 
sario accuses Rabat of frying to 
rig the vote by bringing in 
thousands of settlers. 



Afghan g ” - w wn t soJdkra get their madunegnn ready for a ttac k near a frontfin* to ongoing 
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Mideast arms talks inch ahead 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Israelis long way off. Middle East believed to have 

and Arabs completed three days “Arms control isn’t a goal, nuclear weapons. But Israel, 
of arms control talks Thursday, peace is,” said one Israeli official. Egypt and Syria are known to 
agreeing on a variety of measures “It can assist peace, but you have have chemical and biological 
to build up trust among fee ene- to raise the level of mutual confi- weapons programmes. Syria and 
mies of me Middle East. dence before you can get into Lebanon are boycotting the talks 

The Mideast arms control discussion of arsenals.” he added, pending progress in their direct 

The State Department, mean-, peace talks with Israel, where 
while, said the talks produced they are demanding that the 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Israelis 
and Arabs completed three days 
of arms control talks Thursday, 
agreeing on a variety of measures 
to build up trust among fete ene- 
mies of me Middle East. 

The Mideast arms control 
talks, part of the Arab-Israefi 
peace talk*, were convened for 
their four t h session wife some 40 
countries and international orga- 
nisations in attendance — includ- 
ing Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Saudi 
.Arabia, fee Gulf states. North 
African States, European coun- 
tries, Japan, Australia, Canada, 
the United Stares and Russia. 

The rides agreed feat Arabs and 
Israelis will benefit from the ex- 
perience of fee countries outside 
the region on such issues as how 
to set up conflict prevention cen- 
tres, to establish so-called bet- 
imes between their capitals, to 
exchange information on military 
manoeuvres, and to conduct joint 
search and rescue operations. 

Countries such as fee Nether- 
lands and Turkey have volun- 
teered to organise workshops for 
Arabs and Israelis in the coming 
months on some of these issues, 
Israeli offi rfak sakL Denmark 
has invited the Arabs and Israelis 
to observe NATO manoeuvres in 
July, they added. 

But fee officials, speaking cm 
condition of anonymity, trade 
dear that steps to actually slash 
Arab and Israeli arsenals are a 

Ankara reviews 
Iraqi Kurdish 
request to use 
Turkish lire 

ANKARA (AP) — Turkey Fri- 
day left the door open to a plan 
by Iraqi Kurds to substitute Tur- 
kish currency for Iraqi dinars. 

Iraqi Kurds asked Turkey’s 
help last week to substitute Tur- 
kish Eras for fee worthless Iraqi 
currency in northern Iraq, where 
they have set up a de facto state. 

Baghdad recently abolished the 
pre-Gulf war 25-dinar bills widely 
used by the Iraqi Kurds and took 
measures to prevent their conver- 
sion into other denominations. 

Iraq said fee change was neces- 
sary because of attempts by Gulf 
states to destabilise fee Iraqi eco- 
nomy by introducing the pre-war .. 
dinars into Iraq. 

“We have no intention of in- 
terfering in the domestic affairs of 
Iraq,” jsaid a Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, VoUcan Vural, at a 
news briefing. 

“It is every sovereign country’s 
right to abolish its money. But, 
we want to see the matter solved 
wife good intention.” 

He said “every aspect of the 
issue was under study” before a ' 
decision was made on how to 
respond to the Kurdish request 

It was unclear where the Kurds 
would obtain lire. The currency 
could come in the place of mate- 
rial aid from Turkey, or be with- 
drawn directly from Turkish 
banks. 


“positive results.” 

Australia, Canada and Japan 
all made presentations on ways to 
enhance regional security and 
Emit weapons deliveries, fee de- 
partment said in a statement. 

Israel has managed to fend off 
initial Arab demands that a first 
agenda item should be discussion 
of Israel's nuclear facilities. Israel 
is widely believed to have dozens 
of nuclear warheads, although it 
has never officially confirmed 
these reports. 

But although Arab countries 
still want Israel to open up its 
suspected nuclear facilities and 
sign the international nuclear 
Non-ProEferation Treaty, they 
have agreed to concentrate for 
now on confidence building mea- 
sures, said a U.S. official who 
asked not to be named. 

The United States is largely* 
credited with steering the talks 
towards confidence measures, 
building on some 20 years of its 
experience in arms control wife 
the Soviets. 

Israel is the only power in fee 


Israelis give up land for peace. 

For fee first time since the arms 
talks began in January 1992, a 
Palestinian delegation also took 
pan. 

The purpose of the working 
group “is to identify practical 
next steps, possible confidence- 
building measures which fee par- 
ties to this conference can explore, 
fry to intensify the pace of their 
work and expand the scope of 
contacts within the group,” State 
Department spokesman Richard 
Boucher explaind. 

The ninth round of direct 
Arab-Israeii peace talks ad- 
journed Thursday after three 
weeks of negotiations in 
Washington. Those talks involve 
Israel, Syria.* Lebanon, Jordan 
and the Palestinians. Neither the 
Syrians nor the Lebanese are 
attending fee multilateral work- 
ing group session, in keeping with 
their past practice. They have 
also boycotted the other multi- 
lateral working groups which deal 
with economic development, wa- 
ter, fee environment and re- 
fugees. 


Peres: China promises no 
missile sales to Mideast 


PEKING (Agencies) — China 
has promised it wfll sell no more 
missiles to warring Middle East- 
ern countries, Israeli Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres said here 
Friday, congratulating Peking for 
what he called an elightened poE- 

cy- 

“The (Chinese) foreign minis- 
ter told me two things: ‘That 
China does not intend to sell 
missiles to the Middle Eastern 
countries which are at war, and 
(that) China will be very careful 
not to supply weapons that may 
endanger the security of our 
country," Mr. Peres said. 

Some Western countries have 
asserted that China, which sold 
its Silkworm missiles to Iran in 
the 1980s, intended to sell mis- 
siles to Syria. 

Mr. Peres is here on a six-day 
visit, the first to China by an 
Israeli foreign minister since the 
two countries established di- 
plomatic relations in January 
1992. 

“China is really developing a 
policy of peace and responsibil- 
ity,” said Mr. Peres, who 
appeared dearly satisfied with 
the results of his trip so far. 

Mr. Peres said that Qian 
Oicben, China's foreign minister 
and vice-premier, had empha- 
sised that there would be no 
missile sales to Syria m particular. 

“(Qian) was dear and specific 
about it,” he said. “China will not 
sell any missiles to Syria m the 
future.” 

Mr. Peres dearly showed his 
pleasure at Israel's new rela- 


tionship with China. 

“We anticipate that the 
Chinese position in the United 
Nations on voting... will express 
die new position of China vis-a- 
vis peace in the Middle East,” 
Mr. Peres said. 

He said that China's words 
carried weight with all sides in the 
Middle East peace process and 
that Peking would be one of fee 
world’s key bridging countries, 
helping to create the climate for 
peace. 

Mr. Peres drew a distinction 
. between China's past as a staunch 
supporter of Arab states and its 
present as an important friend to 
both sides. He said much of the 
change was due to fee new world 
situation, after fee collapse of the 
former Soviet Union. 

“The nations didn't change but 
the worid changed,” he said. 

Mr. Peres would not be drawn 
on Israeli arms sales to China, 
which diplomats believe are tak- 
ing place. 

“We do not consider ourselves 
a major supplier of arms to Chi- 
na,” Mr. Peres said. “I didn’t 
come here to sell arm*; and I 
wasn’t asked to do so.” 

He said he was pleased that 
China had offered to host a multi- 
lateral meeting as part of fee 
Middle East peace process. That 
meeting, on water use, will take 
place in September. 

Mr. Peres arrived in Peking 
Wednesday night. He wfll travel 
to Shanghai, China’s largest dty, 
Saturday and leave China Mon- 
day. 


Israel allows Palestinians to pray at Aqsa 


(Continued from page 1) 

from the West Bank town of 
Tulkarem. 

The president of the Interna- 
tional Committee of fee Red 
Cross (ICRC) is in Israel for talks 
expected to focus on fee worsen- 
ing conditions in the occupied 
territories, officials said Biday. 

An Israeli spokeswoman said 
Cornelio Sommaruga was to meet 
Justice Minister David Libai Fri- 
day and Prime Minister Yhzhak 
Rabin Sunday . He planned to see 
Palestinian leaders Friday and 
Saturday. 

“It is a regular visit. We do 
have good working relations wife 
the Red Cross and we cooperate 
with their work,” fee spokes- 
woman said. 


The Israeli daily Yedioth 
Ahronotfa said Ms. Somarruga’s 
visit was prompted by the closure 
of fee occupied territories. 

U.N. Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Ghali deplored Thursday a 
substantial increase in violence in 
the occupied territories in recent 
weeks and appealed to all sides to 
exercise restraint. 

In a statement issued through a 
spokesman, be also expressed 
concern at a sharp deterioration 
of fee economic situation in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip result- 
ing from the Israeli closure of the 
territories and urged the interna- 
tional community to provide 
greater economic aid. 

‘•The secretary-general is deep- 
ly concerned at fee substantial 


increase in violent incidents dur- 
ing recent weeks in which a num- 
ber of Palestinians and Israelis 
were killed and wounded in the 
occupied territories,” the U.N 
spokesman said. 

“He deplores these acts of vio- 
lence and appeals to all sides for 
restraint and to avoid steps which 
will aggravate the situation.** 

Appealing to the intematinoal 
community for greater economic 
assistance to the occupied terri- 
tories, fee secretary-general also 
remi n d e d major donor countries 
of fee aitical financial situation 
of fee U.N. Relief and Works 
Agncy for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA), which faced a bud«S 
deficit of $28.5 million earlier this 
month. 


Britain's Queen 

Mother undergoes 

throat operation 

LONDON (Rl — The elderly 
Queen Elizabeth, the Ouem 
Mother, was recovering Friday 
after an hour-long operation to 
remove an obstruction from her 
throat, causing concern tor her 
health amongst Britons The 92» 
vear-old widow of King Gcufgc 
Vl. one of the royal family *s most 
popular members, hud been 
staying in Scotland near the royal 
Balmoral Castle when she was 
rushed to Aberdeen hospital 
Thursday evening with a lighten* 
ing of the throat. “Her Majesty s 
condition is comfortable, and *he 
is presently sleeping," Alan Reid. 
a spokesman for the hospital said 
Friday. “Her Majesty will remain 
in the Aberdeen Royal Infirmary 
under observation.” A spokes- 
woman for Buckingham Palace 
would not be drawn on the nature 
of Thursday’s operation, which 
was conducted under anaesthetic, 
but she said: “It was minor and 
definitely not life-fereaiening." 
Asked if the Queen Mother's age 
posed any difficulties, Mr. Rnd, 
without divulging the nature of 
the surgery, said an operation 
was always '•dangerous for a per- 
son of feat age." Hospital sources 
said there would be further tests 
on the Queen Mother Friday . 

Staff of White 
House travel 
office fired 

WASHINGTON (API - The 
entire staff of the White House 
travel office was abruptly fired 
and the FBI was asked to investi- 
gate allegations of "shoddy 
accounting procedures" anu 
“gross mismanagement." In all. 
seven workers, all of them on the 
White House payroll for at least 
10 years, were fired and asked to 
leave by the end of the ilay. A 
distant cousin of President Bill 
Clinton, Catherine Cornelius, 
was appointed to temporarily run 
the office following the dismis- 
sals. The office coordinates com- 
mercial travel for White House 
staffers and charters planes tor 
the White House press corps that 
accompany the president. White 
House Press Secretary Dec Dee 
Myers said the administration cal- 
led in the Peat Marwick account- 
ing firm after an initial, routine 
review found “almost no docu- 
mentation of money that was 
coming in and going out and the 
records that were there were 
found to be inadequate.” She 
said fee FBI has been contacted, 
and an agency inquiry was likely 
“given fee kinds of information 
and the amount of money in- 
volved." “We believe that all 
seven individuals were pan of the 
poor management situation," she 
said, adding initial results showed 
“some serious overbilling of the 
press." Ms. Myers said the 
office's shortcomings came to 
tight as pan of Vice President A1 
Gore’s government- wide efficien- 
cy review. 

U.S. drugs shipped 
abroad without 
warning labels 

WASHINGTON (R) — Multi- 
national drug companies includ- 
ing U.S.-based pharmaceutical 
houses shipped prescription drugs 
lacking proper warning labels to 
developing countries, a U.S. gov- 
ernment agency said Thursday. A 
seven-year investigation of labels 
on drugs in Brazil, Kenya, Pana- 
ma and Thailand found two- 
feirfe of fee 241 sampled failed to 
provide the labelling a physician 
needs to use the drugs safely and 
effectively. Senator Edward Kcn- 
nedy sa >d in releasing fee report 
by the Office of Technology 
Asiessmcm (OTA) that he is 
asking the government to act on 
fee abuses. “The United States 
has an obtigarion to ensure that 
citizens of other countries arc nut 

i^ Cd « b ^ , inackquate w m«- 
leading labels on American pro- 
ducts. he said. The drug labels 
mv«t,gate d were manured 
by 19 companies. The OTA, a 
non-partisan scientific research 
arm of Congress, found that in 
other countries Pfizer Inc.’s Fd- 
dane, an arthritis drug was 
promoted for general pain relief 
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